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Introduction

Over many years in the past | had been requested by a great
number of Kurdish patriots and by my own intimate friends,
urging me to write a book in the reminiscences of those great
old days. | had the honour to enjoy living within the ranks of
the Kurdish revolutionary fighters (Peshmerga). | had been
spending years of my youth with those sturdy, determined
partisans who were defending their homeland — Kurdistan.
They were bravely fighting the aggressive Iraqi successive
regimes which had been repressing people all over the country
in a frantic attempt to suppress their struggles for the sake of
attaining their just right in freedom and self-rule for Kurdistan.
| was one of the few early military officers, the pioneers who
were greatly fortunate to have the privilege of taking part in the
Kurdish revolution, whilst in the early stages, taking first steps
in September of 1961.

Arriving at the headquarters of Mullah Mustafa Barzani the
legendary commander of the Kurdish successive uprisings, all
over the northern Iragi Kurdish provinces, | found myself soon
engaged in the war and the difficult works of administration.
Barzani was in need of helping hands to assist him in taking
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from his shoulders the burden of the tasks accumulated around
him in all aspects of life. Barzani was a modest, unassuming
gentleman. Although | was quite young, he treated me with
great respect and kindliness; soon becoming friendly with me,
appreciating my enthusiasm for work, so that | was delighted
in his company, his sublimity of refined manners with very
distinctive quality that made of him such great a personality,
conspicuous all over the world.

Immediately | was involved in the tangles of many jobs of
different nature, resulting in the increase of my relationships
with people, the fact which promoted my position as well and
making of me an indispensable element in the core of an environ
unfamiliar and rather complicate in the beginning for me. The
tender treatment and personal protection with the fatherly
favour of Barzani himself could alleviate most of our worries, for
the people and for myself in particular. My main responsibility
was now to work as an assistant and personal secretary for
Barzani himself wherein | was entrusted with personal letters,
private messages and confidential correspondences. Among
significant tasks assigned to me was a particular one of vital
importance, an undertaking which had been in consideration
for quite a long time, and before my association with the group
of the fighters. It was an ambitious project for the installation
of a network of communications in order to connect parts of the
liberated areas of Kurdistan together.

My career and the life | had been leading then, at the time,
was latterly described in brief by a friend, fairly popular within
the literary circles in Kurdistan. He said, “You have lived during
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historic times, unique in the occurrence of events. That will
never repeat again in the annals of future. You have performed
astonishing deeds in the field of technological communications,
revealing the Iraqgi Military Forces concealed secrets, destroying
the tactical arts of ciphering composition; in a manner it had
bewildered friends and foes at the same time. Hence, you are
a code-breaker indeed.”

This manner of encouragement and the incentive desire of
the readers to get at reality and to appropriate facts about the
revolution with the Peshmerga’s type of living and their sacrifices
have added other factors to my own sense of responsibility in
order to endeavour for putting my personal viewpoints forward
to be published for the sake of comparison with the ideas
and precepts of many authors and journalists who had been
to the erupted parts of Kurdistan, in constant visits, and had
written volumes about this subject which was of paramount
importance within the circles of political affairs of the world. My
assessments and thoughts | hope will be accepted especially
by the veterans and those comrades of arms who had endured
many breathtaking moments of horror in a devastating war
while suffering the griefs of famine and destitude, persevering in
order to survive to repel the formidable enemy’s machine of war.

| would like to mention atraitadherentto me constantly through
my life, a kind of modesty which extends to the boundary of
bashfulness, so that | refrain from intruding upon anything which
Is not in the realm of my duties. Normally Barzani had to meet
with delegates, newspapermen, negotiators or different kinds of
people who were visiting our residences or the military quarters.

11
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Occasionally there were very many important personnel. On
other occasions there came chieftains of tribes, Arabic or
Kurdish, leaders and outstanding members of political parties.
Nearly in all these important meetings | had to present myself to
serve as an interpreter, translating from English or scribe notes
during the discussions. There was also many a time in which |
participated vehemently in the tumultuous current and trend of
arguments when occasionally such intervention was required.
These were not all as important as a problem which had
been worrying me particularly all the time. It was nagging me
incessantly. There in my soul was an inner feeling entreating to
persuade me for conquering the Iragi’s kingdom of secrecy and
to enter into its realm for revealing its malicious plans. Then |
would save the lives of a great number of Peshmerga with the
lives of their children and wives. Here | cannot prevent myself
from the vice of ostentation in the memory of these glorious
but irksome days and nights during which | had constantly to
escort vigilantly my own apparatus waiting to receive horrible
messages, the harbingers of death doomed to be directed
towards the Kurdish quiet villages and the innocent people of
their occupants. When the enemy’s purpose became quite clear,
after | had deciphered the contents of a message, we started to
alert the people living in the locations which were intended to be
attacked by the hostile aircrafts or to be shelled by the artillery.
The targets were usually villages at the foot of mountains or in
the depth of valleys while their residents were living peacefully
there, working as peasants, ploughing the fields, attending the
daily farm tasks or rearing their domestic animals. Then those
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quiet, harmless people would have to leave their homes and
possessions and take shelter in the safe havens of caves in the
mountains or any other places which could offer safety to them
before the ruthless Iragi warships could have carried out their
murderous actions and massacre acts.

With all these calamities in mind, | can recall now many
pleasant hours | lived with Barzani where | was cordially
attached to him in the protection of a real parental custody and
sincere attention he paid to my comfort and personal affairs, as
a result of which | obtained a most remarkable position, highly
esteemed by people, of all status of life and manner of standing.
Thus, while occupying an important post sustained by Barzani
himself | was able to help great numbers of people and stand by
needy ones in different walks of life, among the Peshmerga or
the locals living in the vicinity or were within the neighbourhood
of the revolutionary quarters or even in the areas extending
as far as the main cities and the towns in the distant parts of
Kurdistan lying outside the sphere of partisan powers.

During fifteen years living as a Peshmerga, from 7.12.1961
until 20.03.1975 | had endeavoured to keep certain morality
enabling me to endure hardships and privations which | had
suffered inadvertently or | had encountered during the execution
of my works. What upholds a manin these circumstances are the
patriotic feelings, sympathy and national sentiments essential
for facing unexpected dangers and abnormal disasters, while
death and devastation are all around.

Decyphering is an extremely hard function to be carried
on especially in the unusual conditions owing to the lack of
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concentration during such times, besides that it was not only the
Iragi army’s messages that we had to take into consideration
but, there was also a score of other sources we had to cope with.
These covered most of the departments besides the military
units which are composed of regiments, divisions, companies,
platoons and even the squads. Moreover, there were also
guasi-formal militant groups temporarily set up to support the
regime’s campaign.

By means of my wireless set | would receive scripts coded
by the army intelligence services in curious appellations
(Mukhabarat = Secret Service Office) or (Istikhbarat =
Intelligence Agency) all of which means information services
in Arabic. They often acted, or conspired to incriminate each
other — the policy which is practically essential to preserve the
constitution of dictatorship. Other forces there were besides
the army taking part in the offensive. They were groups made
up of police and Arabs’ or Kurds’ mercenary who were named
(Fursan) = equestrians, but derisively called (Jash) = donkeys
by people in Kurdistan. (Mukhabarat) was an office dealing
with the aliens, the NGO employees and those of the European
organisations. The U.N. diplomats were not excluded.
Minaistries of Foreign Affairs and Interior were also ripe with
bundles of correspondence to be dealt with, too.

These works which were in need of careful examination and
intensive scrutiny had to be accomplished adequately under the
threat of death from incessant air-bombardment, the shelling of
artillery and the rocket fires. Nevertheless, exertion was made
in spite of all mishaps for the sake of arriving at the mysterious
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secrets of those messages. Owing to the fact that | was the
only officer among the crowd of the combatants, in possession
of qualifications necessary for this sort of technical work, it put
all my efforts to design a system which may be used practically
in coding the contents of our own correspondences. Eventually
after working for days and nights | was successful to create
an elaborate system of ingenious methods of novelty, which
we could use for our purposes. After frequent experiments we
were now confident that our highly reliable scheme would not
be penetrated by any of Iragi Government’s sources.

