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| KDP to Turks:

Kurdistanis will mm
e

- London (KurdishMedia.com) 21 Anpust

- 2082: Om 21 August 2002: Brayeti. the
daily organ of the Kurdistan Democratic

- Party. has strongly attacked Turkish
authorilies in an :.r°l'il\:li.".1 Hlﬂﬂ&d “the

£ 'h_lﬂ_ﬂsll officialy h.av_e bet'.u t}uns_txntiy
| attzcking, since the KDP proposed the
; -constitution of future democratic Irag

{lﬂhly 2002y, which defines the
* Kurdistan Regfon of Iraq,
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*thetwn Kurdish chties of Kurkik and -
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~Musil. Turkish authoritics huve been S 2 i gl il
uﬂl&ynndmvmtnk since this | gl i L S35

~proposal has bdng published. The KDP
fights back as an international catity

TOW..

In the Er-.urat] article, the KDF uses a-
sirong hngunge to attack the Turkish
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Tor their proposal, in a Turkish
- newspaper on 19 Aupust 2002, ‘ i o gy
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By Grant Halloway
CNN

SYDNEY. Australia (CNN) -
Irag has reversed a decision to
ban imports of Australian wheat
after personal intervention by a
trade delegation.

The delegation persuaded Iragi
officials that the apgressive view
of the Australian government
towards military action apainst
Iraq was not necessarily shared
by the majority of Australians
and should not he a factor in
determining trade relations.

While Australian Prime Minister
John Howard had stated that he
wishes to see a "regime change"
in Irag and that he considers
military action by the U.S. as
likely, reccnt opinion polls show a
clear majority of Australians
oppose an invasion of Irag,

The Australian Wheat Board
delegation, which met Iragi
Regime Trade Minister Dr.
Mohammed Mchdi Salch in
Bapghdad at the weekend, secured
the releaze of 130,000 tonnes of
wheat stranded in ships off the
Iragi coast.

Another 500,000 tonnes of wheat
will alse be purchased by Irag as
previously contracted, and the
wheat board 5 cautiously
confident it can maintain a
healthy trading environment with
Irag.

Iraq imports approximately 2
million tonnes of wheat a vear
from Australia, worth about $450
million (Aust. 3830 million) a
year.

But that trade had been
threatened by Irag's reaction to
appressive statements by the
Anstralian government,
particularly by Foreipn Affairs
Minister Alexander Downer.,

The official Iragi News Apency
reparted rhat the atritude of the
Australian  government  was
hindering trade relations but that
the stance of the Australian
Wheat Board was "a positive and
constructive one and reflects a
desire to develop co-operation
with Irag."

The INA reports Dr Saleh has
confirmed that all the current
wheat imports  have  heen
regained but warns that situation
could again change.

Australian Graing Board
chairman Keith Perrvett told the

Australian Broadcasting
Corporation Maonday the
concessions  gained  at the

wickend were a positive sign, but
did not onarantee future exports
to Irag.

"But we are hopeful that the
positive signs and the posilive
stalements that are coming out of
the Iragis will lead tn further
sales and continue the
longstanding trade that we have
with Irag.” he said.

Howard on Sunday tried to
downplay the political
implications of the wheat deal
while acknowledging the
breakthrough had been a "good
autcome."

Saying the Iragi ban had been a
"quality issue,” Howard said he

was glad the situation had been
resolved.

"I think it's probably better if we
don't iry and put what's
happened in relation to wheat in
any kind of political context,”
Howard said.

'Diplomatic solutions'

But the statement from the Iragi
News Apency says the earlier
decision to halve the amount of
wheat imported from Ausiralia
was due to the "hostile position”
of the Australian government —

particularly Howard and a
numher of his government
members -  who  supported

"apgressive threats against Iraq.”

A statement released by the
Australian Wheat Board Sunday
said Ir Saleh "made it clear the
Iragi government and people
highly value the relationship, not
only with the AWB and
Australian wheat prowers, but
with the Australian nation as a
whole."

"Dr Saleh stated he took no
pleazure in seeking to reduce
future wheat commitments in
response  to  the Auvstralian
Government's perceived hostile
position towards Irag,"
delegation leader Andrew
Lindberg said,

The Iragi government had not
forgoiten that AWE was the first
company fo recommence supply
of wheat following the cessation
of hostilities during the Guif War,
he said.

"The minister made it clear that
Iraq wiches to resume and
increase future business  with
AWEB on the basis that the
Australian government SUppOrts
diplomatic  solutions o the
current  situation in  Trag,”
Lindberg is quoted as saying.

'Blackmail'

The wheat hoard is expecting to
meet with officials from the prime
minister's office later this week to
discuss the ountcomes of the
Baghdad meeting.

Senior  Australian  povernment
fizures, including Downer and
Defense Minister Senator Robert
Hill, have said Australia will not
be "blackmailed™ by Iragi trade
threats to change its stance on
political issues.

Howard told radio listeners last
week the issue of Iraqi non-
complianee on  U.N. Security
Council resolutions was coming
to a head.

"We put ourselves in o pesition to
be dware iand abreast of
American thinking and
developments in America on this
issue ... we are not out in front of
America, We have not made any
commitment {on military action
in Iraq),” the prime minister said.

While Aunstralia would prefer
that no military action be
required, "we have to deal in
reality. And the reality is that so
far Irag has, ‘with great
impudence, ignored the
resolutions  of  the  Sceurily
Council," Howard said.

Australia sells about 17 million
tonnes of wheal to  overseas
markets each year, worth $2.35
billion (A%$4.33 billion) in 2001.
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Source: Turkish Daily News

The Chief of Staff denied news
about Turkish troops invading an
airport in Northern Irag and that
there are 5000 troops in the
reégion. In a wrillen statement the
Chief of Staff stated: "There is
news about Turkish troops being
in Northern Iraq, electronic
equipment and machines have
been sent to the region as well
and has a military power of 5,000
troops. This news is not
accurate.” It is also stated, "The
Bamami airport was destroyed
during the Gulf war and it cannot
SETVE a% an airport."”

The leader of the Patriotic Union
of Kuordistan (PUK) Jalal
Talabani declared that

Turkish tropps are protecting an
airport in Northern Irag and also
have tanks during an interview
with NTV television.

The following day main Turkish
dailies Hurriyet and Sabah
repeated  claims and  indicated
details ahout Turkish troops as
well as the airport’s situation.
The Following news on CNN
Turk stated that there was a
report handed to Prime minister
Bulent Ecevit telling of the detalls
about Turkish troops in Northern
Irag as well as scenarios about a
rabahle LLS. military strike in
rag. The news indicated that
there are 5000 troops. Turkish
dailies once more stated similar
details about the airport and
troops  serving in the region.

ummmw Tukish Chief of Stafdened news abort Northe ra

The possible U5, military strike
to topple Iragi leader Saddam
Hussein causes strong concerns in
Turkey with the fear that an
operation may give start to a
Kurdish state in the region. The
fears concentrate on the future of
the Iragi Turcomans future. It
has heen stated many times that
Mesoud Barzani the leader of
Kurdistan Democratic parry
(KDP) may want to seize Kirkuk
where there is an important
numhber of Turcomen as well as
rich oil beds. While the U.5. sets
up meetings in Washington in
order to solve problems among
Iragi opposition Turkey warns
sides that it will not allow a
Kurdish state to be cstablished
and not let Kirkuk to he
controlled by Kurds.

"U.S. Pians to ignore New

Iragi Offer on

LL.S. Plans to Ignore New Iraqf Offer on
Inspectors The United States, which holds this
month's U.N. Security Council presidency, said
on Monday the 15-member body had no plans to
discuss the latest Iragi offer to resnme discussions
with the United Nations on weapons inspections.

