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Assvrans who occupied 142 villages. The small distriet
o Salmas claimed 10.000 Assyriana. Seftled in the varione

cries and Jocalities on the western boundary of Persia, |
irnmedially adjcdning Tarkey, mara have. lived about -

130,000 Assyrians.

(E.) The Assyrians in Russia. ann by the woham- i

inedan opression, large numbers of the Assyrians had
it bioth Persla and Tovkey to saltle in lire varions pavts”

ol soull Rnzsia. Some 30,000 to £0.000 of thesa sojourn
now in the district of Irevan, Caucasin, A similur
number is ot {he present Ume in the city of THlis and
ite inviroiis, in Caucasia. Other Assyrians formed ten-
parary selllements in the-various Lowns situated on he
blsck sea. During (he first Russian withdrawal from

 Asmarbaljan, Aboot 40,000 Persian Assypien reflogees - - .. ]
‘munaged to escape 1o Rossia, and have reinained thers
ginen, All told there are not less than 400,000 Asswiais

in Rossia, end 03 % of these ave ready toreturn to an . | -

antonomous state, freed from former oppresion, and

protected by some mandatory power.

e

The mﬁﬂmq_qei-m:va [grores will pln.'nu iha I‘Lﬂ\n'ﬂn:'-':i:’ iy

population- ot not lesk than 600.U00 (et incliding India

and E4¥pt Assyrians), And while-the hree main Asse- <+

rian bodies are: seperated from each other by certain
prems mu.]llﬂd by the non Assyrian elemenls, they

'POWAT; !

{G:)The Jelamie Assysinnz. Liko unto the roins which
tell the story of o pest catastrophe, the moslemized
Assvrions constitute aliving listory of the pi:rs-er:ul.iﬁhl
to which the Assyrian people fur cenluries have been.
stbjecied. Within the areas still veenpied by lhe Asgy--
viang, or in the immediate vicinily of oll such areas,
there are inosiems wllil:h are ﬁuﬂnuh of tha mbrﬁau
‘origin. Perhaps one or two examples should. suffice, nel
only 1o reveal this fat, but alse 1o show the justificalion.

e
s
fabimat

- peviribeless are iim:g in u proximily safficiently close .2
"+ 4o form & seperate stale. protected by some mandalor.

L

———— e
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. br Bolh the Assyrian clnims and the Assyrian aepirations.

1  portion of thie Kurdistan mognlains, immediatly
west of e Persian boundary, there has lived @ Rurdish
rilse ol consideralile size, known by the name of " Shak-
k™ who [hemselvea admil thelr Assyrian pationality,

_and {01l present day they address the Kestorian pa-

- triarch in the mosl tevenent mannar, calling hiln by an
“enilgaring designation of *Uncle".

~ Tithe disirict of Sapna, immediutly.above thie district

of Barvar, in upper Messopolamia, there are bodies of

‘Kards, still retaining sufficient characteristics lo prove
el Assvrin origio.

" “The_Yezidies of the Shangar mountains, numbering

.. now ot tiidn 300.000 souls, dre of the Assyrian blood,
- “find their degarture from the chiristian fold is 6 4 compa-
.= rativély recent date.

[L:is ot necessary Lo maks mention of similar bodies
it othér localities; but the leaders of the Assyrian
people have always looked for the day of the opportu-
il to reclaini theit lost nationals back into the chris-

- 'tin*ulth; and iso into the national fold. And Indeed
.. with this end in view the Assyrian National Assoclations
. . ‘have begn organizéd, notonly in the United States and

Canada, but ‘also elswhere. Funds have been collec-
;led, ‘and National tréasnries have been created with
-snfficient réstdrces (o estabiish netional schools, nol

- only for the Assvrian people, but also for thoss of their

. 'l.:_rpumn'_’m-jﬂe;u-m bleod who are now lost Lo them
i the fold of Islam. And surely, history shows, that the
Assyrians, when given an oppariunity, are capable of
‘he achievemenl,
~ IL'The Assyrians and the War,