During the endless long years of continual Kurdish revolution
innumerable victories and glorious heroism have been
achieved, selflessly by the Kurds and their gallant fighters who
have devoted their own lives for the sake of their sacred cause.
There were also besides that many calamities and unexpected
crises, so frequently happening, that they have become
part of the life of the Kurds in Kurdistan. One of these great
catastrophes of the Kurdish revolution had taken place after the
ill-famed treaty which was held between Saddam and the Shah
of Iran stipulating prevention and withdrawal of all military and
civil aids previously had been supplied to Peshmerga and the
civilians who had taken refuge in the liberated areas after they
had fled from the grasp of Saddam’s despotism and tyranny.
Consequently after this great plight most of the Peshmerga
and two hundred thousand civilians with their families started
to return in a huge exodus towards the Kurdish areas under the
authority of Saddam.

| was one of those unfortunate Kurds who were destined to
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suffer agony in the disasters of those days. Barzani's home
during the time of fighting was at Naghada Iranian border town,
where his large family lived. For going back to Iraq | had to
pass through this township and then take a tour through Kurdish
Iranian country toward southeast so that | may avoid the Iraqi
forces which started to advance forwards in the direction
of our locations. In Naghada | took the opportunity sending
a letter to the leader Barzani in which | included my sorrows
and grievances confirming to him that it would be beyond my
capacity to continue living in Iran, the state which is run by
the Shah who had stabbed us with a dagger in our back from
behind. With that venomous dagger and plethora of ominous
days threatening future evils, it was only such plausible a
decision one could possibly make. Nevertheless, nothing left in
the dilemma, for anyone in my situation but to those one of the
evils and go back to the old misery and inhuman treatments of
Baath and its savagery.

The Writer ex-general police officer
Shawkat Mullah Ismail Hassan
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Days Prior to the September Revolution

When the Mahabad Republic was established on 22
September 1946, in the northern part of Iranian Kurdistan,
Mullah Mustafa had arrived at the town of Mahabad in the
leadership of two thousand strong of armed men, recruited from
surrounding localities and Barzan districts, the native place of
Barzani himself. The force was composed of reliable companies
well trained and highly experienced, prepared to form the core
of the main combatant military strength entrusted with the task
of defending the newly born Republic. Their greatest duty was
preparedness for defending the Republic against any of the
diverse belligerent groups or adversary powers which were
constantly in search of opportunities, convenient sufficiently to
wage a war for turning the Kurdish Republic experience into a
failure. The emergence of an infant entity as such was not to
be tolerated by so many enemies surrounding the Republic. It
was regarded as a phenomenon which would become a thorn
in the structural body of the neighbouring states to promote the
zeal of Kurdish patriotism all over the rest of Kurdistan. Quazi
Mohamed, President of the Republic had received Barzani with
vehement enthusiasm and cordiality, thereby promulgating a
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presidential decree appointing him the Commander in Chief
of the Republic armed forces. He conferred on him as well
the rank of a general. As it will have become universally know,
the Republic’s life was short extremely. It had collapsed after it
had been in power for one year only. The USSR expeditionary
forces occupying the north of Iran had withdrawn after the end
of the Second World War, repudiating agreements and pledges
they had made with the Kurds. The American and British troops
stationed in the south had also extended support to the Shah
of Iran in order to annihilate the Kurdish entity which they had
considered to have been a progeny of a communist regime.
Now, after this novel consequential plight of the Kurds, the
episodes of Barzani’'s heroic adventures have come to effect,
with event of great epic drama. This was embarkation upon the
performance of deeds ever heard of and which have become
lately a saga widely known all over the world. In addition to the
hundreds of armed men whom Barzani had to rescue, he had
to evacuate thousands of their family members. He thrusted
forward leading the emaciated, exhausted men, women and
children across three antagonistic countries of Iraq, Iran and
Turkey in the face of continuous attacks conducted by these
powers in a deadly trial of strength. The forces had endeavoured
despairingly to hamper this daring forward advance, employing
all the available military forces in the air and on the land. While
the ground war machines were carrying on the land attacks,
the aircrafts conducted straffing the locations and their progress
with no respite. The names of these courageous people must
be eternally upheld by history in reverence, in as much as much
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Is owed to them by so many people of the world since they had
set magnificent examples of the human struggles for freedom —
while the forces of three supposedly democratic states were in
chase, following to annihilate them. Iranian enforcement troops
had been on the way to reach the scene of the battlement but
failed to arrive in time. Being now very close to the Soviet border
lines, the poorly supplied men, had to set out toward strange
lands they had never thought of but in those direst moments of
their lives, in the hope of they may take refuge in the safety of
a regime never thought of by Barzani during his long struggle
of revolution. Skilfully manoeuvring they avoided the bulk of
the strong forces abound in the area; they succeeded to reach
the shores of the Arax, the river demarcating frontiers between
USSR and lIran.

This unpremeditated sanguinary pilgrimage which had been
contrived by the hands of destiny to determine the fate of these
persistent strugglers had lasted for fifty-two odd days but yet it
had glorified the path of a magnificent campaign — to honour
everyone who had taken a part in it. Among the personages
of the famous Barzani family among the group were: Sheikh
Sulaiman Sheikh Abdulsalam Barzani, Sheikh Muhamed
Barzani and Ali Mohamed Sadig Muhamed Barzani.

In connection to these events Barzani had related to the
guests in his divan (reception hall) the following story: “Across
the river,” he said, “the post in charge of patrolling started to fire,
aiming at our direction, over our heads and at the surface of
the drifting water, in an attempt to prevent our crossing. Since
death was coming from the Iranians who were following us at
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our heel and from the bullets falling all around us, from the guns
of the firing squad, we had nothing but to try crossing stubbornly
towards the possible safe haven, despite all the hazards.
Sheikh Sulaiman Sheikh Abdulsalam Barzani was the first
pioneer clearing the way for us. Bravely he crossed the stream,
gaining the opposite bank, at the edge of the Soviet land. He
was the youngest man among us. Then he was followed by
two other fellows who could cross also safely, the other younger
worriors from Barzan region were mala Abdullah zewayee and
Abulrahman Yahya Biyayee. But there was another mishap to
tackle: The worriors who did not know how to swim. It was a
great challenge for which | had to find a solution: Those who
know to swim must help those who do not know how to swim.
The sentinels on guard in the post had tried in fact very hard to
discourage our crossing but all of a sudden they stopped to do
so. It seemed they had been alerted by a higher command to
avoid any more interventions. They came out of their bungalows,
toward us in friendly gestures, to receive us cordially. When we
had settled in the safety of the sentry dwellings, the sensations
of security welled out of our tormented souls in tantalising
hopes of amnesty we had regained, away from the everlasting
threats of impeding death. The guards were hospitable showing
benevolence; when offering food, they were discreet in their
judgments, avoiding serving us heavy diets containing fat, but
they let us have dishes of only light soup with cups of black tea.
Hunger and exhaustion had been holding firm grasps at us, so
that our stomachs could not have digested anything other than
very light nourishments. Fasting thus for several days we could
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at last regain our good health, and when our bowels began to
absorb meat and ordinary food cooked as usual we resumed
eventually the habit of taking our meals now, nevertheless, not
without a little tendency towards avarice and gluttony.”