But diplomats said some council members might
bring it up anyway, even if parts of the letter

‘s previons position that U.N. arms
experts would have to discuss in advance what
they were looking for before searches for
weapons of mass destruction conld resume.

reiterated Ira

However, there is virtually no chanee the council,
divided for years on Iragi policy, could take a
position on the letter. A previous invitation for
chief UN. weapons inspector Hans Blix to come
to Baghdad was rejected two weeks ago by LN,
Secretary-General Kofi Annan because it placed
similar conditions on the arms experts.

"Currently there is no plan to discoss the lerter,”
a LS. spokesman said of the six-page document
from Iraqi Regime Foreign Minister Naji Sabri.

Iraq's alleped weapons of mass destroction are
the main reason President Bush has given for a
"regime change" in Baghdad, 2 euphemism for

overthrowing Saddam Hussein.

At issue is Irng's insistence that talks with Blix
focus on a U.N. evaluation of what remains to he
done in the investication of Baghdad's alleged
nuclear, chemical, biological and ballistic

WEAPNNS Programs.

Source:Reuters

U.S. officials.

New Islamic extremist greup
in Iraq has loose links to al-Qaida

Amnsar al-Islam ("Supporters of Islam"}) was
formed in December 2001, one of numerous small
splinter factions in the region of northern Irag
that is contralled by ethnie Kurds, according to

It has several hundred members and broke away
from anather group, Jun al-Islam, which itself
was farmed in September 2001,

It is composed primarily of Kurds -- and some
Arabs — who follow an extremist hrand of Sunni
Islam, but their focus is primarily opposing the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, one of two larpe
secular Kurdish groups that oppose Saddam
Hussein with U.S. support.

Led by Mullah Najm al-DMn Fara] Ahmad, Ansar I
al-Tslam operates in PUK territory around
Halabjah, Irag, which is close to the border with
Iran. It has some presence in the village of Biyara.

Some LLS. officials zay the group also opposes
Saddam Husscin's government, which killed
thousands of Kurds with chemical weapons in
that region in the 1980s,

The group operates well outside of Saddam's
sphere of influence, although other U.S. officials
believe Saddam alse tacitly or direcily supports
the group to make trouble for the PLUK.

About a dozen members of Ansar al-Islam
trained in camps in Afghanistan in 1999 and 2000
and had contact with members of Osama bin
Laden’s al-Qaida organization. As Arab members
of al-Qaida have been fleeing overland from
Afghanistan through Iragq, some have been given
shelter by Ansar al-Islam members.

For years, almost evervone in Iragi Kurdistan hag
been primarily concerned with surviving. However,
things are starting to'change. Hard work is
bepinning to pay off and improvements are visible,
Still jobs remain scarce and wages arc very low-

often Iess than US $25 a month.

Saome have taken action to create their own
opportunities by starting businesses. Returnees
from Europe. North America and neighboring
countries are bringing back ideas and finances to
try out their luek with their own businesses.
Restaurants are one of the most popular new
husiness ventures that are being opened.

epporiunitivs.

One example, in Ain Kawa, is the Italisno
Restaurant run hy a croup of parmers, one who
had experience in Europe. It is 50 popular, it is hard
to find & place to sit. They report booming sales of
pizzas and hamburgers at lunch and dinner. In the
evening, rables are full with people enjoying the
food and holding lively conversations.

This is just one of scores of new businesses being
established. The KRG is very pleased at the trend
and encourages others fo get involved in these
profitable enterprises that are creating new jub




| e d.':J‘p_ Jlug'dr*_p‘-: I_;..._._._,l

[Z37KURD” Issue: (22) Sept

LY Jelds (YY) ) Tas”

i ol

| godod Biyeod § bl sumiel 539 (!.b..m)

plall L gy e Y2 S

LT
r'.l*ﬂ'.u-f
T T S PRI BPER

it 5 1l iy Gy

e e e b S OB S
T PR R TILL T S I

ndie Ve g alS (asn)

L5 e e wngl§

sl i dhy o F o
i il bl s el shep
B obanl p 8 e e
PR

I—JL&-—U’- i ‘l__']Ln‘ wynal |I4.l
s ot gl ME @ s 2o ey
Tlolfes 5 obales SN

s} L S s

Sloal potadan oL (S
gl = ol sl &
glais oS Sale i usie.
giker =y Sae el 4l
I Jl:u l,:#

oy e [l i Sside 4 #5100 J
p PR S s PP R o N | P e, T e e ¢

oyt iy s 2 i P

S o A At 3 pand 8y b ) kBT (gl
SBoe gl gLy G T 2Tl b

Ay i uﬂ—:.l_l_“,.! iy a_..n;:l.Lt

faazd el ga S
"we are Turkish"
2 pid Ol it
B e o
L p-uhﬂl_- i CJJI'\I_;'.! af |:A.=J

o
o) 3 L b g 50 algla
e e SOl WA
ot gy e a S (Silara
e L L
i Ll e
A el S s
e e g gy
b STy Jepa
e b
e el b s S
Bouepd B obgn g
T
aperien o sl gl
apgbia 1T e ol

g L3 gl

ettle g Tt im

3 B Bkt Sl STaals el g iy SIS slals
st Laobse a8 e beger i
Ppaghg bfle & i it}

b Jt 3~ byl

i_..r_‘,dﬁ_lu.-l_ll.- d—l_}l

I i e LG ST
;Jl—— N=- 3 &= ,_.AS'J._TJ_,._.I.,
M gyl g8 e

ol ddm il g p2f
PTEY S |
r‘h-_; R — G_,S"d_i
St agely Sty aglusly
o plelie Sy St e Gl a8 WS i

S S U M ._,-Lg.-"'!_ul-l

KDP fo Turks:
Kurdistanis will turn Kurdistan info a graveyard for attackers

continued of page 1

They KDP states that the Kurds will turn
Iraqi Kurdistan into the graveyard for the
Turkish army, should they attack
Kurdistan Turkish objective in the US
attack on Iragq

Brayaty asks:

“We must ask why Turkish officials-
spread these propaganda? Do they e:pett
to implement their own filthy objective in
the US attack on Irag?”

Then Brayety has the answers:

What is clear is that the Turkish nfficials
do not hide their determination to control
the Musil Wilayet (The Kurdish Region of
Irag); they regard it as part of the
Ortoman Empire’s oceupying regime: In
their annual budget, Turkey sill allocate
ane T1. for it, without knowing that the
Musil Wilayet is part of Irag according (o
the internativnal treativs. Therefore,
Turkey has no right aver this Wilayet
anymore,™

KDP recognises North Kurdistan

Then the KD attacks Turkey and terms
what Turkey nameés as southeast Turkey,

*Turkey’s Kurdistan™; this is a crime hy
‘Furkish law which may carry a death
sentence,

“MNo one in this coonty is willing to link her
or his fate with a state such as Turkey,
because everyone knows very well that the
future of their children will he the same as
the fate of Turkey’s Kordistan children;
they become shoe polishers in Istanbul,
Arimirand Ankara.”

The KDP warns Turkey not to interfere
with Kurdistan’s affair:

“The fate of Kurdistan would not be
determined by the Turkish officials, but by
victims of the Iragi Kurdistan and the
international factors (which Turkish
officials must not ignore). And all the
indieations are in the interest of the nation
of Kurdistan.”

Turkish hypoerisy

The KDF remind the Torkish hypocrisy:
“The Turkish officials ask for freedom for
few thousand Turks in Cyprus and
Kosove. This is while only the victim
Kurds under their [Turkish] oppression
are much higher that the Torkish
population of these places.™

Then the KDP advice them:

“The Turkish officials should treat the
events with wisdom. They should deduce
lessons from history and rémember the
fate of the Ottoman Empire army in
Kurdistan. Becanse the language of
threats, in our times has well passed
away.”

Then the paper challenged Turkey:

“1f they [Turkey] still keen on what they
say. Let them try their luck in todav’s
Kurdistan. Then they [Turkey] will realise
how this nation will sacrifice themselves in
order to protect their Kurdistan. Th':}r will
also witness that this nation will turn their
Kurdistan into a graveyard for those whe
attack it. And we tell the Turkish Defence
Minister, thank God, he affiliated to a
“democratic” party.”

