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« La Question de Mossoul devant la Société des Nations », In l’Asie Française, n° 234, 

août –septembre 1925, p. 259. 
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British policy towards Turkey: Kurds and the 

end of Mosul issue: (July 1923-June 1926). 
 
 

 

Abstract: 
 

  In the Treaty of Lausanne (July 24, 1923) the question of vilayet of Mosul 
remains without regulation but opens the voice of Turkish-English bilateral 
negotiation. The English after the Treaty of Lausanne took up the question of linking 
the Kurds of vilayet Mosul by the new state of Iraq. Turkey insists on a referendum 
to settle the Mosul issue and the British firmly rejects it. Having reached an impasse 
in their negotiations, one month before the nine-month period given by the Treaty of 
Lausanne came to an end; Great Britain took the charge of putting the matter before 
the League of Nations. The situation of the disputed regions becomes the scene of 
wars and ambushes. The Turks wanted to gain what they lost through negotiations in 
order to occupy the disputed areas before a solution was put in place by the League 
Council. The English demand to settle the Turkish-Iraqi border issue while the Turks 
still ask to cross the vilayet of Mosul. On October 27, 1924 Great Britain asked for 
an extraordinary meeting for the League of Nations Council in Brussels. Two days 
after the council adept a border line says the line of Brussels and more to form a 
commission of inquiry to go on the spot for the verification of the facts and the 
situation of the disputed border regions. But Turkey rejected the line of Brussels and 
once the region became the theater of war and the tension of the armed conflicts. 
After the return of the League of Nations commission and presented his work. The 
commission report for strategic and economic reasons was in favor of the annexation 
of vilayet Mosul by Iraq subject to keeping certain cultural rights for the Kurdish 
people. This study tries to show the theses of each party and the place of the Kurdish 
question in the arena of this international conflict. Finally on June 5,1926 in the 
Ankara agreement, Britain and Turkey put an end to their four-year conflict. From 
that date, Kurdistan was divided and the Kurds in Turkey became "mountain Turks", 
in Iran "remaining as always Iranians", in Syria "Syrians without nationality" and in 
Iraq "the northern population of Iraq. 

 

Keywords: Turkey, Kurd, British, Mosul, Iraq. 