From now on the Leader Barzani and his comrades lived
in the USSR, living as refugees from 1947 until 1958. Sheikh
Ahmed Barzani, senior brother to the Leader Barzani and
Ubeidulla, the Leader’s elder son, both had been banished to
Basrah, the Irag’s main harbour on the Gulf, for imprisonment in
the formidable gaol of the city. Sheikh Ahmed Barzani was an
elegant, smart, fair, good-looking gentleman with high stature.
He possessed a sympathetic, tender heart. While he was in that
gaol an old rustic man, coming to visit him, from a far village in
the mountains of Kurdistan, with a rock partridge, inside a cage
as a present. The bird is greatly admired in Kurdistan owing
to its beautiful shape, tenderness and sweet singing. When
the Sheikh asked the man where he may possibly have caught
the bird “In the Shireen Mount, my great Sheikh!” he replied.
“Then will you take it back to the same high mountains where
you had caught it, to the bird’'s native country. There it may
breath happily the joy of freedom. This bird is now shut in the
prison of its cage. If you will have it here with me the bird will get
another gaol, a double confinement. That is not fair my son. |
wish freedom for the bird, for myself and for my own people and
for all the people of the world as well, especially in Kurdistan;
the hopes we have cherished for our cause throughout so many
long centuries.”

Barzani’'s expedition, after his withdrawal from Iran, his march
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through three territories of antagonistic, powerful states with the
bulk of numerous families while fighting during days and nights
in confrontation of strong military armed forces, under the aids
of air attacks, in the coldness of high mountains along unknown,
strange lands of enemies are compared to the campaigns
conducted by Hannibal and in the history of mankind.

Barzani occasionally would relate the episode of the historic
withdrawal telling the audience that it was not unusual to find
one of the armed men drowsing along the road while walking
and then fall down asleep on the path. Siamend M. Silki, in
his book (The Caravan of Success) had published the annals
of the occurrences as follows: On 15 May 1947 Barzani forces
accompanied by families left Iran arriving at the Valley of Gader
situated in a corner between Iran, Iraq and Turkey. All of the
families returned to Iraq escorted by Sheikh Ahmed Barzani
to live again under aggression, maltreatment and inhuman
atrocity of Monarchy’s hegemony. A total of 526 selfless, agile
combatants sacrificing their own comfort set out to take the
most hazardous, dreadful adventurous journey towards the
Soviet boundary.

In (Bakhi Geli), Barzani addressed his men with these words:
“While we are defending our people and their rights we feel we
are obliged to proceed forward in the labyrinth of an unknown
path which is entangled with hardships and dangers, and it may
be harder than what we have encountered up until now. From
now on we may suffer hunger, cold weather and heat. Moreover
there will be death, murder inflicted on us by our enemies who
will try to destroy us, all the time and in all the places and from
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all directions. Any man among you who is sure he can stand
the oddity of these days he is welcome to stay with us as our
brother. We shall live or die together, but, anyone who cannot
endure to carry on, with these burdens on his shoulder, | would
like him to go back now before it is too late for him to do so. In
that case | should not blame him.” At the end of the speech all
the fighters agreed to stay and continue the tiresome marching
until the end; they said they were ready to die, if necessary, with
their leader Barzani.

As it was related previously, this mysterious walk of life and
death had initiated from Gader Gully towards the junction of
three frontier lines of Iran, Turkey and Irag. Arriving now at this
critical point bravely the men in a dramatic manoeuvre returned
once again to Iraq in the direction of Barzan. They were anxious
to see their dear villages and the countryside — much alive in
the heart of these daring fighters who had not expected to see
their homeland for probably a very long time after they had
taken refuge in the Sovietic alien lands. They found the country
utterly devastated and the villages and their houses in complete
destruction.

Now when in their dear, old homeland again, and real
sensation of love had revived their unconquerable hearts, they
felt it would be very great to commence another trial of strength
with the enemy in the defence of the homeland.

The Iraqgi forces supported by the British RAF initiated a
great offensive against Mazori area in which Barzani and his
fighting men had the intention of taking it as a resting place,
temporarily. Iragi forces launched attacks for four days in
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which considerable casualty was inflicted upon the Iraqi
forces, but to continue the war was not possible in the face of
so huge an army with so scanty equipment and few numbers
of fighters. Therefore, Barzani decided to evacuate the area.
In the aftermath of withdrawal from Mazori area an assembly
of commanders of fighting men was formed on 5 May 1947
in which unilateral resolution was made — the fatal decision
upon the procession of the great march towards the Soviet's
territory lands. On 22 May 1947 the fighters were at a meeting
at the village of Dre in Harki Binejé area when the RAF started
bombing their positions. Two men were killed and two others
injured. One of the men’s wounds was so serious he could
not move to continue marching with the ongoing troop. He fell
behind. His brother made a scene of weeping and lamentation.
Assad Kushawi was excited. ‘Rushing upon them in anger, he
said, “now don’t make us more miserable than what we are, in
this damn war!” The great expedition had started from this point
to proceed through the Turkish formidable mountain foots and
deep valleys until 27 May 1947 when entering again the Iranian
lands with the intention of resuming their material struggle again.
Salim Hussain now was with Barzani with the expedition, while
his brother who was left behind, died as a martyr for the cause
of the people who were struggling to gain freedom.

After a short respite for taking a rest in the villages of Shekh
Shamzin and Tule which belong to the Shukak tribe and
carrying with them food and other necessary supplies, they set
out again. When reaching the residential region of (Trupa) tribe
they were involved in a fierce battle, hindering their path. There

24



Shawkat Mullah Ismail Hassan

they became short of ammunition and food. For them hunger
was a problem far much greater than fighting with the Iranians.
The Iranian troops aiming at coup de grace had blocked the
outlets in front of Barzani forces. In Makko lowlands, near the
Zangeé River and Susu Mount, the only exit which was there for
breaking the siege, lay firmly around them, was a bridge over
the Zangé River.

Barzani divided his men into two parts; the first branch to
attack the Makko lowlands and the bridge, the second to attack
the Iranians who had stationed themselves in the Susu Mount.
Then a war for survival was waged on 9 June 1947. The Kurdish
forces (Barzani’'s) could break through the Iranian defence
lines, heading towards the bridge, they captured it. They had
achieved a great victory in crossing the river over the bridge and
getting to the other side safely, with the loss of only four fighters
killed and another eighteen wounded.

On 12 June 1947 the fighters arrived at Hassoon village
of the Jalali tribes area. Homer Khan, the chieftain of this
tribe had played the role of a Kurdish guisling informing an
Iranian commander of a division stationed in the outskirts of
that province about the Barzanians’ whereabouts. Barzani had
ordered his men to continue proceeding towards the River Arax
when they were near, two control points of guards could be
witnessed, an Iranian one on their side, the other a Russian on
the opposite side Sheikh Sulaiman S. Abdulsalam Barzani was
the first man who crossed the river. The second was a Christian
Kurd. He was to ask the guards for permission to let them cross
to the opposite side, but (Lawko) the Christian Kurd was not

25



Days From The Kurdish Movement (1961-1975)

heard of until the next day when they were obliged to send over
a new messenger for the same errand. The lot fell to Mir Haj
Akrei. Owing to the dearth, food scarcity, famine was about to
lay its grips on the men. There was nothing to eat. Now, hunger
forced them to dig the roots of wild plants and herbs up, around
and at shores of the river.

On 18 June 1947 Barzani and his armed men crossed the
River Arax triumphantly.

A great victory was achieved by a small group of gallant
fighters who were scantly armed, poorly furnished and were
fiercely emaciated, still could bravely rout the army of three
states. It was a great proof in confirmation of the will of a patriot
who insists upon sacrificing his comfort and his life for the sake
of promoting the cause of his people.

The number of the Barzanis as we have already mentioned
in the beginning was 526, six of them were killed, two wounded
very seriously as a result of which they were left in one of the
Kurdish villages where they died to follow the long caravans of
the Kurdish martyrs.

Barzani used to tell the following story eagerly:

While on our way to Russia, we were tired and very hungry.
| had to stop for taking a rest. In one village of (Shukaks) tribe |
entered a house. The landlord received us very cordially, taking
us to his (divan) the drawing room, then going out and coming
in shortly after. He started counting us, and going out. He came
again counting, repeating this act several times. The last time,
happily he said, “Take your seats, please, dinner is coming.” It
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was great news at that moment of terrible hunger, when we had
lost all hope of getting any sort of dinner, after all this counting.
All of a sudden series of dishes followed one another, blissfully
brimming over with a delicious variety of food.