*We Kurds not only defend Kirkuk, the
heart of Kurdistan, and Arbil, the Capital,
but we also defend Musel and Baphdad,”
the KDP statement said.
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library branches.

with proof of his or
Driver's Licence,

for the two branches
are below:

Sam Merrifield Library
T62 Mt Alexander Road
Moonee Ponds 3039
Phone: 9370 (636
Home Bookmohile
Phone; 9308 2511

Kurdish Book collection

The Hume-Moonee Valley Regional Library
Corporation has recently estahlished

a Kurdish language book collection at two of its public
The library can be joined by anyone living in Victoria

her current address. This proof can be provided by a

Health Care card etc. The address and cuntm:t details
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Letfer fom the PSK General Secretary Kemal Burkay

To the Turkish Prime Minister Biilent Ecevit

P5K General Secretary Kemal
Burkay has written a letter to
the Tuorkish Prime Minister
Biilent Ecevit. Burkay statcs
the rensons for the problems
which have pushed Turkey
into depression. He expresses
his views and
recommendations for solving
these probiems, the main one
being the Kurdish question.

Copies of the letter from
10.06.2002  were sent o
Turkey's President of State,
the Parliamentary President

and the leaders of the
parliamentary political
parties,

Prime Minster Bilent Ecevit

Dear Prime Minister,
Turkey is currently poing
through u critical period. On
the vpe ‘hand she Is tryving to
overcome the deep seated
cconomic crisis, and on the
other she has important work
to do which is necessary for
entry o the ELL.
Overcoming  the  ceconomic
crisis and  weguiring  EU
membership depend direetly
on sulving Turkey’s
fundamental problems - or at
leust  taking serious steps
towards achieving thiv. These
are essentinlly guestions of
pence and democracy.

Turkey has for years had the
problem of not being able to
keep the peace within and
outside itz ferritory and of
having to fight ar home and
abroad. This has wasted the
country's resources, Tuorkey
has. mot attempted o wse
repson and common scnse to
solve its home and foreign
problems, but instead has
resorted o the  polities of
power and repression.

This has been the case with the
hurdish question. Turkey
tries to Ignore the Kurds and
to put an énd to them through
pressure, terrorism nnd
assimilation,

Their threats and aggression
extend even to Kurds bevond
their  borders, Instead of
following UN Hesolutions and
internativnal . law  in the
Cypriot and Aegean Issues,
Turkey allows iself to povern
through stubbornness, threats
and the polides of power.

This is why Torkey cannot
bring ahout the peace; It
invests its resources in arms
for the war. Fermanent states
of emergency prevail within fes
vwn territory and it i on
constunt high zlert against i
neighbering countries. Turkey
continually bombs within fes
own territory.

Alone over the past 15 vears,
losses In the conflict with the
Kurds have amounted to
hundreds of hillions of dollurs,
not to mention the incalculable
loss of human life.

This is the main reason for the
foilure of attempts to bring
ahout & recovery, for the low
standard of living, and for
poverty. This is the main
renson for Turkey's economic
crisis, This situation is why
Turkey is now dependent on

forcign POwers and
international funding
institutions.

This situation I alzo the main
reason why Turkey does not
manage to democratize. The
regime, which denies freedom
for the Kurdish people, denics
democracy for the Turkish
penple. Policies of oppression
result in violence. Freedom

Let us build a free society on the basis of equality.

Peace and freedom should exist in our eountry.."

does not have a chance in a
soclety which ix constantly
confronted:  with  violence.
This situation is also the main
hurdle to  Turkey's EU
ambitions. Those that govern
Torkey want to get Turkey
inte the EU without solving
the country’s problems and
without acknowledging
democratic rights and
freedom. This Is not a very
practical artitude.

As long as Turkey sticks to
such erroneous policies, the
situation will not change. The
economic crisis will not bhe
avercame and EU
menthership will not become o
reality.

Drenr Frime Minister,
It would not have happened if
the politics of power had not
been pursped. The Kurdish
guestion could have heen
solved peacefully, throogh the
recognition of the rights of the
Kurdish people. This would
have given Turkev peace at
home. The Cyprus question
could have been solved by
following UN  resolutions,
international law and through
arbirration. Torkev  conld
have followed a foreign policy
tawards its neighbors which
had peaceful relations as its
basis. Turkey would then have
become acquainted with peace
und the country's resources
would have been Invested In
production instead of war and
arms. Such a Turkey would
not have required increasingly
repressive structures af
oppression. The harriers to
human rizghts and freedom
would have been lifted and the
country wonld have become
democratic.

Such 8 country would have
had no problems entering the
EU before azll the others.

Could the Kurdish question
not have been solved throngh
the recognition of the rights of
the: Kurds, dear Prime
Minister? Why are vou, the
government, the former prime
ministers and governments, so
agrinst recogoition  of the
rights of the Kurdish people?
What do the Kurdish people
demand which  apparently
SCCIS 50 impossible?

You and wour predecessors
and those currently in vour
povernment, have alwavs
portraved the demands of the
Kurdish people as separntist
and destroctive and as
treasonahle towards  the
people  and  the  nation,

Have the Kurds vceupicd your
country  or  have  they
attempied to occupy 17 You
dlso know that one thouzand
years ago the Turks arrived in
Anatolla and that the Kurds
were already there. The Kurds
bave lived here, on the land
which is called Kurdistan, for
thobzands of vears.

The Kurds have their own
language, one which differs
completely from Turkish. Just
as the Turks have their own
natian, s to do the Kuords
with their own language and
culture,

The Kords are not trying to
partition  the country of
others. On the contrary, It Is
their country which is has
been partitioned. The Kurds
want to live in freedom on

their own land. They would
like to  freely govern
themselves, to determine their
own fulure, to freely wse and
develop their language and
calture and to utilize for
themselves thelr country™s
FESOUrTes.

Just as the Turks have the
right to do so, s0 dao the Kurds,
Prime Minister, von consider
a% inadeqoate a federation for
the 150,000 Turks in Cyprus,
representing just a [fifth of
Cyprus's population, und hayve
called  for o confederal
solution. Whnt then do you
demamd  for  the Kuordish
nation  with 40  million
populativn whoese couniry, the
siz¢ of France. has heen
partitioned? Couldn't voo
demand the same for the 20
million Kurds within the
Turkish barders as yvou do for

the Turkish Cypriois?
Dear Prime Minister,
If Torkish is an  official
language then why oot

Kurdish? If Torks can be
taught in their mother tongue
in schools, why con’t Kurds?
Why is rodic and TV in
Turkish permitied but not in
Kurdish? Why can’t Kurds be
guverned by their own elected
parlismentary members and

government? Why does
Ankara’s  parliament and
povernment helong only to the
Turks? Why do

caurts only pass judgments in
the MName of the Turkish
People? Why are politieal
parties not permitted which
have the name "Kurdish" or
"Kurdistan"?

From where do you get the
right to oceupy Kuordistan, to
rob the Kurdish people of sl
their rights and to ban their
language, names and even
their songs.? Who gives yvou
that right? The United
Mation’s Universal
Declaration on Human Rights
T God = Almighty?

It s not us Kurds who are the
separntists  and  offenders.
Cruite  the reverse, we have
been  offended  against. Qur
homeland was partitioned and
arc people were put in chains.
Whether this happened a few
hundred years ago or 8 vears
ago doesn’t change the fact.
Our penple’s oppression and
suffering continues unabuted
today,

Is it not the tvpical reasoning
of 0 tyrunny o oppress us on
the one hand and to portray us
as the offenders on the other?
You may have managed to
eaplain this insanity away to a
scction of your people, who
you have blinded with your
racist and chauvinistic
prejudices and have made
them enemies of the Kuords,
and who have participnted in
vour policies of oppression
and exploitation. But how do
you intend explaining it away
to the world?

