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By The Preparatory Committee
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THE UNITED NATIONS ADOPTS THE CASE OF
8,000 KURDS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED IN IRAQ

The Preparatory Committee on Disappearances issued a report
about the disappearance in Iraq of 8,000, Kurds and contacted
the “Centre for Human Rights” to send commissions to Iraq and
investigate the case. The Committee\ Commissions have also
campaigned to get publicity for the.¢ase and have sent letters of
appeals to heads of state, Amnesty-International, the Red Cross
Organization, the Centre for Human Rights, and the Interna-
tional Organizations to intervene on the behalf of the Kurds who
have disappeared.

In a letter to the United Nations, the Committee requested that
the United Nations adopts the case and make enquiries about
the fate of the missing Kurds. As a result, the Committee
received a letter from the “Working Group on Enforced and
Involuntary Disapearances” inviting the Committee’s represen-
tative to attend the 24th session of the “Working Group” at the
United Nations Headquarters in New York.

On 23rd May, 1988, the Committee’s representative, Mr Jawad
Mella, met the Chairman and members of the 24th session and
informed them about the latest developments of the case. He
also presented a list of 2,280 names of the missing Kurds.

In a resolution issued at the end of the 24th session the
“Working Group” decided to investigate the case and demand
that the Iragi Government officially account for the disapear-
ance of 8,000 Kurds in 1983 in Iraq.

THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE |
ON DISAPPEARANCES IN KURDISTAN 25th May, 1988



We therefore propose that this issue should be
thoroughly investigated by a high powered
intermational commission composed of leading
personalities from the public and human rights
sectors. It is also hoped that this international
commission will endorse the view that this tragedy
merits an on-the-spot investigationsand and would
therefore appoint at some stage a’team of neutral
observers to carry out this task.

The sinister disappearance-of eight thousand
defenceless human beings-merits more than the
disclosure of its gruesome details in a report.

We Kurds, in the struggle for our survival as a
nation, cannot afford to stand idle in the face of
such crimes. Armed by our resolution and
supported by friends, men and women of good will
and humanity, we must endeavour to get to the
root of this tragedy.

Your support and participation is needed.

PREPARATORY COMMITTEE
P.O. BOX 607

LONDON, NW8 0DT

UNITED KINGDOM



UNITED NATIONS The Preparatory Committee on

Economic and Social Council Disappearances of 8 000 Kurds
in Iraq

Commision on Human Rights P.0. Box 607

Center of Human Rights London NW8-0DU

Palais des Nations U.K.

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances.

Februacy , 1988

Question of involurniary disapcearances! 00 civilian Kurds in Iraa

L J

Dear Sir,

We hereby transzit to you a: ic copy of the letter that we
received from His Ecncurable Sheikh Muhemed Khalid Son of Sheikh
Ahmad of Barzan, the head off Barge Sheikhdom and the brother of the

former Kurdish national lea

G GCeneral Molla Mustafa Barzani,
ccncerning the enforcea dig®

erences of 8 000 Barzani Kurds in Iraq.

We request you to sider this letter as an official demand
frem the head of the Barzehi family to start your investigation on
the fate of these 8 000 innocent civilian Kurds involuntary disappeared
under the Iragi authorities, since the 30th of July -1983.

We will be zvailable for any asSlstancezmd information you
might recuire on this subject. :

Sincerely yours,

The Preparatory Committee on
Disaprearances of 8 0CO0 Kurds in Iraq



UNITED NATIONS The Kurdish Representative

Economic and Social Council for the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights P.0.Box 19
44th session 1211 Geneva 25

State member

Palais des Nations, Geneva
February 17, 1988

Item.10, (C) Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances

The Human Rghts Situation in Kurdistan

Question of involuntary disappearances of 8 000 Kurds in Iraq

>
Dear Madam / Sir,

We hereby transmit to you EpE>Report by the Preparatory
Committee of experts on the Kfirdish humanitarian issue concerning
the involuntary disappeananc f 8 000 Kurds in Iragq.

These 8 000 Kurds are)from the General Mustafa Barzani family,
whose son Mr. Masaaud ‘B ani now leads the Kurdistan Democratic
Party in Iragq. The en reed disappearances of these Kurds since
the 30th of July 1983 ds an act of revenge by the Iraqi régime
against the liberatiohy by the kurdish forces, of a large area of

Kurdistan from Iraqi occupation.

