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and the important role plaved by the Kurds m the history of the Middle Fast
At the request of Alexander Zhappa. the consul of the Russian empire m
Erzurum. i the middle of the 19th century. Malla Mahmmud Bavazidi
translated the Shardf-Nameh from persian mto Kurdish (the Ktrmanp
chalect)

The Kurdish version is sull kept unpublished in the city of St Peterzbhurg
m Russia. The Kurdish Department of the Institute of Orientalism in
Lenmgrad translated the Sharaf-Nameh into Russian

The translation was done by Yvgenia Vasvlieva who completed the first
part in 1967, Later on. she translated the second part

The Translations of the Sharat-Nameh. The oldest translation of the
Sharaf-Nameh was into Turkish in 1668 The second translation was. also.
mto Turkish in the eighties of the 17th century. Between 1858 and 1859,
Malla Mahmmud Bayazidi translated the book into Kurdish. Almost at the
same time. the book was translated into German bv Baarb in Austria.
Between 1868 and 1875 the book was completely translated mto French by
Professor F.B.Sharmoi. In 1930, the Kurdish publisher Faraj Allah Zeki
published 1t in Persian in Egypt. The Sharaf-Nameh was translated into
Arabic, for the first time. by Professor Jameel Rojbavani who published it in
Baghdad in 1953 Another Arabic translation was done by Professor
Muhammad Ali  Awni, and was published after his death bv the Ministry of
Education in Egypt.

Finally. the famous Kurdish poet Abdul-Rahman Mukiryanm, known as
Hajar, translated the book from Persian into Kurdish before his death and it
was published in 1972, This latest version consists of 840 pages. m addition
to an troduction of about 176 pages.

It 1s worth mentioning that the Azerbaijani scientist Dr Muhammad
Shamsi  got Ph.D. on his thesis entitled (Sharaf-Nameh of Sharafkhan Bitlisi
as a Source of the History of the Kurdish People). He, also, published a
series of articles about the Sharaf-Nameh and its author.

Cijc&fing émrc{



The 400th Anniversary of
writing the Sharaf-Nameh

Sharafkhan Bitlisi completed the first part of his famous book the Sharat-
Nameh. i.e., (The Epic of Honour) in 1005 After Hijra/1597 AD . Thus. 400
vears have passed on writing this immortal book. The second part was
completed in 1599 AD .

The Sharaf-Nameh is attributed to Sharafkhan Shamssaddin Bitlisi
(b.15420-d.1603 AD) who was known as Emir Sharaf, the ruler of the
Kurdish Emirate of Bitls.

Bitlis is the name of a city and a large arga Wwest of Lake Van. It used to
be the center of the Sharafkhan dynasty “emifs. The author of the Sharaf-
Nameh was the fifth emir of the Sharafkhan“dynasty. He was an intellectual
and a reformer who paid much attention6 knowledge and construction. The
first part of the Sharaf-Nameh deals with the history of the Kurdish states
and emirates in the middle/and thé“modern ages till the end of the 16th
century AD .

It is considered as the yrost important source about the listory of the
Kurds in the above mentionéd ages. Many historiographers benefited irom
this book. One of them was a Turkish globe-trotter called Olyia Chalabi,
who wrote the Sivahat-Nameh . ie., (The Book of Travels) between 1654
and 1655 AD . The second part of the Sharaf-Nameh which contamns
important information about the Kurds, deals with the history of the Ottoman
state from its establishment till the end of the 16th century AD . The Sharaf-
Nameh which was written in Persian appeared about 600 years after the
Shah-Nameh. ie. (The Book of Kings), which was composed by the
Persian poet Al-Firdawsi Al-Toussie who died in 990 AD . The Shah-
Nameh is an immortal epic about the legendary and historical memories of
the Persians n a poetic style. Kurdish and foreign researchers. readers and
those interested in the historv of the East have paid much attention to the
Sharaf-Nameh because of the information it contains about countries, tribes
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One vear has passed since the publication of the first issue of Shanadar.
On this occasion we repeat our call upon researchers. archaeologists and
historiographers to partake i developmg the magazine and bringing into
hght the mvisible scientific facts of our people’s history and its ancient
glorious  civihzation. We hope continuation for the magazine and its
scientific programme towards the best.

The Directorate General of Antiquities has spared no effort, sinc - last
vear. m renovating and protecting the ancient monuments of both Erbil and
Duhok governorates. Here below is a short account of the achievements of
the Directorate General in Erbil governorate:

The General Directorate of Antiquities has undertaken the process of
renovating the ancient houses and museums of the citadel of Erbil, and
allocated 510 000 Dinars for enhancing the frontage of the citadel. It. also.
allocated 271000 Dinars for renovating the Emadiya Gate (Bab Al-Mosul),
Another sum of about 214000 Dinars has been allocated to carry out
excavations at the archaeological site of Qalich-Agha, but the work has
stopped due to the weather conditions of winter. The works will. hopefully,
continue i the coming seasons.

During 1997 the civilizational museum (in Erbil), along with a reading
hall mside its library, and the folkloric museum (in the citadel) were opsned.
The excavations department of the Directorate General of Antiquities has
carmed out far-reaching activines of protecting the ancient and
archaeological sites, employing watch men there, putting an end to the
trespassings made on archaeological sites. mforming the authorities about
such trespassings and carrying out surveyings in many towns and villages.
Further more, the Directorate General of Antiquities has issued (4) numbers
of Shanadar.
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