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Between the Movement of Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed 1919 and the 1920 
Revolution in the light of the Formation of the Modern State of Iraq 

 

A Comparative Study

 
 

Abstract: 

 When Britain occupied Baghdad on March 11, 1917, no one thought that it would 
be the capital of a country later known as “Iraq.”, This state was formed after an 
ideological-political struggle between the British circles in India, the Gulf, Egypt, Iran, 
and London, several factors helped accelerate the formation of this state with its 
current borders between the years 1919-1925. The most prominent of these factors 
are the movement of Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed in 1919, and the 1920 revolution in 
southern Iraq, specifically, in the "Middle Euphrates" region. The two movements 
broke out for different reasons and ends, but there is no doubt that both were against 
the British occupation of the Mesopotamian lands that were within the borders of the 
Ottoman Empire until the end of the First World War. The movement of Sheikh 
Mahmoud Al-Hafeed, whose events took place between May-June 1919, preceded 
the 1920 revolution, whose chapters included most of the second half of 1920. After 
the two movements were eliminated by the British forces, the British politicians in 
Mesopotamia had the idea of establishing the state of Iraq in the states of Baghdad 
and Basra, so that the issue interacted after that, and the state of Mosul, "South 
Kurdistan", was merged with this new state. 

Keywords: 1920 Revolution, Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed, Iraq, Britain, and Kurdistan eikeikh Meikh ikh Mh Mkhhhh
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The Kurdish National Question in the aftermath of the First World War until the 
independence of Iraq (1918-1932) 

 

Abstract: 

This paper deals with the Kurdish question and its aspirations in the 
aftermath of the First World War, and the position of the great powers towards it 
within the new international relations in the aftermath of the war through several 
points that study the national question prior to the establishment of the Iraqi kingdom 
and during the twenties of the last century. It also discussed the reality of the Kurdish 
national issue in the ministries of Nuri al-Saeed. The first and second, especially after 
the signing of the treaty with Britain, which did not fulfill the aspirations of both Nuri 
al-Saeed and the Kurds, which they found devoid of the privileges promised to them 
by Britain, so they submitted their requests to the League of Nations on October 18, 
1930, which affected the reality of the Kurdish national liberation movement starting 
From Sulaymaniyah and Barzan, led by Sheikh Mahmoud al-Hafid and Sheikh Ahmed 
Barzani. 

Keywords: Kurdistan, Iraq, Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed, Nuri Al-Saeed, League of 
Nations 
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Britain and Sheikh Mahmoud uprising in Iraqi Kurdistan 1922-1931 
 

Abstract: 
The relationship of the Kurds in Iraq with the British Mandate Authority was 

of great importance in the British policy aimed at consolidating its influence in Iraq, 
and from here the importance emerged in highlighting the British position on the 
uprising of Sheikh Mahmoud the grandson in 1922-1931 in Iraqi Kurdistan. That 
position was addressed by this research through Important historical sources, most 
notably British documents. 

 This research included two axes, the first one included briefly talking about 
the first uprising of Sheikh Mahmoud in 1919 and the British position on it, and in the 
second topic we dealt with the position of the British mandate authorities in Iraq on 
the uprising of Sheikh Mahmoud between 1922-1931 and its clear role in aborting 
Sheikh Mahmoud’s dream of establishing the Kurdish state. 

KeyWords: Policy, British, uprising, Sheikh Mahmoud, Iraqi Kurdistan 
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Sheikh Ahmed Barzani in The Balance of History and its Rule 

 

Abstract: 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Abdul Salam bin Mulla Abdullah bin Haji 

Mulla Muhammad bin Mulla bin Taj al-Din bin Mulla Abdul Salam, born in Barzan in 
1896, descended from a religious family that proved its existence among the Kurds, 
and adhered to the Naqshbandi order, until its influence increased and the strength of 
its position. It was natural for Ahmed bin Sheikh Muhammad to grow up a genesis 
based on commitment to Islamic teachings, due to the nature of the house in which 
he grew up and the region in which he lived, and he was able to gain the respect of 
many clans, due to his modesty and spirituality  

Our research came to the Center, to reveal a page of that influential sheikh, 
tribal leader, religious man, and militant who influenced him a lot, and some of them 
took him to the rank of sanctification, and the focus was on the positive attitudes that 
were attributed to him and their impact on his aspirations, as well as positions that 
were calculated according to our modest point of view. . Therefore, our research can 
be a critical evaluation study of that personality that had a clear impact on the history 
of the Kurds and the Kurdish region. The nature of the research necessitated dividing 
it into three topics, preceded by an introduction and followed by a conclusion. The 
first topic revealed some personal aspects of Sheikh Ahmad Barzani and some 
important positions that affected and influenced him, just as the second topic was 
devoted to reviewing the most important positions that count for Sheikh Ahmed and 
some of his national positions, and the third topic was devoted To clarify the critical 
historical visions towards some of the positions that were calculated on Sheikh Ahmed 
and their impact on his aspirations from the view of researchers, which may bear 
criticism, modification, or addition, and in conclusion, we tried to define the most 
important conclusions that we reached through the context of this modest research  

The research relied on a group of important sources and references that 
came back to different directions in terms of general trends, including: unpublished 
British documents, and others obtained from the Library and Documents House in 
Baghdad, in addition to the various sources and references  

Several factors contributed to the crystallization of the personality of Sheikh 
Ahmed, and he waged the struggle against various parties during his jihadist career, 
and he tried to balance between the many variables that he faced until his positions 
contradicted due to pressure, and the nature of the challenges he faced at the time as 
he sought to achieve some gains on the Kurdish arena in Iraq  

Sheikh Ahmed's personal ambition was clear through his struggle, as well as 
his reliance on his own capabilities, which influenced his movements and decisions at 
the time, just as he had not dealt with a flexible policy with some of the critical 
political situations that interfered with him, as if he was far from the diplomatic 



 

method of dealing with the authorities opposite him. He was far from the cunning and 
cunning methods of most British diplomats at the time, due to his tribal nature, his 
principles, as well as his religious upbringing that kept him away from the methods of 
deception and evasion, except that the challenges that were mostly greater than his 
modest ability, while he was within a tribal society It was subject to a state of 
backwardness within the colonial circle, which was working to serve its interests in the 
region and a central government that relied on some of those forces, and worked to 
consolidate its foundations throughout Iraq  

Sheikh Ahmed was loyal to his national cause just as political and economic 
variables negatively affected his national aspirations, at a time when he did not have a 
great interest in journalism and did not recognize the newspapers he managed or 
supported that brought together Kurdish intellectuals, with the aim of spreading 
cultural and national awareness of the Kurds, and demanding rights, in addition to The 
response to the critics and opponents of Sheikh Ahmad and the Kurdish 
revolutionaries at the time, however, he was able to achieve moral success at the 
national level and rise to the ranks of the great revolutionaries and respected clerics, 
especially in the Barzan region and its environs  