Dear Prime Minister,
A new way of thinking is
required to solve all these

problems. These who govern
Turkey buve o let go of the
erroneous policics which have

been  purswed  over  the
centuries, and to accept a
completely new way  of

thinking, Thiz will of course he
difficult for those whose sonl
and reasoning is inseparably
linked to such  primitive
policies. But there is no other

WHY.
Be  realistic, please. The
Kurdish guestion s not a

question of any Kind of a
minority but a question of a
nation of 40 million peaple.
Twenty million of these people
is' living in the North
Kurdistan, the region
confrolled by Turkey. To dute
the question has oot been
solved by uppression,
deportation or massacres and
will not be solved using such

primilive methods,
Many states such a5
Switzerland, Belpium and

Canada have already solved
such a question. We could do
it az well. Tt is the federal or
confederal solotion. We could
apply the solution which vou
have in mind for Cyprus, to
the Kurdish guestion,

The procedure for
commencing 3 phase  for
resolution B toe  enter Into
diglogue. Do not be stubborn -
start talks with the Kurdish
side as szoom as  possible.
Stop muking it easy for
yourselves by accusing  the
Kurds of being terrorizstz. If a
section of the Kurdish
movement has chosen the way
of terrorism then this is a
product of voor houndless
policies of oppression  and
vour systematic terrorization
of the Kurdish gquestion. 1T we
look ntf your centuries-old
lerrurism against the Kuords,
then Kurdish terrorism is, in
this  context, ridiculously

insignificant. And do not
forget that resistance to
yppression is an  inalienable

right in any of the world’s
relipions as well as in being a
United Nation standard.

Ell memhbership candidacy
and the Copenhagen Criteria
provide n valuuble
opportunity (o peaceiolly soive
the Kurdish guestion. Even if
the rights in the Criteria are
limited in view of the extent of
the Kurdish queston, the
guarantee of working within a

peaceful framework would
still be Important in taking
specific  steps  towards a
solution.

Drear Prime Minister,

Despite promises (o fulfill the
Copenhagen  Crileria,  your
government has not made any
scrivus progress over the past
two vears. In contrast, they do
everything to water down and
avoid the eriteria. Some
proposals  currently  being
talked about, which
supposedly fulfill the criteria,
are simply pathetic.

For example, the daily half
hour news programme in local
TV which vou want to portray
as press freedom for native
lungunges. For native
language tuition you do not
make schools available, only
extrocurriculur cowrses. This
is mot just pathetic but also
insulting.

Dear Prime Minister,
You and all the others who
offer such proposals must
become aware that we are not
beprars. Such proposals are a
disgrace and do not contribute
anything  to  solving  our
problems, Whoever hus
thought ont. these proposals
and made them public just
wants to mislead and hold off
the kordish people and the
international community.

Kurdish, like
Turkish, is 2 modern
independent

language. It Is also
an older languape
than Tuorkish. It is
the languace of 40
million peaple.
Hundreds,
thongands of works
af art and liternture
have been  created
with this language,
There is no clement
of truth ‘in the
prejudices of the racistz and
chauvinists.

Rights to language and culture
cannot he achieved through
solutions which are
underhand and only for show,
For a solution, priority must
he given to the following
within the framework of the
Copenhagen Criterin:
The racist constitution of
September 12th, which hardly
differs from that of @ police
statute, must be replaced with
4 democratic constitution.
Kurdish Identity must be
acknowledged. Kurdish must
be made an official lanpuage
with Tuorkizsh hecause it is the
language of a third of the
country’s population.
Just a5 there  are puoblic
broadcasters which transmit
in Twrkish 24 howrs a day
there should also (iT3
broadeasters which tronsmit
in Kurdish all day long, We
also pav tnx, Just as private
radio and TV stations are
allowed to  broadesst  in
Turkish so should the Kurdizh
language have the same right

The recommendation  to
provide Kurdish as a courses
or as a subject choice in order
ta meet the demand for
education in  Kuordish, is
pathetic and makes no sense.
Fduocation in Kurdish must be
made available from primary
school throongh to wmiversity,
The Kurdish prople must be
able to have basic education in
Kurdizh.

In short, there haz to be equal
rights In the areas of the
media and edocation for hath
peaples.

Kurdish palitical parfies must
he permitted and allowed to
freely make public their views
and policies, including those
enncerning  solutions o the
Kurdish yuestion.

These are the first important
steps  towards  solving  the
guestion. A Tundamental
selution can only be possible
on the hasis of equality and -in
our  opinion - through =
federal structure.

We are convinced thal both
peaples could live in peace on
the hasis of equality and
within o federal structure,
There is no reason why it
should not  be  possible.
Whocver wants to  coexist
must internalize notlon: of
equality.

Isn't the European Union such
a federation - or at least a
eonfederation? Why shouldn’t
those who are considering
jolning a confederation of
many nations nat consider the
same Kind of relation with
their thousand wvear old
neighbors? If rthere are
obstacles to this, then it is the
racist, chaovinist and
colonialist prejudices of the
country’s governmenl as well
% their hostility towards the
Kurds.

Dear Prime Minister,
I call on you to end the policies
of oppression! Do not denv ns
the rights and freedom which
you see as valid for yourselves.

Hecopnize the rights of the
Kurdizh people!
Let us honestly nepotiate the

alms and standards which
Mustafa Kemal expressed in
the war of liberation with the
Mational Pact: the country to
be defended is the epuniry
where Torks snd Kurds sie in
the majoriry.

We  defended  this country
together but do not enjoy
freedom  together. We were
there Im the war b
afterwards we have heen
denfed. We Kurds are the anes
who have heen wronged nnd
wha have heen cheated.

Let us realize what Tsmet
Pasha said at the Conference
of Lausanne: just s this
country belongs to the Turks,
so does it also belong (o the
Kurds. Kords and Turks are
the foundations of this country
and minority rights for them
will not sulfice.

Let us build a frec society on
the basis of cquality. Peace
and [reedom should exist In
GUr country. -

Let us find the remedy against
this centories-old  festering |
wound and to clear away the
ohstacles hefore the Kurdish
and Turkish people,

The Kurdish people will not
accept any other solution thun
this one, You can keep (o your
politics of power but it will not
bring any results amd valuable
time will again be wasted,
Such policies are also not in
the imterests of the Turkish
peaple.

Dear Prime Minister,
I ask you and all the others
respomsible  for the current
poar  sitwation, (o become
modern, sensible and  jusi.

If we Kords and Turks are
brothers and sisters, then we
should live together as equals
and not like masters and
slaves.!

Friends and enemies should
know that we Kurds will never
accept o status of slavery or
inequality, nnd that we will,
spomer or later, acguire the
rights and frecdom due to us.
It is possible to achicve thiy
quickly and with benefits to
both peoples. Any attempt to
prevent this will just mean 2
further delay in reaching this
end and further soffering far
both peoples.