~ Antér the eulry of the Russian forces into Persia, and
infiscdially Before tho declaration of war by Turkey, the

,.'I'q_ry_Lsh govermnenl sent offigial emissares 1o Mar
Shimow, .the patriarch of the Nestorian branch of the

[
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Assyrion pa-cuﬂe, and offered the late patriarch largs.
sums of moner. fo _gold, on tho condition:that the pa~

trinreh and his peopls should remain nestral. Of the

three Assyrians. patriarchs; Mar Shimon alone wes in a:
posilion to-sfrike: against the Torks with I.hn.ﬁswrim;':_- i

independant L'Ib_m of Tyari, Tkhooma, Baz and Jeloo.
In the meanwiile, Mar Shimon's brother who was siu-
dving in Constanlinople; was kept as o hqmga by the
Torkish goversifient, and threatened withar horribla

death, in case Mar Shimon refused the Torkish mrmu;
went over (o the side of the allles. This iatelligence was-

officially communicated to the head and ths leader of
the Nestorians. The patifarch, however sent eovoys v

the Russien. melitary anthirities in Unnia, Persis, by,

whom he had - previously been approached,,
whom le had received s promise of 5.000°
informed the Iatter, that ha had decided to. dei:fm W
againet Tarker.
In addition ta the Turkish offer, the German consul

in Mosul, santaganl.a to Mar Shimon, guarantesing the -,
ahsolute security of all the Assyrians in the Torkisli| *
efmpire, on.-the ‘condition of the patriarch's peutrality. :+ - -
Even this German offer was refnsed, and fhe hnal:hliks'. i

commenced Mween iheTarks and.the Nestorian dssy-
rimng,
Thus fromw the ume of Torkey's entry \utu the war,

the Assyriens'have fought mmmthy 05 o distinet.

unit jo: (he grony of the Allled nations. The victorivs

‘credited 1o the Russian forces in Rurdistan, were fn-
~ reality won by Lhe Assyrian forces in that front of battle. . -

The Kords, wha were o perpetnal mmhm ta the
Ruossian npmllnm Avere absolulaly cleared from those

valleys by the army of Mar $himon. And had the©

Russians fulfilled their promise of supplying the palri-

arch’s forces with riflss and o few cannon,-the caplace - .

of Mosul by the Assyrianc would have been an easy
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certainly do nel need foreign skill for the development
ol mindral resodross.

Comimeree. In the line of commeree tha Assyriane
matle: such sirides az to aronsa the jeslonsy of their
_enemies both in Turkey and in Persia. In the contres

“where the Assyrians are found, both import and esport

‘business has g-uina}lv been passing into lheir hands,
Undoubtedly |his their success las indirectly been
respansible for a hatred that has now povred the ven-
gence of their porgeculors npen them.

Soclr are the capabilitles of 4 people who ask for
justics, and i the name and in the Interests ol justice

"7 they-ask to e created into a state undera mandatory

power. In the chposing of such a power, (he wishes of

the Assvrians in America are naturally for the united.

States, while thioss ‘of the patriarch Mar Shimon are for
Great Brilwin. Tlie question of the mendalory power,
liowever, we. voluntarily énbmit to the jodmment aud the
discretion of1he supreme: counil.

i ~ CONCLUSION.

1. The Astrrians, o8 a listoric people, bolh in (he

 interests of hislory and for Use perpetuaiion of Ut his-
toiry, slionld be created into o saparate stofe,

2. Their achivémaont n Uhe post,’ and heir loree
vontribotion for tie uplif of mankind, bolb i the edi-,
eativhial enm-mn and in e spreading of those pac-

“fvlng inJIu!nb.-m which arc the raal back bona ol civiliz-
l:un,aulﬂ.la ﬁmmmuu:t [ nmagu[hurm’r thefr clain.