Sheikh Ahmad Barzani did not gain the approval of all the Kurdish leaders, 
especially those whose interests were harmed by the reform attempts that the Sheikh 
adopted. Kurdish circles, and the British authorities ’focus at the time on those 
allegations was evidence of the importance of that man in his society, as well as 
seeking to influence his movements and undermine his good reputation, which 
increased as a result of these trends  

Keywords: Sheikh Ahmed Barzani, the Kurds, history. Politics anani, thni, tni, ththi, tttt
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Kurdistan and Baghdad” Shared National visions regarding the Political 
Developments in Iraq 1936-1946 

 

Abstract:  

The contemporary history of Iraq has been characterized by the abundance 
and interlinking of various events which made many researchers face a difficult task to 
access these events and address them in an objective way, and this applies to the 
reason for writing about the components of the Iraqi national and religious 
composition within the framework of the one nation and the one national identity 
and its positions, especially It is here to talk about a major and important component 
of the Iraqi identity, besides, it has made an effective contribution to expressing 
national attitudes towards the various challenges witnessed in the contemporary 
history of Iraq, except the illusion of the Kurdish people. Iraqi Kurdistan has made an 
effective contribution since the establishment of the modern Iraqi state on August 23, 
1921, and they had the participation of personalities and qualities that had their 
political, social and economic weight, which contributed greatly to managing the time 
of supremacy 

Keywords: Kurdistan, Baghdad, Bakr Sidqi, Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed, Mullah 
Mustafa Al-Barzani
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The image of the Kurdish revolutions in the royal era in the British press 
The Illustrated London News,The Listener, andThe Times as exemplar 

 

 Abstract: 

After the First World War of 1914-1918, and the British occupation of Iraq, 
Britain became the holder of the first word in the country, and it had the final say in 
the inauguration of Prince Faisal bin Al Hussein as king of Iraq in August 1921 AD, and 
then Britain became to play a major role in Iraq's internal and external affairs during 
the monarchy of 1921-1958 AD, One of the issues that occupied the attention of 
political decision-making circles in Britain was the Kurdish issue in light of the 
successive Kurdish revolutions during the monarchy, such as the revolution of Sheikh 
Mahmud Hafid, Sheikh Ahmed Barzani and Mulla Mustafa Barzani, and The British 
interest in the issue was reflected in the British press,therefore The researcher 
decided to address the image of the Kurdish revolutions in the in the royal era in the 
British press through: The Illustrated London News, The Listener Magazine, and The 
Times newspaper. 
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Hence, this study aims to identify the British public opinion’s position on the 
Kurdish revolutions in the royal era through the British press, and compare the official 
and popular British newspapers' coverage of the events of the Kurdish revolutions, 
and identify the role of the British government in directing the talk about the Kurdish 
revolutions. 

Keywords: Kurdistan, Britain, The Times, Illustrated London News, The Listener 
Magazine 
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The Kurds' Position on the 14th Revolution of 1958 in Israeli Documents 

 

Abstract: 

After the establishment of the British Mandate of Palestine on the basis of 
the Balfour Declaration of 1917, Israel was not officially recognized and the "Jewish 
Agency" was the government of the Jewish community in Palestine, or the "state in 
the making" government headed by David Ben-Gurion in 1948-1935.However, the 
search resulted finding unpublished documents on the Israeli Prime Minister's 
records, the researcher found files that monitored the Kurdish nationalist movement 
as early as 1946, including extensive reports on the movement, including the creation 
of the Mahabad Republic in Iran and the joining of Mullah Mustafa Barzani ,that he 
passed through the Soviet Union in his exile., and his  return to Iraq to build and 
welcome the leaders of the revolution of 14 March 1958, and the position of the Kurd 
and their leader, Mullah Mustafa Barzani, as well as the position of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party's stance on the revolution and the ensuing Arab-Kurdish cohesion in 
a national unity is unprecedented before.



 

Observing the breakdown of relations between the Kurdish leadership and 
the Baghdad government during the Qasim era makes it clear that the Israeli side was 
wary of the Kurdish nationalist movement, despite attempts by some of the Israeli 
consuls in Tehran, Turkey, the Soviet Union and Baghdad, to urge the Israeli 
leadership to extend its ties of cooperation in support of the Kurds in their cause and 
to stress the need to find their place in this field before others. According to Israeli 
documents and letters exchanged between the Israeli government and the consuls, 
the Israeli government's keenness to have friendly relations with the governments of 
Tehran and Turkey has often been tempered by the intense Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the influence of Nasser's Arab nationalism in Iraq and Syria. 

This was a strong motivation for the researcher to explore this pristine field, 
which has not been visited by Arab and Kurdish researchers interested in Kurdish 
issues in contemporary times. 

Keywords: The Revolution of July 14, 1958, the constitution of Iraq, Abdul Karim 
Qasim, Mullah Mustafa Barzani, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, the events of Mosul, 
the events of Kirkuk, Rashid Lulan 
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The Kurdish issue in Iraqi-Soviet relations 

( 1968-1975) 

 

Abstract: 

         The Kurds in Iraq had good relations with the Soviet Union during the 
years prior to al-Ba’ath party taking office in 1968, the soviet played as a mediator 
between the Kurdish leadership and the Iraqi government in Baghdad, this role was 
made clear when the Soviet Union participated in the 1969 non official negotiations to 
halt fighting and to reach a solution to the unresolved problem between two parties, 
the negotiations of which the statement of the 11 march 1970 had emerged of. 
However, at the beginning of 1972 Moscow tried to convince Kurds to join Al-Ba’ath 
party and the communist parties in a national progressive front in an attempt to 
promote its political influence in Iraq by strengthening its relations with the 
government. The Kurdish leadership have found that such move may undermine the 
national Kurdish movement. therefore, the Kurds refused the Soviet aspirations and 
started to shift trust from the Soviet to the western camp represented in the United 
States of America. What enforced the Kurdish apprehension towards the Soviet Union 
was the Soviet-Ba’ath friendship and cooperation agreement in the 9th of April 1972 
which the Kurds considered a plain evidence that Soviet sided the Iraqi government 
regarding the Kurdish problem specially through mutual military cooperation. As a 
result of this agreement the Soviet leadership urged the Iraqi communist party to 
cooperate with the government which led to the dispute and armed confrontation 
between the communist party and the democratic Kurdish party. When the relations 
between Baghdad and Kurdistan plummeted in march 1974, the Soviet Union sided 
with the Iraqi government but before long it suspended its relations with Iraq upon 
realizing that the latter’s communications with Iran and United States of America just 
for the Kurdish cause to take a new turn as Iraq shifted relations from the eastern to 
the western camp, the shifting that led to Algeria agreement of 1975 which is the 
reason of halting the Kurdish armed struggle. 