After they had come to the end of their long tiresome journey,
during which they had suffered all sorts of tortures and dangers
of continual wars, the Soviets received them with scepticism,
misanthropically. Barzani was provided with a residence in the
city of Moscow with a few of his own bodyguards. The other
men were dispersed in the scattering vast regions of USSR.

The Leader Barzani had related to me the following incident.
He said, “l was given a house by the Government to live in, in
Moscow, with a maid to serve me in the house. Whenever | was
back home, every day, | noticed that my personal belongings,
written papers and letters had been tampered with and my
drawers had been rummaged. | understood that the woman
was not a real servant but an agent from KBC to carry out
intelligence errands entrusted to her.”
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The 14th July Copu de’etat 1958

Within the context of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
there emerged an idea to orientate the Kurdish Nationalism on
the foundation of Marxism and Leninism doctrine; as a result
of which Barzani’s attempts to clarify disparity between the two
different theories and dissimulation of Kurdish Nationalism with
communism had cost the Kurdish movement enormously dear.
From now on this was the main reason for creating controversy
among diverse fundamental backgrounds of reasoning.
Moreover, Barzani from now on was frequently charged with the
adoption of principles of conservatism and feudalism. However,
this accusation was proved to be baseless convictions,
unfounded and not based on facts and sound observations.
In accordance with Barzani’'s approbation many leftist and
communist parties of the Arabs, Kurds and Turkmans, all over
Iraq adopted the September Revolution’s aspirations, making
of these principles the agenda of the work of their programmes.

Returning of Barzani and his Comrades to Iraq
The law of amnesty was sanctioned by the Iragi new
government of the military Coup d’etat in 1958 for Barzani and
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his comrades permitting them to return to Iraq after twelve years
of exile in Russia. He was allocated a large house in Baghdad.
His return to Irag was received jubilantly and celebrated
publically. The Kurds and KDP members enjoyed this delightful
event greatly and soon published Barzani’'s name as the Leader
of the Kurdish People. This was an insinuation to perturbing
Abdulkereem Qassim, the new president. Hence forward, he
was called ‘The Sole Leader’ as well, especially during the
years 1956-1959 (KDP) launched active party political works
inside Baghdad under Barzani’'s leadership and supervision.
Qassim was provoked and he adopted a novel policy of
persecution against the Kurdish party members and its leader
who was Mustafa Barzani by now. Furthermore Iran and Turkey
were agitated, inhibited by the new policy of Iraqi tolerance
with the Kurds. They also initiated more inhumane treatment
against their own Kurdish citizens. Barzani sensed a malicious
and ill-intention in the policy of Qassim. He feared an imminent
conspiracy of assassination therefore, he abandoned Baghdad
In great haste, returning to Barzan, his ancient homeland.

At this time the tribes in Suran area had revolted for private
interests of their own, in July, 1961. When this insurrection was
subdued by the force of arms, two members of the Polit Bureau
of (KDP) travelled to meet with Barzani. This interview with
Barzani took place in Shanader village on the night of 11/12
July 1961 in which Umer Debbabe and Ali Abdull were present,
Hamza Abdulla (KDP) secretary and a few members of the
same party had inserted a certain clause in the programmes
of the party stating that Marxism and Leninism should be
utilised for the benefit of the Kurdish Nationalism, while Barzani
opposed the idea of exploiting (KDP) for the interests of the
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lIrag Communist Party. He maintained that a person holding
communist principles is better to join the Communist Party and
those theologies of the Islam religion concepts and the absence
of industrial establishments, factories and large capitals render
the existence of communist parties useless in Kurdistan. This
problem had disturbed Barzani; eventually it made a gap
between him and the (KDP) Polit Bureau. Controversy over
this problematic issue stayed on without any solution to finalise.
Barzani never prevented any Kurd to choose membership of
any Communist parties, but insisted that the service of Kurdish
cause must take priority in the concepts of a Kurd. The (KDP)
members must teach the Kurdish idealism'which do not believe
in differentialism or discrimination of classes among the Kurdish
people. Hamza Abdulla and a few. members of the party had
inserted a certain clause in the party’s internal programmes
indicting that Marxism and Leninism must be utilised to promote
the Kurdish Nationalism, while Barzani was opposing this idea
of exploiting (KDP) for the interest of the Iraqi Communist Party
thus indirectly. He maintained that the Islamic religious concepts
and the absence of industry, factories and large capitals made
the existence of socialist and communist parties useless and
redundant in Kurdistan. There is no less of proletariat to make
such party a necessity. He believed that the reverence of the
admonitions of Kuran and the advices contained in the Prophet’s
speech will certainly purify man’s conscience and heighten
his morals and manners. Besides our religious guidance and
characters there exist our old customs and our ancient cultural
habits to be followed and respected.
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Hawcherkh Village (= Modern Town)

In the outset of September Revolution in 1961 A. K. Qassim
had informed Barzani, in one of the negotiations that he would
build a modern town for him to live in with his people and would
also allocate him a monthly payment amount to eighty thousand
dinars, equivalent to 264.5 thousand dollars. Qassim imposed
conditions for his pledge: The Leader Barzani must live in the
village with his men after they had lain down their arms. The
suggestions were rejected and utterly ignored by Barzani. After
the new Qassim’s regime had realised that no allurements would
entice Barzani to deviate from the correct path of his ideals: his
belief in democracy and the right of Kurds to live in freedom,
the Iraqi airforce started on 15August 1961 raiding villages in
Barzan, Rezan and Shanader. Barzani had no choice but to
conduct defensive actions for the protection of the region and
its people from this new aggression. He set out with six fighters
amongst his men to Peris Mount. Before a long time preparation
was complete, for conducting defensive actions, followed by
KDP Polit Bureau office to transfer to (Maluma village) in the
vicinity. Most of the Barzan village residents fled their peaceful
homes, from the flatlands, climbing to the top of the high summits
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of mountains where, new abodes and locally-made tents of
the tribes soon appeared. The oncoming bloodthirsty regime’s
soldiers, in their constant onslaughts invaded the poorly-built
old houses, plundering orchards, cornfields, cattle and herds
with whatever assets or possession left in the villages. Then,
the officers issued orders for ruining the houses and set fire to
the remnants and anything which could be seen around. But
in spite of all the calamities, Barzani could hold their own for
long and on many occasions, in which the spectacular, brave
warriors of the tribe repulsed the Iraqgi Armed Forces fierce
attacks, so that the district remained completely protected and
no forces of any of the aggressive regimes could approach this
glorious countryside for generations.

The Sheikhs of Barzan, their disciples and adherents would
carry no arms in peace; on-their bodies no weapons could
be seen and no man enters Barzani (Khanega) = the religion
sanctuary for practising rituals, prayers and supplications. The
teaching methods of (Nageshbendy) school are urged and the
Barzani traditions, the long established, generally accepted
customs and moral usages are encouraged. The sanctuary is
a house where no frivolity, jest or humour is heard, but serious
advice and useful admonitions. For a Barzani man to lie is not
only a bad manner, but is regarded as blasphemy for which one
should seriously be punished.

Farmlands are owned by the community of people, i.e. no
private piece of land is allocated for any one man, especially
he who is agile can get greater share of the outcome from the
land. Marriages are consummated by the consent of the wish of
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both the brides and bridegrooms with nominal bonds, in which
no burden of money is laid on a young man who wants to marry
a girl. No social disputes are withessed in Barzan therefore, no
family or any social group leave the region for any other part
of Kurdistan. Ancient customs, traditionally followed in various
parts of Kurdistan and other countries in the Middle East, are
not practical in Barzan, for instance, marriage between an old
man and a young girl or vice versa, or offering a girl to a family
for obtaining their daughter for marriage are not to be found.
Political and cultural bonds between Barzani's Sheikhs and
the renowned men of Kurdistan, inside the country or abroad,
have been continuous always and never have terminated.
People who have pilgrimmed to holy Mecca (Haji) are rare in
Barzan, due to two main reasons, the lack of security on the
roads, passing through the Government’s regions, on the one
hand, and inability of people to spend money, on the other
hand. Money is not used commonly as is usual all over the
world, people trade in commodities through bartering. Money
was used to be called (the dirty thing) in the past. For clothing
men wear loosely hanging down trousers, like other Kurds,
but attractively modified, with the adaptation of long colourful
stripes that have impressed a lot of foreign visitors in Kurdistan.
Barzanis graze their herds and cattle on their private lands.
They dislike trespassing, and if the shepherds or graziers of the
neighbouring tribes happened to use a patch which belongs to
Barzan, they are allowed to do so by the orders issued by the
Sheikh, provided that they have entered the land peacefully.
Divorce and the act of separating a man and wife by Islamic
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Shari'a are rare in Barzan and, in accordance with a census
conducted by Abdulmuhaimen Sheikh Sulaiman Barzani; only
seven cases of divorce have been recorded in all the history
of Barzan. Divorce is regarded as a phenomenon that seldom
occurs. While this is the case, men are absolutely at liberty to
have another wife. Polygamy is permissible in Islam up to four
wives.