3. A nalion that has persisted throogh centuries of

 persecation in the declaration of her fith, and has se-

crificed vast numbens of martyrs upon the altar of thal
-fatly, finds hee greatest vight to a recognitiomrol her claim
in Jier tonsclonsness of moral and spiritnal responstbi-

* Ilties, and also In Wie kuowledge 6F her capobilite to
“résume (he dirtharge of those humanitarinn and sell

sacrilicing oblizations,

e
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4 Aler the monner of tha figure belseld by Mases,
the fire of the Assyrian afistion has bean terrific; bot
ey have not beén cansumed. The historic nation has
still a remnant left, safficiently large 1o be crealed into
& separate stole.

3. As I.helllgamnt people: who Lave risked more and

sacrificed proportiofiately, mare, fighting on the-side of

the Allies, they are enfitled 1o a realization of ‘Uheir
claim. fer & seperale slate.

6. As o belliperent people who eotored Into the war .
-~ on the side of the ‘Allies, in spite of the alluring endu-

-cements offered them by the Torkish G-uvernmunl, tha

claims of the iﬁyﬁmr for indemuities and reparation

are entitled to the yary. firs} consideration. The very

* plight unhelr vefogees calls for immediate altention. .
" 1. Webave the most gonclusive proofs to show that

- the Assyrisns wmurgulbylh official representa-

L

. tives of Great Britain, France snd Russie, to enter
“info. the war oo the side of the Allies, and were
induced into a stats of belligerancy with ths most -
solomn promises of being given a free stats. The:

Assyrians, thmm::,hving risked the vory n:l:!‘,sl-anﬂ

of their nation, 'dnd -having made such-a
. saorifices upontha altar of fresdom, dempnd { 1thn--
promises- of the allied governments shnu.lﬂ now ber
. honerably redesmad. -

8.'The outrages perpetrated npon the Perslan ssyridng

shauld bo indemnified, end all their material losses -
should recelve. full: compensation from the authorities -
- directly responsiblal {br the Asszyrians' loss nEI.'I:‘a and
' “property. “ -
- 8. In the interest of fature pexce and: lnnquﬂlhr. s0- -
me plan should be devised whereby Salmas and Urmia- .

including Targavar and Margavar where the Assyrians

Y zbound, could-be exchanged for some other placs that

Would be perfectly satisfactory to the Parsian govern-
ment, ]
- .I ¥iid (e n,__'_-_{'.‘ﬁ.i-?g:f*n‘.‘r‘;‘:.ﬁ. o
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support for the Yezidis in the following years. The British embassy accused the
Iraqi government of using excessive force against them. Moreover, it succeeded
in releasing a large number of detainees, Section three examines the British
policy towards Jews and its support for the Zionist activities in Irag. The study
also reveals how the Jews became victims for the British-German conflict after
Britain suppressed May 1941 movement and reoccupied Iraq,



Abstract

As the political and economic interests of the European colonial powers
grew in the Middle East, they started to pay more attention to religious
minorities in Iraq. Britain planned to use these minorities in order to serve its
interests. This study tackles the British policy towards religious minorities in
Iraq during the period 1914 — 1941. It consists of an introduction and three
chapters. The introduction defines the religious minorities in Iraq, their

geographical distribution, and their socio-economic conditions.

Chapter One is divided into two sections. The first one sheds light on the
development of British relations with religious minorities till 1914 through
missionaries, diplomats and archaeologists. The second section traces the
British policy towards these minorities during its occupation of Irag (1914-
1921). Britain used them to consolidate its military and political influence and
pn.nect its economic interests. It also used them to oppress the movements and
uprisings against it.

Chapter Two deals with the British policy towards religious minorities till
1932 when Iraq joined the League of Nations. The first section reveals how
Britain recruited Assyrians (Levy troops) to protect its interests and control
Mosul province. However, it abandoned them after solving the Mosul issue,
The second section studies the British policy towards Yezidis and how it used
them to face the Turkish and French demands in Northern Iraq. Section three is
concerned with the British policy towards Iragi Jews who controlled the
{inancial and economic institutions to the interest of Britain.

Chapter Three deals with the British policy towards minorities from 1933
to 1941. Section one deals with the Assyrian problem and the British and
French role in supporting the Assyrian military uprising and its consequences.
Section two is devoted to Yezidi military movement in 1935 and Britain's
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