Keyword: Iraq, the Soviet Union,Kurdistan,Kurdish leadership, statement 
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The Impact of  Kirkuk Oil on Political Situation in Southern Kurdistan 

 1968-1975 

Abstract

The Oil had a profound impact on the political situation in Southern Kurdistan and the 
destiny of its people since the post- word 1(1914-1918)years. His very well-known fact that 

 



 

 
oil was an important factor in preventing the foundation of a Kurdish state, and annexing 
the Vilayat of Mosul(or Southern Kurdistan) to newly founded Iraqi state. The successive 
Iraqi government much concerned about the fact that there important oil fields lags in 
Kurdish region, For this reason, those government, especially since the arrival of Baath 
party to power in 1968, began a process of Arabization in these area, and a systematic 
deportation of its Kurdish population. The oil was an important factor in the failing of many 
negotiation since 1969 between the Iraqi government and Kurdish leaders who demanded 
Kirkuk to be a part of Kurdish region. On the Regional level oil had the same effect on the 
attitude of regional power(Turkey, Iran and Syria) towards the Kurdish question in Iraq. 

The research proposal tackles and analysis the impact of oil on the political situation in Iraq 
Kurdistan since the Baathist Coup in 17 July 1968 till the end of The Kurdish Liberation 
Movement in 1975. Through the three main chapter of the study, the first deals with the 
impact of oil on implementing the policy of demographic change in oil-producing regions, 
and the second deals with the role of Kirkuk oil in thwarting the autonomy project and 
ending the Kurdish armed movement. As for the third, on regional positions on the Kurdish 
issue in general, and the Kurdish demand to join Kirkuk with the autonomy project, 
especially during the same period. 

Keywords: oil, Kirkuk, South Kurdistan, Baathists, autonomy. ts, a, aautautauauauau
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The Kurdish Issue under the Republican Era (1968-1979) AD 

  
 

Abstract: 

By the end of the first global war and after the Ottoman State of Iraq was 
ruled by the British Mandate the Iraqis did not accept the new reality. As the state of 
Iraq was formed in 1921 during which Faisal bin Sharif Al Hussein was crowned as a 
king and this after he annexed Southern Kurdistan under its sovereignty; thus it 
became one of the components of the new state through British settlements where 
Great Britain focused to serve its colonial interests to ensure its transportation 
routes oil flow and wealth. This was occurred after the absence of the Kurdish 
faction that is entirely distinctive from the rest of the components of modern Iraq; 
whether in terms of its identity language customs and traditions. Therefore the 
Kurds emphasized to keep the distinction of their identity by going through stages of 
the struggle with the central authority in Baghdad. That authority denied their identity 
and their historical affiliation to their geography and even imposed the Arab identity 
on them; this is what they did not like whatever its form and justification is. Their 
situation has passed through many stages from the beginning of the period of 
republican rule in 1958 until 1979 as it is witnessed in many efforts to contain it
especially after the issuance of the statement of March 11th 1970 the application of 
autonomy on March 11th 1974 and ended by of Algiers Agreement of March 6th

1975 that had serious repercussions on the course and the future of the Kurdish 
issue.We will attempt to discuss the evolution of this issue from 1968 to 1979 
shedding light on the most important milestones and the nature of Baghdad attitudes 
towards it. 

Keywords: Baghdad southern Kurdistan the Kurdish issue autonomy Algiers 
Agreement. 
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Iraq policy towards the Kurdish issue (1968-1979)  

A historical study of relationships and attitudes 

 

Abstract  

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, specifically the formation of the Iraqi 
state on August 23, 1921, the Kurdish issue began to escalate in its pace and effects, until it 
became the first problem that was raised on the agenda and records of successive Iraqi 
governments, as this issue was a flank knife for it, so whenever a new Iraqi regime came Or a 
new government that announced its internal and external policy, it should have resolved the 
Kurdish issue in a just way, but it retreated from implementing its decisions and promises to the 
Kurdish people, and looked at it from the perspective of the factor hindering it, and this is 
evidence of the distinction of the Kurdish issue and the divergence of its paths if compared to 
its counterparts in other countries The neighborhood of Iraq, whose lands include part of the 
struggling Kurdish people  

Hence, the idea of this study came to track and investigate events related to Iraq and 
the Kurdish movement in the specified period of this study, based on an analysis of these 
events, their causes and factors affecting them, leading to an analysis of their outcomes, results 
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and implications for the Kurdish issue and the Iraqi state. Therefore, the year 1968 was chosen 
as the beginning of the research study, and it is the year in which the July 17 coup occurred, and 
the success of the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party in taking power. As for the year 1979, President 
Ahmed Hassan Al-Bakr stepped down from governing Iraq on the 16th of July, and Saddam 
Hussein assumed the presidency The Iraqi Republic, after relieving Al-Bakr from all his posts and 
imposing house arrest on him  

Study objectives: The study aims to discuss several hypotheses trying to find solutions 
to them, which is to clarify the Kurdish issue during the period of the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party 
during the ten years from its assumption of power in 1968 and until the end of the rule of 
Ahmed Hassan Al-Bakr  

Study questions: The study attempts to answer the possibility of adopting the results 
of the results by relying on various sources in this topic  

Study methodology: The study is based on the descriptive and analytical approach of 
the subject of the study, in which the focus is on historical information and its analysis 
according to scientific data aimed at clarifying the importance of information that can be relied 
upon in the study of this topic  

Study sources: The study relied on a group of various sources, including books, 
research, academic and scientific journals, letters and dissertations related to the topic  

Keywords: the Kurds, the party, positions, relationships. 
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KURDISH REFUGEE SITUATION 

Summary: 
Kurdish hopes for an autonomous state were destroyed in March 1975 when 

Kurdish leader Mulla Mustafa Barzani lost Iranian support and was forced to evacuate 
his forces from Iraq. Nearly two million Kurds now face eventual integration into Iraqi 
society. Iran and Iraq will be burdened with providing long-term economic support for 
these refugees since aid will be required until adequate jobs and housing can be 
found. This transition is expected to be troublesome because neither Baghdad nor 
Tehran intends to allow enclaves of Kurdish nationalists, aspiring toward an 
independent Kurdish state, to become reestablished.  

Background  

Iraq and Iran remain in a quandary over the disposition of Kurdish refugees 
displaced from Iraq following Iran’s official termination of support for the Kurdish 
insurgent movement. Iraqi Kurds in Iran numbered more than 140,000 prior to the 
signing of the Iran-Iraqi accord, concluded on 6 March in Algiers. An additional 30,000 
Kurdish refugees fled to Iran to avoid the advancing Iraqi Army during the last few 
days of the fighting along the northern frontier.  