You can not carry such
responsibility for much longer.
Whoever overestimates
himsell and perhaps fnds a
few wretched Clagunenre who
have nn idea of what the
future might bring, will
certainly not make n name for
himself in the books of history.
The next generation will not
forgive those who blocked the
way for both peoples through
erroncous policics, and who
ruined their futures.
With Best Regards and
Wishing You Better Health,

Kemal Burkay
Creneral Secretary
Sncialist Party of Kurdistan
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In Oectober 1988, while the
destruoction of Kurdistan and
the mass killing of the Kurds
by the Iragi regime was a well-
known fact, though
understandably not
documented, at Jeast in the
West, Milton Viorst published
n peculiar article in the
International Hearald Tribune
{2) under the title: "fraq and
ihe Kurds: Where Is the Proof
of Palgon Gas?.'
Viorst felt that it was unjust to
punish the Iragi government
for a particular erime that,
according to some authorities,
mny pever buve tuken place.”
To do the Iragi government
seme good he then spent a
week in Iraq 'leoking into the
quesiion.’  Since  those who
alleged that Irag had used
chemical weapons apainst the
Rurds were not able o proaf
it. ¥iorst's visit to Iraq was
preseénted in the arficle as a
proaf of the apposite.
ter confirming that Iray
senf s army 'to crush u
ciebwellion  of the Kurds who
lought at lrun's side.” as lrag
| simed. ‘to stamp  our  the
insurgency,’ Vierst tells his
| resders what he saw from an
| lrogi helicopter: "the ruins of
| Irondreds of Kurdizh
{ mpuntain  villapes that  the
lragi wrmy destroyved to deny
| the rebels sanctuary.” From
what he saw, he could though
conclwde thar "If lethal gas was
nsed. . It was  @or  wsed
penocidally - that is, for moss
killing" Since the Kuordish
population in Traq constitute o
tghtly  knit community, ‘I
there had been  large-scale
Killing, it is likely they would
know and tell the world. But
neither 1 nor any Westerner I
cncountersd heard  such
allegutions.’
Buring his vigit, Vierst could
not see that the Kordish
soclety showed 'discermihle
sings of tension.' In his eves,
everything seemed to take its
normal conrse, "The northern
cities, where the men wear
Kuordish turbany and bappy
pants, were as bustling as [
hod ever seen them.” To
convinee his readers about the
‘nermality’ of [ife in  the
Kurdish areas, he tefls us that
he talked to armed Kurds,
members of Tragi military
units  mohilised against the
rehels.
Even if Traq used chemical
WEApHns, Viorst says
doubtfully, it ‘probably used
gas of some kind in nir attacks
on rebel positions,” but not
againgt the civilians, since the
sympiems the refupees showed
to doctors sent by France, the
UN and the Red cross to the
Turkish camps, 'could have
been produced hy a powerful,
but nonlethal, tear gas.' Stop
then annoying Irag and harm
the relationship berween Irag
and the United States, was Mr
Viarst's clear message,
Less than two vears later we
cume  to realise  how
prophetically Viorst spoke in
October 198%, when he self-
confidently reminded the US
officinls and decision-makers
that, 'Irag. having put down
the Kurdish rebellion, has no
wars on its agenda, and It has
pledged to abide hy the
Geneva convention nn
chemical warfare.' In August
1990 Iraq Invaded Kuwait, an
event that led to the Gulf war.
A Second Valce
During the war over Kuwait,
the Iragi regime's repression
af 'its own' people, in
particalar the use of chemical
weapons aguinsl the Kurds,
bevume un important part of
the ideolugical justification In

the ‘just war' to
restore Kuwait, The
unti-war camp was no
doubt irritated and
upsef by thiz rather
cvnlcal strategy. They

Iraq and the Kurds: a bibliographic essay (1)

the South, despite

FuRREY

pointed  out man}
inconsistencies in the
Allies" policies, heing
in the Middle FEast,
warld-widea,
historically or
CONTEMPOrary.

One person who could

The Andal Campaigns: February - Sepmmber 1988

a

all the Iranian
attempis, NEVEr
attempted to rise

apainst the BRa'thi
regime. The Kords

I

;] were also hrought

i under control. and

=1 were in 1988

£]  mainly loyal to the
regime,

Characteristic  of
Lhis kind of
literature is  the

not leave this major absence  of any
event  uncommented discussion
was of course Edward resarding the
Suid. . Several aspects - conditions af
of the event could 'srability” and
encourage him to et *cahesion’ they
involved, such as the il praise  the Ba'th
quﬁsti?n_ of 3 rhememy g regime has brought
rquer:aII!sm, \m: e : abont in  such «
natinnalism, an ichlv. = "uns B!
haman rights violation, to  5¢cref police bulldings in the of towns; chemicul ailacks peun l,:ln":b -EI,;J::;L:_L:
name bot  few, On 7 March  Major  towns  and  cities.  against the Kurdish civilinns:  oouior like that in Irmy, Thire
1991, Saidwrate: Although  much of the  the adminisirative frumework i po account of the kind and

The e¢lwim thyt O0cuments was bwrmed or  of the  most  important  oyqeng of the suffering inflicted
Irag gassed its own citizens dﬂsrm_‘fed during the  campuign called Anfal by the 00 ihe population by such
hus often bee repeated. At confusing days of the uprising,  regime itself. from March policies, =

Best. this j¢  more ihan 13 fomes  of 1987 to April 198Y; the Anfal  pe orher kind of literatirs,
uncertain. There € at leagt pne  d0cuments, contained in §47  campaign, lasted  officially  opien is highly eritical, is of

boxes with 2 total number of  from 23 Fehroary t 6 :

War College report,

done  while Trag
was a US ally claims that the
gazssing of the Kurds in

Halahja was done
by Iran. Few people mention
such reports in the

media todav (3],
Given his pohlic image of
being  among  the eritical
mtellectuals, Suid"s ntiempi to
cast doubt on Irng's wse of
chemical wenpons ngainst the
Kards was not only surprising
bul shocking, since it came
from 2 "secular oppositonal
intellectual’ who belonged to 3
'clazs of informed,! who did
not allow himself ‘the loxory
of playing the identity game’,
who  desired to 'more
compassionately  press  the
interests of the onheavd, the
narepresented, the
mnconnected people of our
world,” and who wanled to do

that 'with the aceents of
persunul  restraine,  historical
scepticism  and  commiited
intellect.'(4)

Detafied Documents

Although, ar that time, no one
would have heen ahle ro quote
an [ragi document fo help
Edward Suid to overcome his
uncertainty, the evemts after

the war had at least one
unimaginable  dimension: it
provided an unprecedented

opportunity to give soificient
proofs that the Iragl regime
wis using chemical weapons
ggainst the Kurds, and to do
s0 by using the regime’s own
detailed docnments.

In her introduction to =
docomentary book, Saddum
speaks on the Gulf Crisis: a
collection of documents, {5) an
Tsraeli specinlist on modern
Iraq, Ofrn Bengio, indicated
that the fnvasion of Kuowait

could  best be  understood
aguinsl the backyround of
Irng's internal  political

development since July 1979,
i.e. after Saddam Hussein's
rise to power. By Augnst 1994,
Saddam Hussein's
'megalomania led him to apply
his domestic style of rule to
forelpn policy.' But whar do
we exactly know ahout the
characreristics of this
"domestic style of rale’? Is it
possible to onderstand and
comprehend the scole  of
vinlence inflicted upon  the
Kuwaitis, without having =z
proper picture of this domestic
stvle of rule applied to foreign
policy?

During  the unsuccessiul
Kurdish uprising of March
1991, hupe quantities of Tragi
povernment  records  were
captured by the Kurds in the

pages ostimated as over four
million. are now In the USA
for safe-keeping. under the
duspices of the Middle East
Watch (MEW). Genocide in
Iraq () and Bureaucracy of
Repression (7) are the latest to
be published by Middle East
Watch in erder to reconstroct,

document, and demonstrate
the [Iragl recime's policy
afrainst the Kurds,

particularly during the vears
of 1987 through 1989, Their
comclusion  is  that  the
orgnnisation ‘belipyes it can
demonstrute  convincingly a

deliberate intent on the part of

the govermment of President
Saddam Hussein to  destroy,
through mass murder, part of
Irag's Kurdish minority. [the
kurds] were targeted during
the Anfal as Kurds. [and that]
Saddam Hussein's  regime
committed a panoply of war
erimes, together with crimes
against humanity and
genocide,” This is not o hasty
conclesion: but rather one
based on H] unique
combination of three
painstaking research projeces
lasted over eighteen months:

1. oral testimony
from over 350 evewitnesses or
survivals;

2 forensic
evidence from areas of mass
graves; and

3. hoge amount of
captured Iragi documents,
Bureaucracy of Repression is
published in order to give a
general picture about the Iragi
documents  currently  heing
analysed by DMiddle Fast
Waich. It Is "a Haly Grail for

researchers: tir have
opportunity to speak to
survivors of homan rights

violations, dig wp hones of
thnse wha did nat sorvive, and
then read the official fccount
of what took place - all while
the regime that carried out
these outrages was still in
power - was unigue in the
annals  of human rights
research.’ The sample of 38
Arabic documents with
English trunslation that the
book contains serves as a very
good introduction to that huge
amount of documents.