Heéwever, Iraq wants to mask this reality and pretends that the
Kurdish Democratic Party is allied with Iran in the Iran-Iraq war.
Accordingly, the Iraqi régime gives itself the right to judge these
Kurds as war criminals. The régime may already have physically
eliminated these 8 000 Barzani Kurds.

This unjustified political argument has been used by some
states in the past to exterminate their minorities: like the
Arminian genocide by the Turkish State in the First World War and
the Jewish extermination in the Second World War by Nazi Germany.

Even as we address this appeal to You , we still hope that
these 8 000 innocent civilian Kurds are alive. This is why we
request you, as a state member to alert the 4/ th session of the
Commission on Human Rights to the question of the disappearances
of these Kurds.

The enforced disappearances of these 8 000 Kurds must be discussed
in the Commission, not only for the matter of record, but also as



a preventive action by the United Nations members to protectthe
Kurdish people against extermination, an obligation, which all
state members nmust fulfill according to the UN Charter.

Bearing in mind that the Iraqi régime has already used
chemical weapons (three times) and has impoisoned the water-ways
sources (which caused the deaths of 613 civilian s and wounded more
than one thousand Kurds), in order to eliminate the support of the
populaTION TO THE Kurdish resistance. Today, more than one million
Kurds ( 25% of the Kurdish population under Iraqi authority) have
been deported from their homeland; more than 400,000 Kurds live
today in concentrated camps; during 1987 many massive executions
have been practiced in the Kurdish cities ( on the 22 of December
1987 22 young Kurds were executed in Mousel and on 14th of January
1988 47 young Kurds were executed publicly in the center of the city
of Sulaimania). The nature of this repression proves the evidence
that the Iraqi régime of Saadam Hussein uses every non-human means
possible to eliminate the Kurdish struggle for{its undeniable
right to self-determination.

Having no right yet to participate y¥n the work of the Commission
on Human Rights like other national libération movements as an
observer, the "Prevaratory Committee requests you
kindly to alert the Commission onrthe question of involuntary
disappearances of these 8 000 civ3lian Kurds and to ask the
Commission to adopt a resolution“efT any appropriate measure to
investigate the fate of these innocent Kurds.

We will be available for any assistance and information
you might require on this subject.

Yours sincerely,

The Kurdish Representation for the UN



UNITED NATIONS The Kurdish Representation

Economic and Social Council for UN
Commission on Human Rights P.O.Box 19
44th session 1211 Geneva 25

Working Group on the Examination
of the communications
25-29 January, 1988

Palais des Nations,Geneva,
January 28,1988

The Human Rights Situation_dn Kurdistan

Question of involuntary disappearahces/of 8 000 civilian Kurds
in Iraqg.

Dear Madam /Sir,

we hereby transmit to you the Report by the Preparatory
Committee of experts on the kurdish humanitarian issue, concerning
the involuntary disappearances of 8 000 Kurds in Iragq.

The Report contains a brief introduction of the circumstances
of the enforced deportation and disappearances of these Kurds under
the authority of the Iragi State, and all information known about
them until this moment.

After a long research the Preparatory Committee has been able
to identify the name, the date of birth ,and the country of origin
of only 2280 persons among the 8 000 civilian Kurds.

In accordance with your mandate , we kindly request you:

1- to examine the situation of involuntary disappearances of these
Kurds as a gross violation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms committed against the Kurdish people that are under the
Iragi administration and authority.



2_.

to use your capacity to intervene with the Iraqgi authority to
immediately liberate these innocent Kurds, and to allow them to
return to their homeland villages.

to request the Iragi authority to remove the repression and

military blockade against the kurdish population in the concentrated
camps ( builded by the Iragi Governement in order to isolate the
civilian population from the Kurdish national liberation movement),
and to stop immediately the deportation of hundred of thousands

of Kurds from Kurdistan to the desert in the south-west of Iraq.

4- to recommend the Commission on Human Rights to discuss and to

examine, during its 44th session, the situation of disappearances
of these 8 000 Kurds and to establish un ad hoc Committee, or to
nominate a Special Rapporteur , or in any other appropriate

form, investigate the fate of these Kurds.

5- to demand the Commission on Human Rights\to recommend the Working

Group on the Enforced or Involuntary Disdppearances to follow,
and to investigate, the destiny of ‘these Kurds, and to include
there case in its present Annual Report to the Commission.