Iraq’s Reaction:  
Baghdad’s resettlement of displaced Kurdish families began almost 

immediately, much to the surprise of some observers who thought reprisals against 
Kurds who surrendered would be extensive. Only a small number of Kurds were 
reportedly executed upon their capture or return to Iraq. The government moved 
quickly to restore normal conditions in northern Iraq (figure 1) 2 by granting amnesty 
to all Kurds except those closely associated with Kurdish leader Barzani. Despite 
repeated extensions by Baghdad of the amnesty deadline to encourage repatriation, 
only an estimated 70,000 Kurds, including some professionals and intellectuals, had 
returned to Iraq by the end of May. Furthermore, Baghdad’s resettlement of Kurdish 

provinces caused some 3,000 additional Kurds to flee to Iran in July. An amnesty for 
Kurds who were former government employees or soldiers has now been extended by 
Baghdad until 16 October.  

The limited attention that Baghdad is paying to Kurdish needs and aspirations 
has contributed to the disillusionment of many returning refugees. Baghdad, 
moreover, does not want large numbers of Kurds now located in Iran to return since 
the refugees may once again resume their fight.  

Iran’s Burden:  
Tehran has also failed to satisfy the needs of the approximately 100,000 

Kurds who remain refugees in Iran. Integration of Kurdish workers into jobs has 
proceeded slowly, and many Kurds have complained about inadequate living 
conditions in camps and resettlement areas (figure 2). Kurds who have refused to live 
and work where directed by Iranian authorities have been identified for eventual 
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return to Iraq.3 Refugee attitudes are deteriorating because of the harsh conditions in 
the Iranian camps and the slow progress in resettlement.  

Kurdish Dissidence:  
Kurdish perceptions revolve around their desires to remain in their ancestral 

home, the Iran–Iraq border area. Kurds are also apprehensive about returning to Iraq, 
as they fear retaliation against other [Page 809] Kurds who have in the past, 
undermined policies of the Iraqi government.  

Kurdish dissidents in the refugee camps in Iran will continue to thwart Iranian 
authority. Kurds feel that their aspirations cannot be met by Tehran and, under 
present circumstances; they have little to lose in their quest for survival. 

 Several hundred hardline rebels who refused amnesty and took refuge deep 
in their mountainous homeland are continuing low-level Kurdish antigovernment 
guerilla activities in northern Iraq. Other rebels, under the leadership of longtime 
leftist Jalal Talabani (figure 3), have fled to Syria and have formed a new movement, 
the Kurdistan National Union, opposed to both Iraq and Iran. This organization does 
not currently pose a serious problem to either Baghdad or Tehran; however, it could 
become a troublesome irritant with significant foreign backing. 

 International Aid: 
The UN is currently involved in helping 1,400 Kurdish refugees to resettle in 

third countries. Appeals have been delivered to Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, and the 
US to accept Kurdish refugees. However, even if all these countries respond favorably 
and accept token numbers of Kurds from refugee camps in Iran, both Iran and Iraq will 
still retain the majority of the refugees. Kurds who either do not want resettlement or 
do not get the opportunity to accept third country sponsorship, will continue to be 
discontented.  

Outlook:  
The Kurdish refugee situation will not disappear in the Iran–Iraq border 

areas. Tehran will have to provide attractive jobs and adequate living conditions for 
those refugees remaining in Iran. Meanwhile, it will be necessary for Baghdad to 
dispel the fear of reprisals against the 10,000 to 20,000 Kurds who are expected to be 
returned to Iraqi control. Furthermore, UN bureaucratic paperwork must be 
expedited to obtain agreements with third countries to accept perhaps 20,000 Kurdish 
refugees. The Kurds are proud people, and no matter where the Kurdish refugees are 
eventually resettled, the Kurdish quest for autonomy will persist. 
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1973-1976  

314. Telegram From the Embassy in Iran to the Department of State1  
Tehran, August 3, 1976, 1300Z.  
7872. Subject: Iraqi Offer of Amnesty to Kurds. Ref: Baghdad 0954. 

Summary:  
Iraqi delegation offers amnesty to remaining Kurds in Iran. Barzani group is 

about to recommend its acceptance and to encourage Kurds’ return to Iraq. End 
summary.  
1. Kurdish liaison officer called on EmbOff August 3 to inform USG three Iraqi 

members of recent visiting diplomatic mission met July 31 with 10 Kurdish 
representatives through good offices of the Iranian Interior Ministry. Kurdish 
representatives were led by Abdul Wahab Atrushi (former Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) military bureau head and Governor of Arbil, 1970–74). Iraqis were: 
Sadoun Mosleh al-Tikriti, Iraqi Secretary of the Committee for Northern (Kurdish) 
Affairs; Col Mohsen Khalil, formerly security chief of Arbil; and Abdul Samad Hamid, 
Liaison officer between the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) and foreign 
governments. Also present was Salah Samarmad, Cultural Attaché of the Iraqi 
Embassy.  

2. Purpose of meeting was Iraqi delegation presentation of Revolutionary Command 
aqi delegation had wanted to 

visit and make pitch to various groups of Kurds by helicopter, but had apparently 
been denied permission by Iranians, who then arranged meeting and withdrew.  

3. RCC amnesty offer would not repeat not be publicly announced and would include 
all Kurds presently in Iran except General Barzani; his sons, Idris and Masoud; and a 
nephew, Mohammad Khalid. Kurdish refugees in Iran would be taken back into 
original Kurdish areas of autonomy—Arbil, Suleimaineh, and Duhok. Residents of 
one area may be returned to another area, but all would return to the north [Page 
844]rather than be relocated in southern Iraq. Individuals would be given their old 
jobs back except for military personnel, who would be relocated in civilian 
employment. Anyone not accepting this amnesty within the deadline (not yet 
specified, but probably between 30 and 60 days) would have their Iraqi citizenship 
withdrawn.  

4. Kurdish delegation asked why Barzani and his family were to be excluded. Iraqis 
replied Barzanis no
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any event, they doubted Barzani would want to return. Kurds also asked about 
relocation of Kurds within Iraq from north to south and were assured this had been 
stopped. This confirmed what Kurds had learned from their own sources. The Iraqi 
delegation also said that if the relocation of Kurds now in Iran goes well, those in 
southern Iraq might be given a chance to return to their homes in the north.  

5. Kurdish source told EmbOff political leadership of Kurdish community here had 
been considering the matter and had virtually decided to recommend acceptance 
of amnesty. Factors cited were: 1) failure of Iranian Government to live up to 
promises regarding relocation, 2) increasing SAVAK arrests without charge of lower 
level Kurds and other indications of Iranian pressure, and 3) general feeling that by 
far the majority of Kurds would be better off in Iraq than in Iran under currently 
prevailing conditions.  

6. Final decision will await Barzani return from the US and Kurdish liaison officer asked 
if we knew when this would be, saying Iranian contacts had told him Barzani would 
be back "soon" EmbOff replied this accorded with our information, but we had no 
specific details. Kurdish contact said Iranians have not formally swung their support 
behind amnesty offer but pressure was beginning.  