Primitive Socialism

Barzani’'s Sheikhs and their ancestors have never been
landowners and have not possessed any private properties.
Farmsteads and agricultural lands have been placed in the
hands of peasants and the Sheikhs’ followers. Near every
village there are warehouses which have been built for storing
crops and the outcome of the lands, to be distributed among the
inhabitants according to the numbers of their families and needs,
and for their possible guest or their (divans), the guesthouses,
if they have any. A piece of land may be owned by a farmer
after he had been cultivating it for many years. Sufficient
quantities of seeds would be left in the stores for sowing next
year, distributed to the farmers as well. To pick the yield of
wild plants and mountain trees, groups of men, women, young
boys and girls gather in large groups in every village. When
they come back all the fruits are piled in big heaps and shared
equally by all the people. For unity of a couple in marriages
the consent is essential for both, the man and woman. When
the marriage is decided upon finally, a house would be built
for the new family by means of co-operation of the villagers.
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They would be allocated a piece of land for cultivation and given
enough seeds from the stores with enough heads of cattle,
lambs and goats. Co-operation takes a great role during the
works of sowing, harvesting, reaping and building houses. The
post of Sheikhdom is not hereditary; it would be assigned to a
Sheikh of singular capabilities, intelligence and wisdom. After
the death of Sheikh Mohamed Sheikh Abdulsalam Barzani his
son Abdulsalam Barzani was selected to become the tribe’s
chieftain and the leader of the Negishbendi theology. Thereatfter,
as a result of an act of treason he was apprehended in the
eastern part of Kurdistan and delivered to a military force of the
Ottoman Empire who put him to death in the city of Mosul in
1914. While he was ascending the step to the gallows he said
“Blast you, the Kurds will never end by killing me.”

After him Sheikh Ahmad Barzani became chief of the tribe
and took over responsibility of the Sheikhhdom spiritually. After
the death of the Sheikh Ahmed, the Barzani people elected
Sheikh Mohamed Khalid Barzani, in a democratic plebiscite,
as the chieftain, but not as a tribal head in the high office of
the Nagishbandi creeds. This indicates that after Sheikh Ahmed
Barzani’'s demise no other Sheikh had been endowed with
the holy order and inspiration to qualify him for taking over
responsibility of the Sheikhhdom, spiritually.

At present the post of spiritual Sheikhdom does not exist
in Barzan as, it seems no man could withstand the office
responsibilities. The Barzani’'s tribes have constantly lived
together in peace. They do not fight each other for any
purposes, being for social, economic or land disputes. Never
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in the history of the tribe has a limb of the tribe allied with the
enemy of Kurds, neither during the Ottoman Empire reign, nor
after the Iragi Monarch establishment. In troubles the villagers
of Barzan never have taken shelter in the neighbouring tribes’
sanctuaries. The tribes living within the areas of Barzani region,
the Zebaries, Rekanis and Harkys have often been encouraged
against the Barzani tribe. However, no writer who belongs to one
of these tribes has ever published an adversary or antagonistic
criticism against Barzanis, their revolt and continual uprising for
the sake of the Kurdish cause.
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Plants and Animals Preservation

Ever since Sheikh Ahmed Barzani’'s father was alive, hunting
of certain kinds of animals and birds has been forbidden for
specific periods in April and in the procreation seasons all over
Barzan. The birds which are not allowed to be shot or caught are
partridges, rock partridges, pigeons, quails, ducks and geese.
The wild animals are deer, stags, wild goats, antelopes and
hares. Shotguns are not to be used for killing rock-partridges
and quails. They must be caught with traps or nets. Sheikh
Ahmed Barzani said “If shotguns are used the bird might get
one of the cartridge killing beads only, then it could fly, but dies
later in any hole or corner of the mountains of the wilderness.
This is indeed a very harsh, inhuman treatment.” Barzani used
to advise the people, concerning herbs and grass. He said,
“any sort of these plants that are eaten by sheep and goats can
be taken by human beings, in time of need, famine or dearth.”

In the Shireen Mount and the summer resorts of (Sari Horé),
under Sheikh Ahmed’s supervision and careful surveillance
tens of variety of grass and herb, roses, bulbs of wildflowers of
aromatic odour had been preserved with utmost care. Many of
them had been brought here from other mounts and from the far
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districts of Kurdistan, which were customly used for medication
and other therapeutical purposes, as sedatives, tranquillisers or
for beauty treatment and cosmetics.

In the same summer resorts ditches of vast dimensions
are dug deep in the ground where the walls of the holes
underneath are covered with layers of concrete. They are used
as underground stores for keeping in snow during winter to use
later in the hot season of next summer.

Until autumn dawns upon the mountains streams of thawing
snow rush in the glistening brooks to glide past the makeshift
tents and the thatched roof hut at the foot of hillsides.

In this part of the world wherein Kurdistan lies, though | am
a Kurd spending almost the greatest part of my life there, | had
come across a number of strange customs and practices of
work | had never seen before.

| was a police officer in (Herin) village, within the (Zebari)
tribe district, in 1961. When | was on a tour through the country
to get acquainted with the area, | passed (Chwarboot) a tiny
hamlet among the rocks of a hillside. | saw a man on a mule
engaged in unloading two sacks from the animal’'s back. One
of the sacks was full of wheat; the other was brimful with earth.
On the skirts of the mountain where the flatland soil is rare.
| saw the man engaged in unloading the two sacks from the
animal’'s back. The farmer poured the earth into the spaces
between the stones, then he spread a handful of wheat over the
earth (soil) using a spade to cover the wheat seeds in order that
they may grow thereafter when the proper season arrives. In
(Harin) water springs are seldom to be found. Instead there are
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wells dug in the yards of the houses or outside, where there are
enough spaces to allow for that. In the rainy season the villagers
used to go near the shores of the (Rubari Sheen = the Upper
Zab) river, where vast trenches had been dug out in the huge
rocks to be used as reservoirs for keeping water. The villagers
would clean the big holes from the soil of the past year. These
containers would be the new tanks ready for holding water of
the rains in the springtime. Then the icy-cool water would be
carried to the village in sheepskin bags carried on shoulders by
the fine damsels of this attractive country.
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Toward Zawita Mount

At the end of November 1961 -the Mobile Police Force
Battalion- | was serving in was transferred to (Zawita) a town in
the Government of Duhok. | had been thinking of the question
of joining the revolution at the first favourable opportunity.
Therefore, | met Mustafa Sulaiman, a dear friend who was an
engineer from Sulaimaniyah. He generously accepted to help
me ,he met Abdulrahman Zebeehi in Baghdad, a well-known
Iranian-Kurdish patriot working surreptitiously in Baghdad. The
latter provided me with a personal letter written to Ali Askari a
Kurdish revolutionary leader (for security purpose, as is usual
in underground activities, he had a quasi name = (Shalaw).)
| used to keep this letter in a matchbox hidden on my body.
King Faissal’s palace in (Zawita) had been altered to use as a
military camp which | with forty policemen under my command
occupied. Our dugout trenches were high upon the summit of
(Mount Senam) north-east of Duhok..