The samples are organised
around several Important
catepories, such ag
Arabizatdon of the Kurdish
areas, a policy with many
roots in the 1960s; policy
towards  prohibited  areas
created prior to the mojor
operations:  of  1987-1980:
destruction  of thouwsands  of
Kurdish villages and s dozen

September, 1988; the war aver
Kuwait and the sohsequent
domestic uprisines: and last
categary as other documents
of interasts,

Frocedural Langupge

All topether, the documents
"display a remarkable
consistency  in style. The
langunge is dry and formul,
indicating rigid burenucratic
procedures, [They| highlights,
ws well  ay show the
methodology  and  routine
character of a bureancracy of
repression in  action. [they]
offer a unigue vista on the
fnner  waorkings  of  a
sophisticated one-party police
state. |[The completeness and
sophistication  of the Tragi
archive] emphasize that the
docaments constitute ]
eredible, authentie cxpression
of the state's action agninst the
Kurds.' This repori offers a
clesr introduction to  the
uniyue discourse of repression
the Ba'thi regime developed In
an  enclosed, Isolated and
concealed Irag from  which
lirle  was  escaping the
machinery of state censorship,
prior to March 1991,

Schalars wrifing o
anthoritarian and totalitarian
regimes admit the difficultics
of obtaining relinble
docomentary  information on
most of the subjeets, but more
s0 when it comes to  the
gquestion of "sensitive” I=sues
such as violatdon of human
righis, idenlogy-related
projects of relocation,
displacing  part of  the
country's inhabitants and re-
shaping the socinl composition
of the entire population, often
referred to as "'modernisation”.
This is also true in the case of

Iraqg.
Schelarly Circumspection
Two kinds of scholarly

publications on the Ba'thi rule
in Irag is dominant. One of
them i= at Its best exemplified
by Frederick Axelgard's (8)
book puoblished in 1988, His
main theme is that, during the
Irag-Iran war In TIragq a
'coherent national identity’
emerged, thanks duoly to the
leadership of Saddam Hussein
and the Ba'th Party. The war
and the ‘modernisation’
policies embarked on by the
regime of Saddam Hussein,
althonzh it appenred 1o be
harsh in oulsiders’ eyes,
created = '‘mew  pation®
characterised by loyalty to the
Iraygi state and the leadership
of Saddam Huzsein. The main
evidence of this successful
enterprize is that the Shi'is in

course best exemplified by
Marion  Farouk-Sloglett  and
Peter Sluglett's  publicntions
(9 and by Samir al-Ehalil's
hook (10  Despite  their
critical account of the events
and their  distoste Tor  the
Ba'thist methods of
conducting  politics,  their
attempts  to  document the
political events were fimited
by the politics of seerecy and
the suppression of
information. characteristic of
the Ba'th in Irag since 1963,
Irag's invasion of Kuwait, the
suhsequent  war and  the
March 1991 uprisings of the
Shifis in the Sonth and the
Kurds in the North radically
changed that. The wvicious
circle of fear and apathv was
hroken by the new conditions
emerged gradually during the
Gulf war and the Irugi army's
finnl defeat by the Allicd
forces. The wprisings did not
only show how superficial the
image of stability and cohesion
was; they suddenly made It
possible o rept on it
Internal ennditions; the
methads and the procedures
used, and the level of the
suffering  of the entire
population, particularly that
of the Kurdish civilinns in
northern Irog (11

In this sense Genocide in Irag
is most well come to fill this
gap. It demonstrates with cold
precision, thowgh forcefully
and above all honestly, how
the crime of penocide was
committed hy the present
Ba'thi regime in Irag against
the Kurdish population. Tt
does not give an account of
theeven 5 from an  Tragi
helicopter, nor does it quote a
War  College  source (o
denounce anllegations. Ruther,
it is based on the experience
and testimony of the those
who were  affected by the
horror of chemical weapons,
brutal army attacks, terror of
security services and
collaboration of Kordish
militia men rounding up
villagers. Ta substantiate the
testimonles Genocide in Trag
quates instead Iragi
documents never meant to see
daylight, in written forms, on
recorded andin tapes and on
viden tapes, as well as forensic
evidence from identified sites
of mass graves.

Anfal Operations

Despite all public denial of
using  chemical  weapons
sgainst the Kurdish civilians
in 1988, the Iraql regime did
not deny a campaign b called
Anfal. In a reply toa petition
by a former Kurdish POW,

Chielf of the Bureau of the
Presidency informed the man
that his 'wife and children
were [ost during the Anfal
Operations that took place in
the Narthern Repion in 1988,
Anfal, o nome of 0 surn in the
Koran, is thus the official
military codennme used by the
Iragi gevernment in its public
propouncements and internal
memorunda, It was 3 name
given to a concerted series of
military offensives, eloht in all,
conducted in six  distinct
Kurdish sengraphic arens
between late. Febroary amd
early September 1988,

It is important to note that in
reality Anfal corrgsponded to
something more than military
oifensives against the Kordish
villziges nmd Eurdish
risistance. Anfal meant co-
ordination of many measures
starting with destruction of

thousands of villapes;
pathering rural population
after muftiple chemical

attacks; transporting them to
the camps: processing  the
captives  through  isolating
them and  determine  whoe
should - be scol  fo  deaths:
transporting different groups
to different destinies - women
und children to particular
camps.  elderly  people o
southern Irag and the men
aged between 15 and 50 to
gravesites-  ander  extreme
sterecy: using fire squads to
Kill large proups of men near
pre-dupped mass praves and
then coverlng the mass graves
as well as denying to know
anvthing ahaut their fares,
Iragi anthorities did nothing
to hide the Anfal compaign
from public view. 'On  the
contrary, ns cuch phaseof-the-|
operation trinmphed, ity
swecesses were trnmpeied with
the some propaganda fanfare
that attended the victorivus
battles in the Iran-Irag War.'
As spch, Anfal was a logical
¢xtension  of  nearly two
decades of POVErAMEnt
Arabization of the Kuordish
areas. For all fts horror, Anfal
was niot entirely
unprecedented, heciuse
tervible atrocities hud been
visited on the Kurds by the
Ea'th Party on muny vecasions
particuraly sigee 1968, In the
wake of an official sutonomy
granied to the Kurds in the
firs huif of the 70"z, the Ba'th
Party embarked on the
Arabization of the oil-
producing areas in Kordistan,
evicting Kurdish farmers and
replacing  them with poor
Arah  tribesmien  from  the
sonth, guarded by government
troops.  Aflter  the  the
Hourdistan Democratic Party
(KDPF) Med into Iran after the
collapse of the Kurdish revolt
in  Murch 1975, tens of
thousands of villagers from
the Barzani tribes fTorcibly
removed [rom their homes
and relocated to harren sites
in the desert south of Traq,
where they had to rebuild

their Hves by themselves,
withont  any form  of
assistance.

Evacuntion, Punishment, and
Waste In the mid- and late
1970s, the regime pgain moved
against the Kurds, forcibly
evactnting al feast o gquarter
of o million people from Irag's
borders with Irug and Turkey,
destroying their  villages  fo
create a cordon sanitaire along
these sensitive frontives. Most
of the displaced Kurds were
relocated  imto mujamma’at,
crude new settlements located
on the main highways in
army-controlled areas of Iragi
Kurdistan.