7. Kurds know some recent arrests without charge have been followed by SAVAK 
requests that Kurds who were picked up cooperate with SAVAK in obtaining 
information on Iraq, both now and in the future. Only reason SAVAK has given KDP 
leaders for picking up Kurds has been that those arrested had been seen visiting 
foreign Embassies. Kurds believe Iranians concerned about their own security as 
well as opportunities for penetration of Iraq if full amnesty takes place.  

8. Kurdish liaison officer indicated he was leaving in three days for London for an 
unspecified period to assist in reorganization of the Kurdish Democratic Party 
abroad. Gave name of new contact who will be in touch with Embassy. Urging 
information be kept very confidential, he said KDP leadership has been approached 
by Syrians who appear to have tired of trying to deal with Talabani group. He added 
there were sizeable numbers of KDP supporters in Syria, Jordan and Turkey, and 
although these were not involved in active fighting now, decision had been made 
to reorganize the party, both in those countries [Page 845]and in Europe, to take 
advantage of future opportunities. Major aim of reorganization is creation of new 
political bureau with younger, more active leadership at all levels. Reorganization is 
already going on within Iraq and among Kurds here. While General Barzani will 
remain KDP leader, many want younger, fresher blood in other top positions.  
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1973-1976  

282. Backchannel Message From the Ambassador to Iran (Helms) to the President’s 
Deputy Assistant for National Security Affairs (Scowcroft) 

 Tehran, March 19, 1975, 0955Z.  
103. Reference: WH50453.  
Please pass the following message to Secretary Kissinger:  
Begin text: 

1. Your message to General Mulla Mustafa Barzani was delivered orally to his 
representative in Tehran on 17 March for special courier relay to the General at his 
headquarters in Kurdistan. The message should have a reassuring effect and reduce 
the chances that the General or someone around him will charge they have been 
let down.  

2. Late on 18 March, the [less than 1 line not declassified] Chief of Station discussed 
the Kurdish situation with the Shah along lines directed by you as relayed in 
reference. The Shah said he understood the problem and appreciated our concern. 
He repeated his rationale for the Algiers Agreement along the lines previously given 
to me and reported in Tehran 096 of 8 March. He had seen no other alternative, he 
said, to either letting the Kurds be destroyed by the Iraqi spring offensive, or 
openly going to war to protect them.  

3. He said he hoped that the Iraqis would abide by their promises and would allow 
those Kurdish refugees in northern Iraq and Iran who wished to do so, to return to 
their homes without penalty. He is encouraging the Kurds to have as many of the 
Pish Merga as possible seek asylum in Iran while the border is still open. Non-
combatants can probably come over later, he said, since the Iraqis are less likely to 
interfere [Page 758]with them or wish to keep them. He plans to ask Turkey to 
allow Kurdish refugees to pass through their territory to come to Iran. He now 
realizes that Kurds in the west can hardly make it to Iran by the 1 April deadline.  

4. The Shah said he will continue to provide support for the Kurdish refugees in Iran at 
a level which will allow them to leave [live?] decently and with dignity. He is 
thinking of some kind of continuing military training for the Pish Merga who cross 
into Iran.  

5. The Shah approved payment of our March subvention via SAVAK. He said that he 
will also give instructions that his own financial subvention be paid for March at the 
old level. After that, due to the changed situation he will reduce his financial 
assistance appropriately. The Station Chief informed the Shah that due to the 
completely changed situation our subvention for March might be the last we could 
provide under existing authorizations. The Shah did not challenge this.  
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6. The Shah is aware that Iraq may renege on parts of the Algiers Agreement. He 
hopes the Kurds will follow a course which will not give him a huge additional 
burden of refugee support. He hopes the United Nations and the International Red 
Cross will play a larger role in refugee assistance.  

7. Warm regards and good luck! End text. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1969–1976, VOLUME XXVII, IRAN; IRAQ, 
1973-1976  

283. Telegram From the Embassy in Iran to the Department of State 
 Tehran, March 23, 1975, 1232Z.  
2684. Beirut pass USINT Baghdad. Subj: Kurdish Refugees. Ref: (A) State 65458, (B) 

Beirut 3547, (C) Tehran 2653, (D) State 60263.  
[Page 759] 

1. Embassy not able to judge whether genocide in fact underway in Iraq. In his March 
19-20 interview with newsmen Barzani apparently did not say genocide is in 
progress, but that it might begin. NY Times’ Eric Pace and LA Times’ Bill Tuohy 
confirm other essentials of Hoagland’s story summarized in reftel B except 
Barzani’s request for asylum in US. Reuters correspondent Gwen Roberts and Time 
Magazine stringer Leroy Woodson participated in Hoagland interview with Barzani. 
Although Barzani admitted revolt was collapsing and Kurds would have to flee to 
Iran or surrender, he did not unequivocally ask for asylum in US. According to this 
version, he said that in case of genocide against Kurds he would ask US help and 
possibly ask for asylum.  

2. Pace (protect) told EmbOff March 23 he had filed original story about March 17 
from Kurdish source alleging Kurdish contact with AmConsul Tabriz and Embassy 
Tehran requesting urgent aid (State 61211), 4 only to find later that Kurdish 
emissary had failed to accomplish his mission. Hoagland’s report of Barzani’s 
appeal for USG assistance may therefore be based on incorrect Pace story.  

3. Journalists returning from Iraqi Kurdistan confirm flood of refugees moving into 
Iran. Kurdish sources tell them some 2,000 to 5,000 are arriving in Haj Omran every 
day on way to border. A more northerly route to border near Ashman, some 20 
kilometers north of Piranshahr (Khaneh) now also being used. Movement along this 
route is slow due to winter snows, which would argue need for extension of 



 

amnesty period past April 1 to facilitate travel. Extension of amnesty would have to 
be done by Iraqi Government which announced it. Many Kurdish refugees with 
professional backgrounds (e.g. engineers, doctors) are congregating in Rezaieh and 
have expressed to newsmen their hopes of seeking refuge in US.  

4. Two Kurdish refugees visited Embassy March 23 asking to go to US. They confirmed 
that Barzani had counseled Kurds to surrender to Iraqis or flee to Iran. In their 
opinion almost all members of Pesh Merga (60,000) and militia (40,000) would flee 
to Iran, because Kurds had heard that some who had tried to surrender near Zozak 
Mountain had [Page 760]been fired upon. There were also reports that Iraqis are 
keeping Kurds who had surrendered in concentration camps. Thus most Kurds saw 
no alternative to fleeing to Iran, although they did not trust Iran very much either. 
In their view Iran had withdrawn munitions, supplies, and artillery support, leaving 
Kurds to their fate, and might someday force Kurds back across border when it no 
longer wanted to support them. Both men are educated and have worked for 
Kurdish Democratic Party, one as Information Officer at Darband where he briefed 
foreign correspondents. They conceded that many Kurds were farmers and 
shepherds who would not want to live in US or Western countries and would 
probably stay in Iran. But they said there would be many young people like 
themselves who would want to go to US to escape persecution and seek work.  