We will be available fof any kind of help and information

you might require on this Subject.

Yours sincerely,

The Kurdish Representation for UN




OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES A GENEVE

<&

¢
R

CENTRE POUR LES DROITS DE L'HOMME I CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Telegrammes : UNATIONS, GENEVE
Telex: 28 96 96

Teélephone: 34 6011 310211
Rer.ne: /SO 217/1 IRAQ 2 May 1988
(& rappeler dana la reponse)

Palais des Nalions
CH-1211 GENEVE 10

Dear Mr. Jmor,

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

T

{
Q.

I should like to refer to your request that Mr. Jawad Mella, representing

the '"Preparatory Committee on Disappearances in Kurdistan', be received by the

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances at its forthcoming
24th session,

In this connection, I am pleased to inform ydl that a meeting between
Mr. Mella and the Working Group has been scheduled for Monday, 23 May 1988, at
16,30 hours. The meeting will take place atgthe United Nations Headquarters

in New York, probably in Conference Roomw8%

1 should like to request Mr. Mella“to)tontact the Working Group's

Secretariat in New York on the telephgne (No. 9635930) on 19 or 20 May, so

that we can confirm the number of the/Conference Room.

May 1 also take this ocgasion to request you to provide us with a marked
list of the names of the missing Persons at your earliest convenience for the

reasons we had discussed tfie other day.
—-— ; ’

N\

rs sincerel

org Mautfper-Markhof

ecretary

Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances

Mr. Salah Jmor

Kurdish Representation
Boite Postale 19

1211 Ceneéve 25

Y,
8 g’“ ;’g Quaranliéme anniversaire de la Déclaration universelle des droils de I'hnomme 1948-1988
w Fortieth Anniversary ol the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948-1988



Eight Thousand
Civilian Kurds
Have Disappeared In Iraq

On July 30th, 1983. Iraqi secunty and military
forces surrounded the Qushuapa and Divana
camps near Arbil and rounded up some 8,000
Barzani Kurds between the ages of 12 and 80.
They were forced into large convoys of military

WHAT trucks and taken 10 Baghdad.
HAS Have they bé:fr;:dcpon::. imprisoned. torured
or massacred? No one knows
HAPPENED

The helpless families of these Barzanis, the
Kurdish people and. indeed. men and women of
conscience throughout the world, have the right
to know of the fate of these defenceless human
beings

TO
THEM?

I eparators Co

R

mmittce : P.O. BOX 607 LONDON

NW8 ODT, U.KX

23 May 1988

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
Center for Human Rights

The United Nations

New York, New York 10017

Dear Sirs:

Thank you for your invitation to meet with\yow in New York to further
discuss the issue of the disappearance\of 8,000 civilian Barzani Kurds
from detention camps in Iragi Kurdistan‘on July 30, 1983.

Sheikh Muhammad Khaled Barzani, the religious leader of the Barzanis, and
Sheikh Jihad Barzani have autherized me to represent them in this matter
and to respectfully request/help in solving the mystery of these missing persons.

This tragedy that has befallen the families of the missing men is only a

recent manifestation of a policy of more than six decades in duration pursued

by successive Iraqi governments to fragment, to dilute and ultimately to destroy
the Kurdish presence within its borders. Numerous international human rights
organizations have documented thousands of cases of detention, torture and
execution of Kurdish civilians in Iraq over the past years. As the histories
have recorded numerous Kurdish uprisings in defence of their right to the self
determination promised them by the Treaty of Sevres that followed in the aftermath
of World War I. The Treaty of Lausanne in 1923 created the new state of Iraq
without regard for the indigenous Kurdish population. Strategic, economic

and a myriad of vested interests, none of them Kurdish, divided a people without
their just consent. And thus, since that time the Kurds have struggled to regain

control over their own lives.