In the small hours of the first night on the cold, high mountain
summit, near to the twinkling stars of autumn, roaring loud
explosions of bombs, with shelling and shots started; getting
louder and louder as they became nearer to us. | realised of
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course they were Peshmerga who were advancing towards our
positions. | ordered the force under my control to avoid firing,
then | commanded the evacuation of the military post so that
they may be taken by the Peshmerga. These hostile actions
of mine (no doubt regarded as a traitorous act by the Iraqi
regime) were reported daily to the High Commands in Mosul
and Baghdad, while I had been reluctantly musing over how to
arrange fleeing to the Peshmerga side where | would be able to
serve in the movement to work for freeing my homeland.

An Order for Apprehension

After receiving several reports in which | had been accused
of treason involving capital punishment, an order for my arrest
was issued in Baghdad arriving at our commander’s office in
the Regiment. A short time prior to receiving the apprehension
order, | was called ‘Sir’ by the policemen. The same ‘rascals’
now started to ‘boss me around’. Hence, it was incumbent upon
me to escape, in order that | may save my own skin; but there
were no hopes of that, as all the eyes were upon me, watching
any steps | was taking to move away, out of their sight. Lastly,
| was put in a truck. The driver was on my left and a guard on
my right-hand side. Three other guards were riding in the truck
behind us. | was really in great trouble, thinking of miracles
that my happen to come to my rescue, probably in vain; but
while | was deep in these miserable thoughts the unhoped for
miracle did happen, in reality, by the grace of his Aimighty God.
Near ‘Bady’ village suddenly a crowd of Peshmerga jumped on
to the road, rushing to hold the movement of the vehicle. A
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glimpse of light shone upon me. | felt immediately | was safe,
rescued from the danger of being put to death. The policeman
on my right quickly grasped his rifle and the driver accelerated
the speed of the car. | told them not to try to escape because
that was impossible. “Even if we could flee from this trap there
would be further groups who would kill us for our disobedience.”
“If you want to get out of this safely, lay down your arms and get
off the truck.”

This admonishment of mine was followed strictly. The
Peshmerga received us all amiably in a gentle manner. When
they realised | was a Kurd arrested by the Regime, they held me
in great esteem. | can still remember one of the Peshmerga’s
called (Hassan Sté Bamerni) and another (Arif Badé). | met with
(Arif Badé) in (Duhok) in 1993. He received me with my family
in his home very generously as guests. He told that (Hassan
Sté) was living in (Bamirni).

| delivered the letter in the matchbox to (Hassan Sté). The
seventh of December 1961 in which this episode had taken
place was a triumphant, graceful day that | shall remember all
my life. | could achieve on that day the happiest aspirations of
my life. Thence forward, | was able to struggle for the cause of
my own people and my homeland.

The policemen on guard, who were leading me to my doom in
Baghdad to be put to death there on the gallows, were released
later, whole and completely intact and unharmed.

The following night the late Ali Askari accompanied me to
meet with the Leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani for an interview in
which | saw the Leader for the first time. Askari read him Zabihi’s
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letter to which he listened attentively. Barzani received me very
gently, with his usual sublimity of manners and cordiality. | was
extremely delighted, and genuinely happy to be accepted as a
new Peshmerga. Henceforward, | had become his permanent
young fellow, glad in his service which he had devoted for the
cause of the Kurdish people.

Towards Being a Peshmerga (i.e. A Kurdish guerrilla)

The Kurdish sense of nationality had been inoculated in
my conscience ever since | was a young boy and had blazed
thereafter more emotionally in the wake of the Kurdish Revolution
of September in 1961. Three months later when the revolution
had become reality and a fact universally accepted as a popular
Kurdish national movement | was completely prepared to ally
myself with the brave men who had been continuously leaving
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their personal interests and the comforts of their homes to join
the revolution in order to serve the cause of the Kurdish people.

The first step | had taken along this graceful path was in
Barzani Headquarters on 7 December 1961 as a result of his
encouraging and nice words he was accustomed to use. He
used to call me as if | were really his own son and insisted
on confirming that to me, the fact which made me happy and
comfortable in his presence.
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The Importance of Wireless-set

There were no wireless sets to be used by Peshmerga.
When a set was captured in a battle from the enemy the fighters
did not consider it a useful article to be kept. They threw it away.
For avoiding that | had to inform the commanders of the armed-
men units to issue orders for keeping all the apparatus in good
condition for using later on.

Ten days after my arrival at the Barzani HQ a great battlement
took place between the Peshmerga forces and those of the
Regime’s. The Iraqi forces were consisted of the First Armoured
Regiment and the Mobile Police Forces. Migs, Hocker Hunters
were raiding our forces while Iragi Air Forces bombers were
bombarding the villages especially those villages which were
used for resting at the nights.

The Iragi Armed Forces and Mobile Police Force casualty at
the battle was as follows:

1.45 soldiers and policemen killed
2. Approximately 50 soldiers and policemen wounded
3. 35 trucks burned and 2 armoured vehicles left
4. 4 Police Officers taken prisoner.
| was requested by the Leader Barzani to visit the prisoners to
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make a list for their names. They were horrified as they thought
| went to tell them that they would be killed.

Aterrible inhuman crime that never happened in the history of
the Kurdish Revolution. No prisoner had ever been maltreated.
They were all served humanly and released after the war. Our
Peshmerga were the symbol of kindness and humane quality.

The officers were: Captain of Police, Abdulkhaliq Abdulaziz —
the vice-commander of the fighting Regiment. Formerly he was
in a unit of the Mobile Police Force with myself in Baghdad. The
other officers were: First Lieutenant Abdulmun’im and Second
Lieutenant Talib. There was another officer who was called Atta
Jamil.

A few days later after the battle, Mullah Mutafa Barzani
ordered us, in the company of Ashraf Amédi and Ali Askari to
visit the prisoners and inform them that a decision had been
taken to release them. They were greatly impressed to hear
the happy news. Guides were sent to accompany them until
they reached the village (Sakrin). Then they managed to join
the Regime’s forces later.

Concerning Captain Abdulkhaliqg Abdulaziz, after the collapse
of Qassim’s Regime he was assigned the post of the Police
General Manager.

The spoils of the battle were huge in which tens of Siminov and
Klashincov guns were captured, with a great lot of ammunition.
There were also a few wireless apparatus. | selected one of 12
capacities with a small electric generator, three tins of petrol, a
few gallons of motor oil and four bundles of paper.

Two sergeants defected from the Regime’s army trained to
work as wireless assistants were attached to me. They were
called Mula Sulaiman and Mustafa Amadiyah. These agile
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fellowswerebusyinlistening tothe enemy’s messages containing
orders for bombing villages with civilians. The messages were
not in codes because the enemy did not believe that we were
in possession of wireless gear, which would enable us to listen
to their conversations. Very soon after, the regime’s messages
and their conversations were started to be relayed in codes.

Soldiers are Our People’s Sons, too

Leader Barzani was sorry indeed for so many officers ,
soldiers and armed policemen being killed in the battle of 13
December. He said, “These are our people’s sons, too. They
come here because they are ordered to do so. Don't kill them,
please. Try only to wound them.”