5. On humanitarian assistance: Pace reported doctor and two nurses of Save Children 
Fund working in Iran with Kurds have been operating across border in Iraq. ICRC 
representative Agartz of Sweden has set up office in Rezaieh. Large truck with ICRC 
medical supplies has been held up in traffic at Turkish border with Iraq. Neither 
refugees nor newsmen have reports of any serious humanitarian needs, as Iranian 
Red Lion and Sun well organized to provide assistance.  

6. Comment: Iran has stated its willingness to help Kurds and has said Kurds will not 
be forced to return to Iraq. Refugees are clearly skeptical, at least over longer run, 
but most have nowhere else to go. Large number Kurdish males of working age 
may cause serious problems wherever camps located. Kurdish member Iranian 
Parliament told EmbOff there was already some friction between refugees who are 
on dole and Iranian Kurds who have to work for a living. One report says GOI may 
move more Kurds to Khuzistan to avoid contact with Iranian Kurds. Kurds would 
not like this because climate and terrain are greatly different from what they are 
used to. Money to support refugees is not a current problem but may become one 
if most choose to remain permanently.  
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The crisis of Iraqi Kurdish refugees in Iran after the Algiers Agreement in 1975, 
according to the American archives  

 

Abstract: 

Iraq's borders with Iran were one of the issues that caused conflicts in the 
history of Iraq, especially since Iraq fell under British control in 1937, and then the 
signing of an agreement that considered a specific point in the Shatt al-Arab (other 
than the bottom line) to be the maritime border between Iraq and Iran. But 
successive governments in Iran have rejected these limits. By 1975, in order to quell 
the armed conflict of the Kurds led by Mustafa Barzani, Iraq signed the Algiers 
Agreement with Iran, in which it recognized the bottom line as the border between 
the two countries. But Saddam Hussein canceled this agreement in 1980 after the fall 
of the Shah in Iran, which sparked the first Gulf War  

The important thing is that after signing this agreement, the Kurds in 
northern Iraq were subjected to a major campaign by the Iraqi army, and their 
conditions became very difficult, especially after the Iranian support was cut off from 
them, so Mullah Mustafa Barzani requested assistance from the United States of 
America away from Iran. However, the United States stated that providing assistance 
would be difficult in light of the new situation imposed by this agreement. 
Accordingly, Mullah Mustafa Barzani decided to abandon the fighting, and then 
moved with 100,000 Kurdish fighters and their families to Iran to join their brothers. 
Despite the United States ’reservations in stopping aid to the Kurds due to the Shah’s 
demand of Iran to stop supporting the Kurds after his agreement with the Iraqis in 
Algeria, it tried to stand with Mulla Mustafa Barzani in order to preserve its relations 
with the Kurds  

Hence the study problem, focusing on the following points  
1- What were the motives that led to the signing of the 1975 Algiers Agreement 

between Iraq and Iran  
2- How were the provisions of this agreement used towards the Iraqi refugees in Iran  
3- Why did Shah Muhammad Reza Pahlavi withdraw aid to Kurdish refugees in his 

country  
4- What are the dangers faced by Iraqi Kurdish refugees in Iran  
5- What is the reaction on the part of the Kurdish movement activists towards the 

suffering of their brothers in Iran  
6- What is the US position on this crisis  
7- What is the resonance of this issue at the Arab and international levels  

As for the sources of the study, the American archive will be relied upon 
through the US State Department documents, in addition to a number of Arab 
references specialized in clarifying the roots of the issue, and clarifying the visions of 
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some Arab and European countries compared to the American vision and its reflection 
on their position and movements towards the issue  

Key words: (The 1975 Algiers Agreement –Kurdish Iraqi refugees - the Kurdish issue at 
the international level - the Kurdish regional relations)  
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The Attitude of the Kurdistan Front Towards the Iraqi Occupation of Kuwait 

(August 2nd, 1990 – February17th, 1991) 
Historical Study 

Abstract: 

The Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait on August 2nd, 1990, is one of the 
important historical events that the Middle East region witnessed in the twentieth century. The 
Iraqi army surprised the world by occupying a neighboring country in a short time. 

The Iraqi people had no role in the decision taken by the ruling regime and its 
president to occupy the State of Kuwait. The Kurdish people and their national parties took a 
stand against the occupation, and fully sympathized with the Kuwaiti people.The Kurds felt 
more about the pain and suffering of the Kuwaitis because they were victims of the Iraqi 
regime, which committed many violations against them. 

The Kurdish parties represented by the Kurdistan Front issued many statements 
denouncing the occupation and demanding the withdrawal from Kuwait, because it will cause 
many tragedies for the peoples of the entire region. However, the Iraqi government refused to 
respond to the demands of the Kurds and the international community, so the international 
coalition forces, led by the United States of America, were forced to remove the Iraqi forces by 
force from Kuwait on February 17th, 1991. 

Keyword: Iraq, Kuwait, the Kurdistan Front, the Kurds, the refugees 
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Iraqi Kurdistan uprising in the spring of 1991 

Abstract: 

 Discussions on various topics  including the general interest of the Kurdish 
branch in 1990  led to the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait and its invitations and the 
exploitation of the Iraqi branch by the nickname of Saddam and the dictatorial regime 
in general except in the south. 

The discussion also discusses the position of the Iraqi opposition from the 
invading forces of the coalition in Iraq and between the Kurdish position in the form of 
a special and the demand for a two-state agreement after the coup with the Iraqi 
branch as a whole. Then we look at the abolition of Iraqi counterterrorism in order to 
overthrow the regime in Baghdad. 

Importantly  we are discussing the announcement of the Kurdish Intifada in 
northern Iraq  from the details and the factors that led to its announcement in the 
beginning of its reign in the Kingdom of Sulaymaniyah  then Erbil  Waduk and Kirkuk. 
The people of the Kurdistan Region  the administration and the regime in all parts of 
the Kurdistan Regiment can do it. 
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We also consider the situation in Baghdad as an issue in the north and in the 
north as well. The number of migrants in millions and half million has been reduced to 
half a million as a result of black dishes. 
Keywords: the uprising of the Kurdish people, the Kurdish resistance, the 
liberation of the regions of Kurdistan, the invasion of Kuwait. 
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The Situation of the Egyptian Press on the March 1991 Uprising in Iraqi 
Kurdistan 

 

Abstract: 
Egypt was not far from the events and results of the March 1991 uprising in 

Iraqi Kurdistan; It was close to it geographically, politically and militarily with the 
presence of the Egyptian forces in the Gulf region after Saddam Hussein's aggression 
against Kuwait in August 1990 and its participation of the international coalition 
forces in the liberation of Kuwait that led by the United States of America in what was 
known as "Desert Storm". This was evident in the statements of President Mohamed 
Hosni Mubarak and in the statements of the Egyptian Foreign Ministry which calls for 
respect for rights, the rule of law, and the consolidation of the pillars of democracy 
around that all the national components of the Iraqi people rally. 