To be continwed
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Zara

By Simko Ahmed

Zara was born in Abughreb,
the higgest prison in the dust
deep of rural desert of
Bughdud arca, Abughreb
lankes Tike the butcher shop of
human heings. In the land
around the prison there are
many  mass and individaal
graves for those prisoncers who
were either died under tarture
or been slaughtered by the
unkind men of  Saddam
Husain,  Some mights wild
dogs and wolfs are coming
here to eat the hody of the
dead prisoners, they are not
well-covered graves and wind
easily removes the desert
sands over them.
Zara *s aye v only 6 springs
but she has never scen the
wide green fields full of puppy
and narcissus flowers. She has
never  seen birds  chirping
arpund her, she was born six
years agn inside the scream of
behesding her father In frone
of her mother, mother never
forget that red bloody day
were four men with black
scary military hoot and knives
in their hand sloughed him, it
took them half an hours to
chop his head off. They cut it
from back of the neck slowly
s0 85 he feels the maximum of
pain,  She never forget that
red ring around her hushand’s
neck while he was screaming
in pain like a chicken under
the knife of the hbutcher. She
never could find the reason of
that scary scenario! Her
husband was just a simple
shepherd who is whole life was
just a small Shimghal
(Kurdish musical instrument)
in fis hand and he was always
singing and playing for his
sheep In  the nature and
mountains of Qaradagh.
Larm never scen mountain and
she never seen the full sky
becausze she is in the women
zone of the prison and the only
bright nnd sun they can feel is
that hlond stream of the
sunshine that comes from the
rectangular hole in the roof of
the public ball in the person.
The rectangular hole in the
roof siripped with iron bars
and on the top there s mass of
spiky barbed weirs, Many
innocent people born and dic
In silent in this scary world of
Abughreb. Zara thinks that
sky has rectangle shape with
the strip of iron bars,
“ Dada Salma, teach me the
reading™ Zara the only
energetic person in the whole
0TI
* you want to learn reading? |
still remember what we have
sfudying in the school in
Qaradahg"” Salam replied, o
woman in_her 40 but looks
much older, she has heen
repeatedly gang raped like all
the other women and boys in
Abughreh, She wos Freg;ul.nl
without knowing the father of
her kid.
“Zarn Zara wara darc - (Zara
Zara come ont)” she started to
teach the kid.
Zorp waus very exciting to hear
her name in the lesson and
urged Salma to repeat it for
several times.
In the women dorm there
were  over SO0 women

prisoners, daily torture and

rape hbecame usual life there,
recently when the  prisoners
give a child, they tuke him/her
after & months nobody knows
to where? But recently there
is rumer in the prison that
Iragi government take those
kids to the special place far
away from the civilization and
human beings to the deep
rural area in the desert to
grew them up In a very wild
and special circumstance that
does not introduce humun
kind in their hearts and
teaching them violence from
carly childhood, sex among
themselves and  some  times
killing one of them by the
others. Tragi government

il

needs that special force for his
future use.

Salma knows where her new
horn will go?

The huge lapd sound of
whistle shacked everybody
“to_the public hnll” @ manly
kg voice shouted in Arabic
language

Daily routine gathering there,
the soldicrs and  butchers with
their ~ Ottoman  style  of
mustaches and sticks in their
hands, depressed and tired
women were lining, evervbody
were standing on her number
which was written on the
Muor, here people are numbers
rather than souls.

Fara with her deep Hurdish
dark eyes standing in hetween
her mother and Sulma, with
scared eyves watching that big
hairy man talking and his
moustache was moving like a
blnck bird over his lips, she
nnderstand nothing of what he
Is zayinp?

She was in her own dream
world and very much in fove
with sky and birds that were
by chance flying over that
little rectangle farmed skov.
Suddenly  the  wave of
happiness passed by her little
small heart as she saw the
white pigeon flying close to the
barbed wires of the
rectangular sky. Her baby
mauth opened with a hig smile
that looked like anple
watching puradise. The sound
of the wings of the while
pipeon  avercame the laod
noise of the ugly hig man. She
couldn't control her
hoppiness; she  started  to
scream while her eyes couldn't
move looking at the white
bird,

A big stick beat on her head
stopped her dream, and she
came back to the bitter world
of Abughreb. She knows that
she cannot cry here if she does
the uogly man wha has hig
black moustache and shoes
will beat her.

The routine daily sccounting
and horing talks finished and
the main aim for that daily
meeting was to choose the new
victims for rupe.

“Purn Salma, I saw the zolden
eagle that you told me, .-:Ep. was
just Mying over the sky when
we were in the line® Zara told
Salma with enthusiastic and
exciting vodce.

“no that i not golden eagle
which looks for her fumily |
hut it is white pizeon who
loves kids and bring letters to
everyone™

the pigeon starts to grew up in
Fara’s heart

“where does she sleep?™

“in the green forest on the top
of the hig tree, where she cam
see the sun rise and sun set,
where people can  sleep
comfortable, she can My to any
places she wants! She never
hurt anybody but loves
evervbody™

“Pura zalma™ that is how the
kid called her “what Is green?
Is it like the color of vour
cloth?” the baby asked
“no that is noft green but
vellow, it Is sun’s colar™
“green is color of prass and
spring” Sulmu found hard
me to teach the kids of the

things that she has never seen
in real.

In the free time all the women
were talking in  their short
time that they all can gother
in the public hall for only two
hours a day. Those women
where captured  in  Anfal
campaign  against  Kurdish
villages In morthern Trag.
Aftermath of Irag-lran war
1984 Irugi government
lunched =« big  military
campaign against Kurdistan,
theyv killed all the male in the
villuges und took the women
and kids to southern and
middle desert prisons in [rag
to the unknown fotare.

Salma  involved in women's
gossips, the talks were always
going around same subjects,
amunesty will come soon and
they are going back home,
who got raped recently and
who got birth? Always zame
:.uhEn:cis. everybody WY
laaking for little bit hope to
get aut of this hell.

The kid draw the attention of
all the privoners by her
extreme happiness shouting,
the white pigenn flied sgain
over the pale and =ad
reclangular sky, this time all
the women in the hall started
shouting in happiness for hoth
the pigeon and the girl.

This Inud and noise created =
hig problem in Abughreh, fenr
of riot and instability of the
prison. The women were
driven to their dorms; two
voung girls were beaten to
death that svening.

Wing of dark night covered
the sad land of Abugherb, it
covered hundreds of green
dreams of the prisoners,
dreamsz about living in home
in peace and green. Dreams of
renniting the familics, dreams
of farmers tea hreaks, kissing
lover’s lips again. Dream of
running in Kurdistan's green
fields, smelling narcissus...
Fara ‘s dream in that dark
silent nights Iz to have the
wings of the white pigeon a
flying  over green fields, she
couldn’t sleep till Iate night,
that dark night many white
pigeons  were around = her

illow, the entire feeling of the

orm  was different for her.
She could feel prass and see
what green means? Winpgs of
white pigeon's were flying in
her black hair, in all the
dorms in Abughreb bringing
letters packed with narcissus
flowers, The sound of their
wings from room to room,
they were flying like a white
ring all over the silent womén.
They finally Ieft Abughreb
from the rectangulnr [ramed
hole, nobody could stop them.

Next day came, sun brought

her blond hair again o
Abughreb, Fara smallest lady
in the prison. The line of the
women in the public hall, no
hreakfast was served that day
as punishment of vesterday’s
noise,

The ugly hig man with black
mustache and boot walking
beside the line of freaked
women., Nothing could be
heard apart of his military
boot rhvthms. Az he reached
Zara is point he stopped and
lvoked ut her uncombed curly

dark hair, staring at her with
ne sound thinking of the
pleasure of raping fresh virgin
kid, il she was nol too small
she wonld have seen that other
scary scenario todav, many
guards have same dream in
the women dorm and woiting
for few more vears to put their
horny wolf hands in her body.
Lara with scarcd ¢yes through
her curly hoir looking at his
mustache for the first time so
close, Finding it scarier that
what she was expected.