In the battlement of that day, our Peshmerga had surrounded
the Regime’s aggressive army from all sides. Their lines of
retreat were tightened, so that there was no hope of escape. It
was indeed a tactical besiege of military manoeuvre. Therefore,
Barzani issued orders to Peshmerga commander Nabi Sur’asin
to relax the grip from the enemy rear lines, so that they may
flee for their lives. He ordered that: great numbers of soldiers
should not be killed. Regarding this humane idealism, it is
said: There was a certain Peshmerga, who was the leader of a
unit. He was called (Hajar) brother to the celebrated (Teli Aga)
the chieftain of (Doski) tribe. Hajar was a pious Muslim Kurd.
When firing a shot in fighting at the enemy he used to say, “By
the grace of God none will be killed, they would be wounded
only. You, Almighty God, please don’t let anybody be killed with
my hands.”
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Negotiations

On 17 December 1961 Major Hassan Abud Commander
of the Mosul military base had arrived at (Sunsung) area for
negotiations with the Leader Barzani on behalf of Abdulkereem
Qassim. There, a certain place had been appointed for the
meeting. Major Abud arrived at the place, near (Bamirni), riding
in his car. However, Barzani had beforehand ordered three
Peshmerga to take the delegates when they arrived to another
place that he had assigned, and not to the old one. The new
meeting spot was five kilometres from the old position. When
the delegates arrived the Peshmerga took them to Barzani’s
presence. At the time agreed upon for the negotiations to
take place, the Iragi Regime’s war fighters came flying over
the place, bombarding it with rockets and heavy shells. Then
Barzani looked at the envoys telling them, “Do you see what the
Regime is doing? If we were now at the nominated place we
would have been dead, killed by the bombs of the Government
that had sent you?”

When the delegates were back in Baghdad, Qassim told
Major Hassan, “Why didn’t you kill Barzani, you had a revolver
with you?” The Major was arrested and put in prison by Qassim.

First Portable Wireless

On 21 December while we were in the surroundings of
Bamarni Village | installed the first foundations for a portable
wireless post. In collaboration with (Mustafa Amadiyah) | started
the set to work.

48



Shawkat Mullah Ismail Hassan

First Portable Wireless-set

On 21December while we were in the surrounding of
Bamerni village far in the norh-west of Musul, | installed the first
foundation for a mobile wireless-set.

In collaboration with Mustafa Amédi a former police sergeant
wireless operator, | started the set to work.
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‘Decyphering coded -massages’

On 28 December while we were in (Karkarava) village ,close
to the abovementioned area,l was able to decypher a coded
message and the guiding keys of the codes. At the time, |
had no clues or references to rely upon and had obtained no
information from the enemy to assist me for solving any of
its secrets; but, with introspection, scrutiny and comparison
of the data in the message itself, | could loosen its numerical
relations for getting into the graph’s contents. In this message,
the Regime’s army requested bombardment of villages, one of
them was (Karkarava)

| sent the message to the Leader Barzani. The villages
whose names were in the message were alerted and the
occupants told to leave their homes. In the evening when the
villagers were back at home, they were greatly astonished to
find their villages had been bombarded and started to whisper
amongst themselves, “O, Barzani must have some informant at
Baghdad, otherwise how could he know that on this Friday our
villages would be attacked first in the early morning!”

| named that wireless station (Aras Wireless-set Station)
after the Arax River. It lasted with this appellation for long time
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until the last days of the Kurdish war. .And even now,the same
wireless station resumed its activity in the main headquarter of
the Kurdish leader Mas’ud Mullah Mustafa Barzani in Erbil for
his private communications.

Many Peshmerga were engaged to work at that Wireless-
set Station, days and nights, receiving coded messages. Mula
Sulaiman a former police corporal wireless operator as usual
was there, with his colleague Hema Raza Abdul- Rahman. The
contents of the decoded messages were on many occasions
about matters very important to us. They told about the enemy’s
movements, their casualties, plans of offensives, strategy of
attacks by infantry, or artillery shellings. They also listed the
results of daily fightings if any, and information concerning the
Peshmerga’s movements, or Barzani’'s places of residence.
Moreover, we learned a great deal about many enemy’s
departments related to the fighting, such as the branches of the
intelligence services and about the mercenaries, or the police,
and the security agents’ activities...etc.

Number of Peshmerga and the Types of Arms

In the December of 1961 the number of Peshmerga were
(720) fighters, nearly (150) were unarmed; they had only
daggers for self-defence. Two shepherds had also joined the
Peshmerga, bringing with them their canes, enormous batons.
During a battle those who had no arms kept near the battlement
field, taking the opportunity for capturing a piece whenever that
was possible.
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The kinds of our weaponry at the time were:

1. Bernu rifles, long and short types

2. British and Polish rifles, single barrel shot guns with a number
of twin barrels. Both kinds were called (Jift) meaning a pair in
the Kurdish language.

As we left a village there were always three, four or more
young men who volunteered to join our ranks. They did that for
no personal interests, but to serve with the Peshmerga for the
Kurdish National cause. In the outset of the movement KDP
members had taken the initiative for launching comprehensive
teaching campaigns for general education and in the adoption
of ethical values. As a result, disputes, so common among the
tribes and the lineages of villagers’ groups, had disappeared,
because young men were busily engaged in learning to practice
the arts of partisans fightings.

From the beginning until the end of the Revolution there
had been spectacularly renowned, brave men among the
distinguished Kurdish families who had sacrificed their assets
and lives generously in order to defend their homeland from
the tyranny of aggressive regimes. Their names have proudly
been kept in the annals of the human history of struggling for
the cause of achieving freedom.

Among these brave men are the following, which were
fighting the enemy in the region of ‘Behdinan’.

Rashid Ismail Griveli, Ali Koramary, Ahmed Haji Mohi,
Muhamed Ali Dergjzhniki, Ahmed Hassan Bajelori, Hamo
Kamaki, Darwesh Bisifki, Farho Kashani, Haji Remedan
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Slevani, Waissi Bibani, Hameed Hifzulla, Khurshid Mzori zhér,
Sharif Goyi, Na’'man Bossuli, Ali Mhi Betassi, Sleman Sindi,
Muhamed Ali Bnari, Sabri Hallawayi, Ramazan Rasho Ormani,
Omer Tirwanshi, Abdulrahman Bedohi, Hemid Sharif, Arif Said
Mayi, Arif Mahamed Brifki, Rashid Haji Bamerni, Mirza Hetiti,
Isho Aredini, Abdulla Amédi, Mustafa Linavai Duhoki, Jubreal
Muhamed Selki, Salih Shémad, Mikail Bijani, Aziz Bossi.
They were all martyred during the massacres of the inhuman
wars waged by the diverse Iragi regimes against Kurdistan.

Anecdote of a Peshmerga

A humorous Peshmerga had a shotgun he used to carry on
his shoulders. In the outskirts of (Zawita) town. Hockerhunter
fighters came often to raid Peshmerga dugouts, diving very
low over their trenches usually burnt gas passed out through
the exhaust pipe of the plane in a great mass, especially while
ascending fast.

The amusing fellow fired his shotgun at the plane, seeing at
the same time smoke and fire coming out from the back part of
the fighter. He looked musingly and said “You don't feel it now;
maybe when you are at Mosul, back on the bloody aerodrome,
you will then feel what | have done to your anus.”
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The Peshmerga Forces:
Lashkir, Qol and Héz

The armed forces of Peshmerga gathered together were
called collectively (Lashker) army. It was divided to (Qol =
squadron) which contained 15-150 or more armed men. Its
commander was called (Surgol), assisted by two Peshmerga,
one stayed in his company, the other was left behind in the
HQ with 6-7 Peshmerga. They were to perform the works of
supervising food and water and ammunitions supplies and to
attend to the wounded, and bury the dead. When necessary
they acted as an emergency force arriving at the sites of conflict
to assist their (Qol), or any other unit in need of help.

(Héz = Brigade) consisted of 5-6 (Qol) in some instances it
amounted to (10 Qol). It's commander was called (Amir Héz).
One (Qol) was left behind to carry on administrative works as it
has been already mentioned.

Barzani recruited three (Héz)’s in (Behdinan) area (i.e.Musol
surrounding areas), they are:

1. (Zakho Héz) made up of 600 armed Peshmerga, in command
of (Issa Swar Barzani). His deputy commanders were: Ali Halo,
Mullah Hassan and Haji Sadiq.
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2. (Duhok H&z) made up of 350 armed Peshmerga in command
of (Ali Khalil Khoshewi).