This case was translated by the Egyptian governmental and non-
governmental press starting with the outbreak of the Kurdish uprising after the 



 

Cologne Conference in Germany on March 1, 1991, which aimed to unify the efforts of 
the two parties (the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan) 
and to return to the struggle to achieve autonomy for the region of Southern 
Kurdistan. The Egyptian press also followed the Peshmerga military operations to 
liberate Kurdish cities, such as Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk and Dohuk, besides, the 
news, announcements and statements issued in this regard by both the Iraqi and 
Kurdish sides, and then the Iraqi forces, especially the air force, struck the uprising 
and forced the Kurds to migrate to both the Iranian and Turkish borders which is so-
called as the migration of millions, plus, the subsequent humanitarian tragedies that 
led to the intervention of the Security Council with the issuance of Resolution 688 on 
the first of April 1991 to establish a safe area for the Kurds north of the 36th parallel, 
and then holding parliamentary elections for the Kurdish autonomous region in May 
1992. 

The purpose of the research is to monitor and analyze the position of the 
Egyptian press on this uprising and its results, including what it used to publish the 
statements of Egyptian officials about it, and what it used in its news, articles, angles 
of opinion and caricatures, in addition to the meetings it conducted with important 
Kurdish and Iraqi leaders at the time; In the end, we can form a comprehensive idea of 
the Egyptian situation through its internal, Arab and international dimensions, as well 
as explaining this and its impact on Egypt’s relations during the nineties of the last 
century, not only with the Kurds and Iraqis, but on its relations with the entire region. 

Keywords: March Uprising of 1991, Al-Ahram Newspaper, Iraqi Kurdistan, Egypt
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Political and Administrative Transformation in Iraqi Kurdistan in 

1992...Causes and Consequences 

Abstract

Iraqi Kurdistan has witnessed more political and security signs since the 
establishment of the Iraqi state in 1921, as many successive governments worked to 
subjugate the Kurds by force several times, causing more victims, human and material 



 

losses, which ended with the political and administrative transformation of Kurdistan 
in 1992. The study aims to identify the most important reasons behind the process of 
political and administrative transformation that Kurdistan witnessed during that 
period in which began with the completion of the election process of the “Kurdistan-
Iraq National Council” and the establishment of the de-facto government in Iraqi 
Kurdistan in 1992, which necessitates identifying the nature of the challenges faced by 
the Kurds (internally and externally), the most important are: the migration of millions 
and the size of the tragedy that the Kurds were exposed to, the negotiations that the 
Kurds fought with the Iraqi government in 1991, the reasons for not reaching an 
agreement between the two parties, and the motives for the Iraqi government’s 
decision to withdraw the central administrations to put more pressure on the Kurdish 
leaders. In addition, learning about Resolution (688) and the ensuing impact of that on 
the rights of Kurdistan, the role of regional states during that period and the size of 
the regional influence on Iraqi Kurdistan at that time. 

The study also addresses the nature of the institutions that were established 
during the process of administrative transformation in Kurdistan, the nature of the 
work of these institutions and the challenges they faced. The ruling dictatorial 
authority, and an explanation of the reasons for the emergence of internal disputes 
and the role of regional and international forces in that dispute, besides, how the 
Kurdish leaders were able to overcome all these differences in order to preserve their 
democratic experience and how to defend it, and to achieve political and 
administrative stability within Iraqi Kurdistan in order not to return under the rule of 
dictatorship, which made it necessary for the Kurds to overcome their internal 
differences in order to preserve and consolidate the gains that were made for them 
more broadly which achieved positive results for the future of the political and 
administrative Kurds, as well as was reflected on the effectiveness of the Kurds in the 
opposition and building the new political system for Iraq after 2003. 

Keywords: Transformation, Political, Administrative,Kurdistan,Iraq. 
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The United Nations and the Iraqi Kurdish Crisis in the aftermath of the 

Second Gulf War. (A study on the international position towards the Kurdish 
issue within the United Nations (1991-1996) 

 

Abstract: 

This study deals with the suffering of the Kurdish people in northern Iraq, and 
their relationship with the central government in Iraq during a period characterized by 
tension as a result of the international sanctions imposed on Iraq in the aftermath of 
the events of the invasion of Kuwait in 1990, and the international organization had its 
role in the situation inside Iraq as a result of international tensions in the region. The 
international organization also paid attention to the situation of the Iraqi Kurds, which 
will be emphasized during the study. As for the study’s interest in developments 



 

within the United Nations, this is mainly due to the fact that the crisis of the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait was the first international crisis in the aftermath of the Cold War, 
and the beginning of a new international phase without bipolarity and studying the 
situation within the United Nations in this case reflects international public opinion 
and international interaction in future crises within a unipolar world. As for the time 
period for the study, it begins in 1991, the year of "Desert Storm", a process that won 
the approval of the United Nations Security Council with the aim of liberating Kuwait 
from the Iraqi occupation, and the subsequent developments on the Kurdish arena. 
The study ends in 1996, when a memorandum of understanding was signed between 
the United Nations and the Iraqi government to implement Security Council 
Resolution No. 986 (1995), according to which a financial resource was allocated from 
Iraqi oil sales within the framework of the implementation of the oil-for-food plan to 
spend on humanitarian operations within the Kurdistan region with the knowledge of 
the United Nations. Which can be considered an important step in the framework of 
implementing autonomy and a prelude to Iraqi Kurdish federalism.  

Keywords: Kurds' autonomy, United Nations and the Kurdish issue, Oil for food, 
US,Iraqi relations, Second Gulf War. 
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Obstacles ofTeaching the Kurdish Language in Diyala Governorate 

An Analytical and Social Study 

Abstract: 
The language is an important and integral factor for any people, as the 

Kurdish language is an ancient and authentic language, and the British writer (Edgar 
Opalence) confirms that what distinguishes the Kurds from other people is their 
language, culture and way of clothing. Language, as the Kurdish society was able to 
develop social relations between the components of the Iraqi social fabric and the 
Kurds were able to marry with other nationalities, so language became one of the 
most important basic obstacles in the process of communicating with other groups of 
Iraqi society, but in Diyala governorate, despite the formation of an important 
segment of its residents are Kurds, especially in districts in Diyala such as (Khanaqin, 
Kalar, Mandali and Qazaniya), however, learning the Kurdish language in the province 
is non-existent, forcing some Kurdish students to go to in Iraqi Kurdistan to complete 
their studies, all these obstacles and many tensions, lack of confidence, and 
controlling a number of ideologies and other nationalities are all factors that lead to 
the lack of learning the Kurdish language in Diyala province, and although the Kurdish 
language is the second official language, it must be teaching it according to the 
approach of the Iraqi Ministry of Education, but it has been neglected in schools and 
not given enough attention. As teaching the Kurdish language by non-specialized 
professors is one of the obstacles to teaching the Kurdish language to non-Kurdish 
Iraqi students, and the Kurdish language has been taught in Iraqi schools since 2012, 
But nothing has been done so far, as the teachers depend on the morals of the 
student to succeed in this subject, equating it with less important subjects such as 
sports and arts, which leads to a decrease in the amount of interest in the Kurdish 
language by students, and will be addressed in this research to the most important 
obstacles and social factors And the nationalism that led to the lack of learning the 
Kurdish language in the province despite the presence of a large number of the 
Kurdish community in Diyala province, and access to the results and 
recommendations that come out with scientific and cognitive solutions 

