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Abstract

This research entitled (Kirkuk City during 1958 — 1975: A Historical
Study about the Cultural Condition) aims at showing the entire cultural
activities and movements in the fields of education, journalism, literature, art
...etc. that carried out during this period of time in the city. Undoubtedly
researching in the cultural field of a city like Kirkuk in this period is a very
sensitive task, because, firstly, the city is comprised of different ethnics and
religions, that each of them has its own features, especially the characteristics
of culture as it is an essential part of building society. Secondly, the political
events of Iraq and Kurdistan had left dramatic influences over the city’s
culture, especially after the Bath’s came to power on 8th February 1963 and
17th July 1968 that left negative effects on the Kurdish culture than other
ethnics in the city. Moreover, the richness of Kirkuk with natural sources,
instead of luxury, became the source of misfortune for the citizens. The Iraqi
government had tried continuously changing the demography of the city, thus,
this process badly affected the cultural aspect of the city. In spite of this
condition the intellects of the city exploited the least opportunity to express
their literary and artistic merits. This research is comprised of a preface and
three chapters.

A summary of city’s history and geography in addition to a rapid
review of the cultural status before 1958 are mentioned in the preface.

Chapter one provides an account of the cultural aspects of the city.
This chapter is divided into four sections. Section one presents the
circumstances of education. The second section deals with the condition of
journalism in Kirkuk city. The third section provides information about the
literary genres (poetry, fiction, novel, and folklore). The fourth section deals
with art condition including (drama, painting, song, and music). Within each
artistic aspect, the development and the impediments to their growth are
discussed.

Chapter two offers information about the role of centers, groups and
organizations of culture and art that served the cultural movements and were
able to gather artists, authors and common people to show their skills through
various activities. Additionally, the role and the effect of cultural centers and
groups outside the city on the cultural movements of the city are
demonstrated.



Chapter three sheds light on the political events that happened in Iraq
and Kurdistan during 1958 — 1975 like the 14th July Revolution in 1958, the
beginning of September Revolution in 1961, and giving the national rights of
(Turk 1970) and (Syriac 1972) and also the agreement of (11th ,March,1970 )
between Iraqi government and Kurdish liberation movement leadership . Each
of the aforementioned events left and determined their effects on the cultural
movements of the city.



