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 The Art of Drawing, written in Kurdish / 1989. 
 Artist Mohammad Arif, preparation languages: Kurdish, Arabic 

and English / 1990. 
 The principles of academic art, translation into Kurdish / 1994. 
 Three international artists, translation into Kurdish / 2000. 
 With the eternal and universal paintings, in Kurdish / 2001. 
 
 The child in the global art, in Kurdish / 2005. 
 Ingres the leading French academic artist, in Kurdish / 2005. 
 Art Stores, in Kurdish / 2006. 
 The aesthetics of nature in the Kurdistan of Iraq and its impact 

on contemporary Iraqi drawing, (PhD thesis), written in Arabic / 2006. 
 Iraqi contemporary art, translated into Kurdish / 2007. 
 Four international artists, translation from Russian and 

preparation in Kurdish / 2007. 
Has nine manuscript books ready for printing.ging.ng.ggg
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1989 10th (Symphony of  the Mountains) / Ruaq Hall – 
Baghdad. 

 1993 11th / (overall Symphony  of Art  19611993-) / Media 
Hall – Erbil. 

 1998 12th (Kurdistan Lover) / Media Hall – Erbil. 
 1999 13th (I’m from Kurdistan) / Museum Hall – 

Sulaymaniyah. 
 2001 14th (Retrospective) / Hall of the National Museum – 

Baghdad. 

Group Exhibitions

 Since 1969, he participated in most of national exhibitions in 
Iraq, and Iraqi contemporary art exhibitions abroad, including Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Lebanon, Algeria, Syria, Morocco, Tunisia, Soviet 
Union, GDR, West Germany, England, France, Iran, and global 
Altreynala in India.

 He had a personal gallery in the form of a large basement 
which is about two hundred square meters, with more than 500 of 
paintings and drawings.

 Dozens of his paintings were distributed in art museums in the 
world and personal collections. 

 24 pieces of his paintings which was acquired by the National 
Museum of Modern Art, missed at the time of the invasion of 
Baghdad and the collapse of the dictatorial regime in April 2003 

 Works composed in Arabic and Kurdish and translated from 
Russian to both languages: 

 Art of Painting, written in Arabic / 1980. 
 Michelangelo, translated into Kurdish / 1981. 
 Paul Gauguin, translation into Arabic / 1982. 
 Delacroix, translation into Kurdish / 1983. 
 Millet, translation into Kurdish / 1985. 
 Rubens, translation into Kurdish / 1986. 
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Muhammad Arif 

Biography & professional life: 

 1937 Born in Rawandz, the province of Erbil – Kurdistan of Iraq. 
 1956 Diploma in the Institute of Fine Arts / Baghdad.
 1967 Master in the Academy of Fine Arts with honors / Moscow. 
 2004 Ph.D. in the philosophy of art with distinction / University of 

Salahuddin in Erbil. 
 2004 Founder of the Faculty of Fine Arts in Erbil. 
 Worked as a teacher of art at the Institute of Fine and Applied Arts 

and the Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad and Babylon, and assistant 
professor in (Faculty of Engineering – Architect Dept.) and professor at the 
University of Salahuddin, Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts at the University 
of Salahuddin.

 2001 Won the State Award for artistic creativity for a retrospective 
exhibition (19612001-). 

 Member of the Baghdad Modern Art 
 Member of Iraqi Fine Artists Association. 
 Member of Iraqi Artists Association 
 Member of the Association of International Artists (UNESCO - Paris) 

since 1974. 

Personal Exhibitions

 (1961 -1967) three exhibitions in the Soviet Union. 
 1971 4th exhibition / Hall of the National Museum of Modern 

Art – Baghdad. 
 1976 5th exhibition / Hall of the Kurdish Cultural Association– 

Baghdad. 
 1977 6th exhibition in Erbil. 
 1979 7th exhibition / Hall of the National Museum of Modern 

Art – Baghdad. 
 1981 8th exhibition (Impressions from the World / 19611981-  

Ruaq Hall – Baghdad. 
 1984 9th  exhibition (overall from 1961 to 1984) / Hall of the 

National Museum of Modern Art – Baghdad. 
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