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ABSTRACT 

Among the Kurdish novels, the historical novels have settled as a genre that 

deserve to be studied academically. This thesis aims to study the Kurdish historical 

novels written in the Kurmanci dialect that were published from the beginning of the 

1950s until 2010, and evaluate them in a sociological and historical context. This thesis 

asserts that the needs of the present incline the societies and their intellectuals to study 

the past, and so writing historical novels, too, is not far from that aim. The Kurdish 

authors also use the historical novels as intrument because of the political needs of the 

present and they sometimes write historical novels to teach the history to the new 

generations. In addition, in those historical novels that were studied for this thesis, the 

present is the subject rather than past, and they have become the instrument for building 

the kurdish identity and social memory. 

Another assertion of this thesis is that the political conditions of society play an 

important role in determining the content and quality of the literary works. Recent 

changes regarding the Kurdish Question have improve the quality of the Kurdish 

historical novel and authors are heading towards more diverse issues rather than the big 

issues like national identity, national struggle and rights etc. 

This study consists of Introduction and three main chapters. In the Introduction, 

the relationship between novel and nation, novel and history, and aim of the thesis were 

explained. In the Methodology, as a subsection of Introduction, consists of a short 

presentation of Kurdish historical novels; which were discussed in this thesis and the 

critical methods were used for the evaluation of the novels.  

In the first chapter, the features of historical novel as a genre and rise of the 

historical novels in the West together with some examples of British, French, German 

and Russian literature. In addition, the situation of historical novels in Persian and 

Turkish literature was studied in order to be able to make a comparison and to place the 

Kurdish historical novels in context. In this subsection it was seen that in every society 

there is a close relation between novel, history and nation/nation-state. However, since 

about two centuries the East has been faced for with problems resulting from late-

modernisation and loss of power vis-a-vis the West, historical novel has been a tool for 

the discussion of present issues and for seeking a pure and powerful past. However 

Arabic 

to this subject. 
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The second main chapter which consists of critical evaluations about eleven 

kurdish historical novels in the context of history, national identity, social memory, past 

and present, has been divided into six subchapters: one subchapter for each novelist. In 

each subchapter, the biyography of novelist and his works are considered, and then the 

novels in question are studied. 

In the third chapter, it will be a general evaluation about all the mentioned 

novels. 

Xanim (Lady Khate) and  (War On the Mountains) are remarkable with that 

they situate the present perspective and the issues of the past. 

The second subchapter is about Biro

its concern to teach history or to learn lessons from history. A further important point is 

T Dimdim which 

Dimdim,

aims of teaching history and building an social memory are important features. 

Moreover, the characteristics of socialist realism can be easily seen in that novel.  

novel .  is remarkable for its woman protoganist who is a historian and 

Mehmet Uzun is included in this study with his three novels: 

(Shadow of Love),  (Well of Fortune) and  (Appeal of 

Tigris). The first two  are biographical and are written with the aim of reminding the 

reader of two Kurdish politicians, Celadet Ali Bedirhan and Memduh Selim Bey, and to 

build a place in national social memory for these two politicians. The third novel is 

the middle of the 19th century, one cannot see a description of that period. In addition to 

serious anachronisms, it has been noted  that the present perspective was reflected to the 

past by the author and he tried to verify his present in the past. 

The last novelist is Jan Dost who thinks that historiography is a necessity for 

Kurds to be able to build both their present and also their future, and who built his 

 and identity issues 
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appear in his novels, he is a writer who has the minimum number of anachronisms in his 

works and does not sacrifice the aesthetic values to cultural and political concerns. 
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