“so  you were bad  girls
vesterday, for the 1™ time I
could hear your voice from my
office, all that for small hird
passes by vour sky?™ the head
of the prison snid wilh rude
and harsh voice full of anger.
Iragi povernment easily kill
any  officers who  are not
capahle to do their tasks, that
why he was so waorried ahont
the situation. He started to
give his cheap lecture and talk
same thing fnPr long time with
waords and vaice full of hatred
and threaten.

Zara was the last one listing
and understanding what he is
saying? All what she knows
that he Iz scary. One hour has
passed all the women standing
in lime and the big ugly mon
walking arnund and
threatening.

The two dark eves of Sara
catch the view of life, this time
the white pigeon not only
flying in the rectungulsr sky
but standing on the iron bar
over the framed roof, she felt
it . talking to her with her pink
nuil and moving her pretty
head down to the public hall
staring at the people, she
couldn™t stand that sllence and
boring voice of the wgly big
mun, she ¢ ed same o8 she
i% a lone with the white pigenn
in the green field; she shouted
us high ns she ever could make
it and clapping for the bird.
As she removed the first
stinky cover of the depression
and fear sibenee, the whole line
of the women replied for her
Innocent sound and shouted
and clapped with wedding
spund of tradition middle
Eastern women ‘s halhnla. Not
any more fear, nothing to live
for in Abughreb so why fear?

The shocked and unexpected
reaction by them drove mad
the ugly man with all the other
soidiers in the hall. Their
voices were covered by the
waves of  wvoices of the
prisoners singing for the white
pigeon. The biz man directed
his gun into the chest of the
hird, the anger and fear, hate
and wnkind tore up the white
chest apart, with sound of the
1" bullet the whole hall under
the fromed sky got  guoile
lnoked like he killed all of the
prisoners at once. Tn this scary
silence the white feathers with
ried warm blood coming down
to the ground covering the
numbers written on the floor.
The criminal eves of the ugly
big man got the shape of joy
while the reflection of the
framed sky and barbed wires
with desd white pigeon pave
the senry cyes view. Zara’s
eyes like all the otherscrowd ‘s
eyes staring at the tragic and
scary scenario, this deadly
stlence didn’t Iast long the
whole sky behind the framed
sky got full of tens, hundreds
and  thousands of colorful
pigenns  looked like all the
pipeons of Turkey, Syria, Tran
and Irag has gathered there.
You couldn’t see the skics
anymare lnoked like the whole
spaces are pligeons, white,
gray, red, blue, black znd any
colors of paradise. The big
ugly man with all the other
soldiers madly shooting at the
framed sky but were worthless
because  the pigeons  were
imfimity,

END.

The Los Angeles Times - " A Relationship With Bite":

Aflter so. many
with the TS

August 08, 2002 / by Kevin McKiernan

There's a Kurdish proverh thaf wams that
someone who has been bitten by a snake

: ]
There's a Kurdish proverh
that warns that someone who
has been bitten by a snake will
"always be careful of rope.”
That's good udvice for the
State Department o
remember as it opens strategy
sessions today in Washington
with leaders of the Kurds und
other Iragi apposition groups,
The Kuords have been burned
before and, of the groups
invited to Washington this
week, only they have =a
military presence inside Trag.
That fact Is of considerable
appeal o Pentagon planners
hoping to duplicate the United
States” success with indigenous
fighters in Afphanistan.
Today, two rival factions, the
Kuordistan Democratic Party
and the Patriotic Union of
kurdistan, rule an area In
northern Iraq roughly twice
the size of Massachusetts. The
region  has  been  under
Western protection singe 1991,
With a comhined armyv of
B0,000 lightly armed
peshmerga ("those who Tace
death™), the Kurdish troops
might he recruited as o new
"MNorthern  Alliance” in a
ground campaign to unseat
Saddam Husscin,
But this is nat the first time
the U.5. has encouraged the
Kurds (0 rise up sgainst
Baghdad, and many Kurds
are wary of betraval. "We are
not ‘soldiers on demand' or
‘custom-made
revolutionaries,! " Kurdistan
Democratic  Party  leader
Massoud Barzani told me in a
recent interview in northern
Irng. "We won'l  permit
another sellont by the United
States," he declared, referring
bitterly  tv  the uprising
fomented in Irag by the CIA
in 1975 when it armed the
Kurds through the shah of
Iran.
As u fovor to the shah, then-
Secretary of State  Henry
Kissinger secretly arranged
for 516 millivn to bankroll a
Kurdish uprising against the
Iragi government. But the
funding was a ploy, according
to a 1976 study by the House
Select Committee on
Intelligence,
In fact, the United States
never wanted the Kurds to
win, the once-secret report
said. Funding continued only
pntil Kissinger hrokéred a
deal with Hussein to cut off
support for the Kurds in
exchange for TIragi  lnmd
concessions  to the shah.
Irag, knowing in advance that
gid would be cut ofl, was able
to lounch o deeisive search-
and-destroy campaign against
the unsuspecting Kurds only
one- day after the apreement

wils sigmed.
Had the United States not
¢ncouraged  the  Kurdish

rebellion, the House report

gaid, "The insurgents mayv
have reached an
aecommodation  with  the
central  gcovernment, thus
gaining at least a measure of
autonomy  while avoiding
further bloodshed."”

The Kords, as another of their
old sayings goes, had no
friends but the mountains.
The Nixon administration
refused to exfend
humanitarian assistance to the
refupees It had helped to

be careful of rope.”

create, and Iran  forcibly
returncd about 40,000 Kurds
] Irug.

Declassified State Department
cables from the period reveal
that U.5. sgents protesied the
sudden ahandonment of the

Kurdish = allies. Kissinger
dismiss¢d  such | concerns.
According to  the House

report, he remarked toa staff
member at the time, "Covert
gction should not be confused
with  missionary work.”
The leader of the abortive
1975 uprising was  Massoud
Barzani's father, Mulla
Mustafn Barzani. When the
elder Rarzani died in exile in u
Washington  hospital  four
years later, Massoud was at
his side, T asked the vounger
Barzani what advice his [ather
had given him at the time.
"The biggest shock of his life,"”
the voonger Rarzami said,
"was betraval by the 11.5. He
told me to be caotious.”
The Kurds bring to
Washington hitter memories
of what followed the CIA
debacle.

In the 1980s, Hussein's army

destroyed 4,000 Hurdish
villages, killing or
"disappearing” 2003, 00
Kurds,

There seemed to he no

stopping Hussein. But even
after he ordered the chemical
attack  that Killed 5,000
Kurdish civillans in the city of

Halabja, the White House
refused o support - trade
sanctions  against  Irng.

There is alin the sad chapter
in Kurdish history following
the Gulf War in 1991, when
the - elder President  Bush
exhorted Iragis to rise up
agaknst the dictatar.
The Kurds took the cue, but
they found themselves
ahandoned, their  hasty
rebellion crushed by Hussein
without interference from the
West. More than 1.5 million
Kurds fled to the mountains of
Iran and Turkey; thousands
dicd.

Today, many see 1 "golden
era" in Tragi Kurdistan, The
economy of the Kurdish
region is good, people have
jobs, the shops are full of
imported products, There are
Internet cafes, satellite TV

stations and cellular
felephones.  There i &
respectable  court  system

alongside miniztries of health,
cducation and transportation.
In short, the Kurds have far
more af risk now than the
Narthern Alliance did hefore
LU.5. bombs started falling In
Alghanistan,

The Kurds may be willing (o
partner with America again,

but thiz tme they are
demanding a "transparent”—
not  covert—guarantee  that
they won't be left holding the
bag.

They want protection inst
reprisals  from  Baghdad,

which could include chemical
attucks. They aulso need (o
helieve that if Hussein is
overthrown, he won't be
replaced with an ex-general or
S0 other sutocrat.
Before the Kurds ecnlist in &
new oprising, the TLA. will
have to convince them they
will play a genuine and
significant role in u posi-war
Iraq.
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