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"nA brief biography of “Salah Rafik Rawanduzi

I was born 80 years ago “1942”, in a city known for
its majestic beauty and mountainous terrain, Rawanduz.
This city has also a historic background for it was the
center of the mighty Kurdish Soran Principality some
two hundred years ago. I spent the first part of my
childhood years in this glorious city. My first 2 years of
the school were also completed here in the Kawlokan
Elementary. My life in those childhood years made a
permanent impression of love, memories and
admiration for this city and its great people and
dazzling scenery.

After the completion of my second grade, my
father, a well-known goldsmith along with his older
”Wasta Sadeqi Zerenger” who also was a brother
legendary goldsmith, decided to relocate to Erbil as it
was more favorable for their business. In our new home
in “Erbil _ Hawler as it called in Kurdistan” I resumed
school till the completion of the 11th grade of high
school.

While being in Erbil was favorable to my father’s

business, my heart really belonged to my birthplace
city. So, every Summer at the conclusion of each
school year, I would head back to Rawanduz and renew
my family and love ties there. If it was easy taking me
out of Rawanduz, it was, nonetheless, impossible to
take Rawanduz out of my heart and mind. My father
was adamant that I should not forget the Rawanduzi
dialect of the Kurdish language. “Rafik Zernger” was
an ambitious businessman, but not at the expense of his
solid principles of integrity and the deep pride of his
Rawanduzi roots. In 1963, Kurdistan’s fortunes turned
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for the worse with accession of power of the most
brutal group in Iraq, the Baath Party. The “National
Guard” militia, belonging to the Baath regime, harassed

many people.

They attacked, harassed and insulted me too many
times. This gangster militia once came to arrest me in
my home. I was able to escape with the help of two of
dear family members who had hidden pamphlets of my
“KDP” and Kurdish student affiliations and activities
out of their reach. The militia thugs stole lots of gold
from our home. But fortunately I eluded their wrath and
evil plan. Also taken from my home were large
amounts of cash belonging to late “Mahmoud Bagi
Khalifa Bradosti”. The latter was kept there for safe
keeping. The government later paid him back, but our
gold was lost forever.

After the resumption of relative normalcy to Erbil, I

applied for position of senior clerk in the Governorship
of Erbil. There were seven applicants for this position. |
scored the highest in the exam and interview and was
accepted. The Governor of Erbil at the time, the late
Badraden Ali, hired me. The good part of this position
was | had the pleasure to be working daily with a
Kurdish patriot and singer, “Tahir Tofik”. This position
lasted for 2.5 years till 1966. After the establishment of
the Kurdish intelligence services, Parastin, belonging to
the Kurdish revolution, I joined them and they
implanted me in the inner circle of the Erbil
Governorship. After some major activities, I left Erbil

& jointed formally the Kurdish revolution.

While in Erbil, I was an active Peshmerga secretly,
by joining the revolution I could serve my Kurdistan as
peshmerga and Parastin without fear.

After the collapse of the Kurdish revolution as a
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result of the treacherous agreement between Iraq and
Iran, I immigrated to Canada. I spent 35 years in exile
and away from my lovely wife, “Sajida Ahmid”, and
my four daughter, “Midya, Areen, Allea and Rozan”. In
2004, at the request of President “Barzani”, 1 came
back permanently and made Erbil and Kurdistan home
again. If there is one person that I truly owe all of my
life is my late wife, “Sajida”. She is THE unknown
soldier of our family. Selfless, strong, and dedicated,
Sajida was and is a true hero for my daughters and 1. A
lady as classy and honorable as Sajida are not found too

often.

This book is dedicated to her soul, legacy and

sacrifices. Sajida Khan is out sight but never out of

mind. Our loss was Heaven’s gain. We love her for
eternity.

Last, but not least, I want to express our heartfelt
appreciation and special thanks to the writer and
organizer of this book, Mr. “Sherzad Heini”, for his
tireless belief and great efforts for this project. Mr
Heini is a well known, able writer and intellectual in
Kurdistan. Without him, this book would not have seen
the light. Our family and I are deeply grateful to his
patience, honesty, writing ability and hard work.
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