~




Official policies of the governments of Iraq have resulted in the continued
decimation of Kurdistan and of the Kurdish people who inhabit it. Over the
past quarter of a century alone, some 6,000 Kurdish vi]]ages have been totally demolished,

local water sources poisoned or sealed so that the v111agers cannot return to rebu11d
Within the same pe:1od_d¥dzihé some 150,000 Kurds, ‘the majority of whom were
civilians, have lost their lives. Approx1mate]y 500,000 Kurds have been forcibly
resettled from their northern mountain reglon to the arid deserts in the south

of Irag. Another 500,000 Kurds have been forced e1ther by governmentméE{Ezmmor
by fear for their lives, to flee over the border to Iran, a country which
oppresses its own indigenous Kurdish population. More than a decade ago, this
chaotic population movement was charécterized by Roger Baldwin, founder of the
International League for Human Rights, as a deliberate attempt by the Iraqi
government to destroy the Kurds as an ethnic group. A recent New York Times

article cited a Western diplomatic source as concluding that "a demographic

revolution has taken place under our very noses in the past six months."

Beyond the vehicles of ethnic annihilation represented, by forced removal and
punitive measures against Kurdish individuals is\another strategy: that of
revenge against civilians for acts by combatantsg~ The disappearance of the
thousands of Barzani Kurds may perhaps be one (su€Ch example. Beginning in 1975
with the collapse of the Barzani revolution,Iragi authorities removed the
inhabitants of some 1800 villages andiplaced these families into detention camps

A s et

on four sites: Diyana, Bahrak, Hariv and Qushtapa, Some 50, OOO villagers filled
these camps. o
‘ﬁ-

At that time, there was neither armed nor any form of political uprising among
these Barzani Kurds. Nor was there any form such activity on July 30 of 1983
when suddenly official vehicles surrounded these four camps and summarily
removed all males between the ages of 12 and 80. Rather the context of the
event was the capture of the strategic town of Haji Omran by the Iranian forces
as part of its offensive against Iraq Part of that force were Barzanls

remova] of these village men from their fam111es

As is evidenced in the attached letter from Sheikh Jihad Barzani, the men may
have been driven to remote desert areas on the borders of Jordan and Saudi Arabia
where escape is virtually impossible.

10



We have made numerous efforts to learn the whereabouts of the missing men. A
group of French technicians in the emp]oy of the Iraqi government and belng

held by the Kurdish Democratic Party were released to French authorities on

the condition that the French would intercede with the Iragis to solve the

mystery of the abduction. But the French promise was not honored and no news

has been forthcoming. Another attempt was made through the International Red

Cross which I and a member of the Barzani family visited two years ago. We spoke
with Mr. Franklin Thevenaz in Geneva. On another occasion I contacted with Mr, F.
Ermacora office of the Human Rights Section of the United Nations in Vienna. A
Kurdish delegation also visited Amnesty International in London. The Commission

on Human Rights in Geneva has led us to seek your counsel.

Two days ago, I was informed by telephone from Kurdistan that history is repeating
itself. From the four camps where five years ago, the missing men were abducted,

_the Iragi authorities have just removed the remaining_males aged five and above.

Further a]l ‘males of the same ages were just forcibly "removed from the Karadagh

e — i — et

region near Sulaimani and placed in army tricks Heading south. The children
will be placed with Arab families who are paid\to teach them to become Arabs.

The March and May attacks against Kurdish.civilians with chemical weapons
substantiates the hypothesis that thelJraqi authorities continue to victimize
non-combatants as a form of revenge against combatants. Moreover, these
activities support the thesis!that a chronic policy is in force to destroy
the Kurds as an ethnic entity,within Iraq's borders.

Despite the ongoing tragedy of the Kurdish people, a glimpse of which the media
publicized after Halabja, the civilized world remains silent. The destruction
continues unabated. On behalf of my Kurdish people, I respectfully request
your help in locating the missing Kurds and in ameliorating our suffering.

Res?;tr\%;p

Jawad Mella
Preparatory Committee

N



12

Sheikh Jihad Barzani (from the Barzani Headquarters) letter

to the Preparatorv Committee about the case in 17-4-19838.
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Sheikh Muhammad Khaled Barzani (Barzanis tribe lezder)letter

to the Preparatory Committee about the case in 20-11-1986 .
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Preparotory Committee letter to the Kurdish People about the case

in 1-12-1987 v
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The following is apartial 1list of the names of those
who are missing. Have they been jailed, tortured ma-~
ssacred or are they still alive?