3. (Shékhan Héz) made up of 400 armed Peshmerga in
command of (Hisso Mirkhan Dolemeri)

(Lashkir = Division) Army is composed of three (Héz)'s or
more. The commander of the army is called (Ser Laskir) which
literally means Army Leader. His duties as Commander in Chief
are multifarious with responsibilities to follow up the duties of
all the deputy or vice-commanders to ensure performance of
their obligations. He is accountable for complete application
of Barzani’'s orders and instructions. An army HQ normally
was accommodated in the remotest rear part of the forces.
The Commander in Chief of the Behdinan First Army was
As’ad Khoshewi Barzani with 600 partisan fighters under his
command. Mullah Hemdi, a Syrian Kurd was secretary and
holder of the Army syphering and deciphering manual. Selseem
As’ad Khoshevi Barzani was his assistant.

Ahmed Agha Amédi and Sidgi Ahmed Agha both were
(Serqol)’s, in charge of a regiment with 600 fighters. Defence
of the two significant strategic points of mountains (Gara and
Matina) was assigned to them.

In this junction, it is fair to enlist the names of a group of
brave tribal men who have followed the ranks of Peshmerga
voluntarily, bringing with them their own arms and ammunition in
order to defend the cause of Kurdistan. They have obediently
followed the ideals and principles of the Kurdish Revolution. A
great number of these courageous men have sacrificed their own
lives generously in the aftermath of remarkable achievements
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in the distinguished combats found in the annals of the Kurdish
Liberation Movement.
These martyrs are

1. Uzair Agha Dolemeri 9. Sulaiman Laj

2. Mamendi Kako 10. Taimuz Arab

3. Hashim Merozi 11. Abdull Ali Gurani
4, Yassin Mérozi 12. Sun’an Slori

5. Abdulrahim Jussim 13. Ahmed Herki

6. Hussain Jurgis 14. Wassman Argoshi
7. Sufuet Shevi 15. Majid Bossi

8. Hussin Sheikh Banani 16. Khalid Dezoi

Those who volunteered in Behdinan area were:
1. Sa’'id Sha’ban Amédi

2. Seleem Cheyi

3. Mahmud Agha Chemanki

While Ghazi Haji Melo and Abdulwahid Haji Melo Mazori
have attached themselves to the Peshmerga forces from the
beginning of the September Revolution.

On 20 October 1961 Barzani’s forces arrived at the (Nerwai)
tribe’s area where these tribesmen joined the Barzani forces:
Mohamed Nerwayi, Nazmi Nerwayi, Mullah Ahmed Dotazayi
and Mustafa Nerwayi. In the area of upper (Berwari) Jamila
Sur (man), Ahmed Shana Harori, Tofig Beg Berwari joined the
ranks of Peshmerga as well. In Guli area, these persons came
to fight in collaboration with the Kurdish partisans: Muhamed
Haji Saddiqg Biro, his relatives, brothers and all kinsmen and
members of the tribe and residents of the villages.
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On 15 November 1961 those who joined in the region of
Selvani are: Faissal Nizarki, Sulaiman Haji Bedri, Ali Ali Kocher,
Ali Hallo, Areef Darwesh Sindi, Abdul- Rehman Dino, Mullah
Hemdi Suri, Namo Samad Kocher, Mirkhan Bawirki, Ramadan
Guli, Selman Muhamed Bamerni, Tahir Rashavi, Sa’id Salih,
and Salih Seleem Nalbend Bamerni.

From the start of the Revolution until the year 1964, all the
forces in (Behdinan) area, combined with those under the
Leader Barzani himself were put into deliberate relations in
accordance with the army orders we have already mentioned,
nevertheless, the KDP had thereafter established its own system
of arrangements which were known as: (Desta= 6-12armed
men), (Pel= platoon), (Lig= squadron),( battalion and Héz).
Barzani also had renewed the order. He had put a Commander
in Chief at the head of an army, i.e. any 3-4 (Héz)'s became
a Lashkir = Division. Barzani used to advise the citizens and
the tribe chieftains that in case they were unable to become
Peshmerga, let them not serve the Iragi Regime as a mercenary.
Of the KDP members who joined the Peshmerga forces were
men who could carry arms and fight the Iraqi Armed Forces or
citizens who were afraid to be apprehended by the Regime for
the sake of being tortured and imprisoned in the future.

The Commanders and the Forces in Behdinan Area

(i.e.Musol area)

As we have previously stated Zakho Hez had been
commanded by lIssa Swar Barzani until 1975. Ali Khalil
Khoshawi commanded Duhok Hez and Hisso Mekhan
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Dolamari the Shekhan Hez. Ass’ad Khoshewi Barzani was the
Commander in Chief of the First Army. Ever since they were
guite young, these commanders have been accompanying the
Leader Barzani in the southern Kurdistan in the Republic of
Mahabad which is in the east of Kurdistan and during Barzani’s
banishment in the USSR.

The Peshmerga and the personnel commanding the (Qol)’s
were inhabitants from the Behdinan villages or policemen and
soldiers who had defected leaving their posts, bringing with
them all the arms and effects of the posts. No customs, duties
or excise were exacted from the citizens or from the villagers
and the Peshmerga were not paid any cash or allowance.
Since, there was neither budget nor any resources of incomes
to collect money from. The Revolution administration had no
budget in its possession. It was customary for the villagers
to feed Peshmerga in their homes of whatever kinds of food
they had in their houses. When necessary, Peshmerga were
distributed reasonably among the village houses to be served
one meal or more during a day. The Peshmerga who used to
smoke were given enough tobacco to fill the purse hanging from
his waist, with a packet of thin papers to be rolled as cigarettes.
The (Shari’at) Islamic tax which is 2.5 of any person’s extra or
superfluous money was donated benevolently by the wealthy
to the Peshmerga as a gift and also for the performance of the
sacred duties of the Islamic religion. From the year 1961 until
1964 the Kurdish Revolutionary forces had received no financial
aids, neither from the KDP Polit Bureau nor from any other
sources. On 1964 (Hebas Agha Mamund agha) and (Sheikh
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Hussain Boskani) had extended generous financial assistances
to the Kurdish Guerrillas during the critical instances. Barzani
had kept a diary in which he made a list for the amounts he
received, so that he would pay back the money when enough
was available. Towards the end of 1963 we were in (Akoyan)
valley (north-west of Sulaimaniyah). Abbas Mamend Agha had
put his own barns’ contents of corn at the Peshmerga’s disposal
to be given to the Kurdish Guerrillas units and the Peshmerga’s
families.

In the mid-year of 1966, during a short negotiation held
between the Iragi Regime and the Kurdish side, Hebas Agha
Mamund agha unfortunately fell ill. He was sent to Kirkuk, under
the Iraqg Regime’s authority, for medical treatment, in the main
public hospital (Republic Hospital). The authority was aware
of Hebas’s outstanding attitude towards the Kurdish Movement
and his great importance in supporting Mullah Mustafa Barzani
and the Kurdish Revolution. He was injected with a poisonous
needle, raising his temperature abnormally. He succumbed and
died following the long caravan of the Kurdish martyrs.
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The KDP Activities in Behdinan

KDP as a political party, was to be headed by Barzani, had
not extended any tangible help to the Revolution in the Behdinan
area, politically, economically, or taking the responsibility of
supporting the fighting forces until 1964. It had no activity to be
felt throughout all Behdinan (Northern regions of the Movement).
In fact, despite their dormant state, there existed three KDP
organisations all over the area. They were situated in (Spindar)
village in (Sindi tribe) region, in (Gohurz) near (Amadiyah), in
the township of (Bamerni), in (Keshan) of (Guli tribe) region. In
the towns of (Duhok) and (Amadiyah) the KDP members used
to hold surreptitious meetings. Afew members, who were inside
the ranks of the fighting units, participated in defending the area
with their arms, which they carried on them.

Occupation of Kani Massi Township in Berwari Bala

(Mosul area)

When December 1961 had ended, before General Barzani’'s
Forces could reach the vicinity of (Kani Massi) town in (Berwari
Bala) area, the Iragi Regime’s administration office hearing of
Barzani’s approach on the head of his Guerrillas, terrorised; they
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had fled with all the body of 200 employees actively working
in its different departments, crossing the border they entered
Turkey.

In this connection Barzani sent the nearest Turkis