NO ONE KNOWS

No. NAME CAMP VILLAGE BIRTHDAY
1- Sheikh Osman Sheikh Ahmad Qushtapa Berzan 1931
2- Imad sheikh Osman shiekh Ahmad - - 1954
3- Radwan sheikh Osmen Sheikh Ahmad - - 1969
4~ Obaidullah Mollah Mustafa - - 1926
5- Lukman Mollah Mustafa - - 1936
6- Salsh Lukman Mollah Mustafa - - 1953
7= Azed Lukman Molleh Mustafa - - 1960
B8~ Nauzad L kmen Mollah Mustafa - - 1961
9~ Amdad Lulonen Mollah Mustaefa - - 1966
10- Bedad Lukman Mallah Mustefa - - 1967
11- Shahzad Lukman Mollah Mustefa - - 1968
12- Barzan Lakman Mollah Mustafa - - 1969
13- Nouri Sheikh Mohammed Seddiq - - 1532
14- Nafea Nouri Sheikh Mohammad Saddiq - - 1966
15~ Fakher Nouri Sheikh Mohammad Saddiq - - 1956
16= Abd Albari Sheikh Sulaiman - - 1948
17- Musbah Sheikh Sulaiman - - 1966
18- Haval Sadig - - 1960
I9- Iemaeil Sheikh Abd Alealam - - 1910
20~ Ahia Ismasil - - 1944
21- Subhan Ismasil - - 1948
22— Azher Ahia - 1968
2%- Nazeir Sheikh Ahmed - - 1931
24~ Tiad Nazeir Sheikh Ahmad - 1962
25~ Nidad Nazeir Sheikh Ahmad 1960

268~ Abd Alshed Ali Muhammad Saddiq 1963

26~ Shehzad Nazeir Sheikh Ahmad \% 1968
27- Gaiker Ali Muhammad Saddiq 1965

29- Saber Mollsh Mustafa 1948

30-Mollah Isa Muetafa - 1935
31- Muhammad Mollah Isa Mustafa - 1969
32- Rasho Fekhr Aldein = = 1961
%33~ Zubair Husain Zubair - - 1928
34~ Khalid Husain Zubair - - 1932
35~ Hesan Shareef{ Moll a8 an - - 1916
36~ Asad shareef Moll nHaa - - 1928
37- Darweesh Shareef-Mollah Hasan - - 1924
38~ Kareem Shareef Mol Hasan - - 1926
39~ Muhammad Shareef Mfll@h Hasan - - 1928
40- Saleh Hasan Shargef - - 1941
4)}-1se Haman Shar » - = 1951
42- Rasoul Hasan Sharoof - - 1953
43~ Husain Hesan Shareef - d 1956 ;
44~ Shareef Asad Shareef - - 1957
45- Muaid Asgd Shareef = s 1967
46- Mustafa Kareem Shareef - “ 1954
47- Resheed Kareem Shareef - - 1956
48— Mahmood Kareem Shreef - - 1958
49~ Babeker Kareem Shareefl - - 1960
50- Abdalla Kareem Shreef - o 1963
51= Baizdeen Muhammad i & 1956
52= Khoshavi Yaseen Shareef - - 1958
53= Ismaeil Ahmad Shareef - - 1939
54=- Aziz Aihmad Shreefl - - 1942
55- Taher Ahmad Shareefl - - 1951
56=- Anwar Ismzeil Ahmad - - 1966
57- khaled Sulaiman Shareef - - 1941
58~ Hasan Abdullz Mel - - 1930
59= Muhammad Abdulla Mel - - 1941
60~ Abbes Abdulla Mel - = 1944

61- Mel Hasan Abdulla - = 1968

62- Farhad Hasan Abdulla - 1964
6%3- Wahab Hasan Abdulla - - 1966
64- Kamal Hamazn Abdulla | - - 1968
65— Saleem Saaid Faki Abdrahman =~ - 1903
66~ Khairollah Shleem Saaid = = 1967
67~ Izou All Saaia o - 1951
‘63- Saaid Faki Saaid = = 1947
€£9- Mollah Faki Saaid * - 1951
70- Omar Faki Saaid - - 190+
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SUMMARY

On July 30th, 1983, Iraq: security and mllltary
forces surrounded the Qushtapa and Diyana
camps near Arbil and rounded up some 8,000
4 Barzani Kurds bet'veen the ages of 12 and 80:
They were forced i to latge conveys of military

| trucks and taken to Baghd K

Have they been depoﬂ&? npn?oned to‘rturgd
or massacred? No one & | |

The helpless fammilies «  these B .ais, .,he
.ish peovle and, N ."-F;Jr ' ..;«“onae'ﬂ G
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