Keywords: Obstacles, Learning, Kurdish Language, Diyala 
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"The Kurdistan referendum 2017" between the popular right and the violence used 

 

Abstarct: 

- Britain overlooked the geopolitical and ethnic complexity of the region, in terms of 
the diversity and multiplicity of nationalities and communities coexisting or adjacent 
together, and deprived the Kurds of their rights. The Iraqi government has 
cooperated with the British in joint military campaigns since 1919 against Kurdistan, 
and Britain and the monarchy have continued to deny Kurdistan's rights, although 
the League of Nations has acknowledged that the identity of the dual state (Iraqi 
nationality, Kurdish nationalism) has been established   

- Although the Kurds were forced to join Iraq forcibly and without their consent, the 
size of the service and the position provided by the Kurds by keeping Mosul within 



 

Iraq would assess what the Kurds had provided to their Arab partners, and compare 
them to what they had found. Although the ICRC's report protects the rights of 
Kurds to manage its affairs on 16 January 1925, Kurdish is an official language in 
teaching, education, courts and services. But since then, Iraqi-Arab governments 
and elites have been violating the partnership with the Kurds  

- The 1960 Republican era culminated in the repression of Kurdistan. Al-Thawra 
newspaper, which is close to government circles in 1960, states that those who 
belong to Kurdish or Armenian nationalism and live among Arabs should bow to the 
fait accompli and become Arabs. The Iraqi regime continued to kill and break into 
the name of religion, as it did in the "I depend on God" campaign, in1964.  

- The 1970-1974 Autonomy Agreement was a gain for the recognition of the people 
of Kurdistan. Before the Baathists renuncied on the promise, and a willingness to 
cede part of Iraq's territory to Iran, to help abort the agreement. To begin with the 
genocide, from the displacement of the Barzan people in 1975 to the deserts of the 
south, the absence of 12,000 elephants in 1980, to the anfal using religion to kill, 
the extermination of 8,000 Barzani men in 1983, the extermination of 182,000 
Kurds in 1988, and the execution of GenosideHalabja of the same year  

- Violence has become an official culture in Baghdad, thanks to its military and 
political forces, which have governed the approaches to breaking the bonds of 
traditional loyalty to the State and Iraqi society, and replacing them with new ties 
between individuals and the regime. Through the media, which played a negative 
role in distinguishing between the suppression of power and society, violence 
becomes part of heritage and popular culture  

- Kurdistan managed , despite the siege of Baghdad, th-e international community's 
blockade of Iraq, and organized free and democratic parliamentary 
elections,in1992.   

- The features of the post-Iraqi regime and the intersection of its contents were 
similar to those before it. Iraq has not recovered from mutual violence between 
frameworks seeking power. To be the common denominator between the former 
Iraqi regime and most Iraqi governments and the political system after 2003, arrows 
directed its planned violent practices against Kurdistan. None of the seven, 1958-
1968  coups has been able to move Iraq to the arena of democracy, pluralism and 
human rights 

- Baghdad's positions on Kurdistan during the ISIS invasion restored2014-2017 
Kurdish memory to the Anfal and Ginoside era, while the region supported the Iraqi 
people and contained one million refugees and fugitives from isis, the Iraqi 
government cut the budget in 2014 and sought to prevent weapons from reaching 
the Peshmerga  



 

 - The Iraqi regimes did not adopt the acceptance of the other, linguistically and 
nationally different, not even doctrinally. The political, security and social 
transformations that have engulfed the Kurdish popular incubators, the great 
development of national sentiment, the role of the region as a political actor in the 
region, its confrontation with ISIS, and Baghdad's policies, which have always tried 
to curb the role of the region in various ways, have formed pressures to speed up 
the pace of the referendum in 2017, such as a very important and profound Kurdish 
event, a As the most prominent path the crisis of 100 years of war and killing 
identity. 

 - Violence was the most prominent manifestation of Baghdad's authority, and the 
power struggle became the central legislator of further violence against the other  

Keywords: Kurdistan Iraq- Iraqi regimes- conflict- culture of violence and the war- 
referendum 
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Bargains in the Kirkuk crisis between the center and the region: final status 
scenarios 

Abstract: 

Article 140 of the Iraqi constitution of 2005 created a severe crisis in relations 
between Kurdistan Regional Government and the federal government in Baghdad. 
This crisis constitutes one of the most important challenges in normalizing the 
relationship between KRG and the Baghdad. In this essay, we try to track the 
developments that occurred in the relations between the region and the center 
during the period between 2006-2020 regarding the application of this article. 
Especially matters related to the Kirkuk file. There is a presentation of temporary 
solutions to the status of Kirkuk, and the initiatives put forward by many international 
organizations and study centers. Then we turn to final status solutions. There are 
several aspects to this crisis. The researcher here tries to focus on proposing peaceful 
solutions to the Kirkuk crisis in light of the experiences of ethnic conflicts in other 
regions of the world. Then we conclude the discussion by saying that the crisis is too 
deep for the KRG and Baghdad to solve it locally and peacefully, and the solution lies 
through international intervention. Our mythology is based on conflict resolution 
strategies in ethnic conflicts in post-war societies. It is also a historical and political 
study based on textual analysis.  

Keyword: Kirkuk, Iraq-constitution,Turkmen, Arab, Kurd
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The Kurdish State in the American and Iranian Perspectives 

political-analytical vision 
 

Abstract:  

Throughout its long history, the Kurdish issue has been subjected to political 
neglect by the major countries that controlled the reins of affairs in the Middle East , 
However, this did not prevent the Kurds from struggling and fighting for their rights 
and  independence in the countries to which they belong. As far as the Kurdish issue 
in Iraq is concerned, this issue reached a pivotal juncture after the fall of Saddam 
Hussein's regime, through the entry of the Kurds strongly into the political process 



 

and became an active part of the Iraqi political system and an essential pillar of the 
political system in Iraq, which was subjected to a strong shake after ISIS terrorist 
organization took control of important geographical joints in Iraqi territory in 2014, 
and with the contribution of the Kurds with the local, regional and international 
community in eliminating this organization  , The Kurdish decision-maker saw that the 
time had come to put the final touches to the independence of Kurdistan, and that 
was in the Kurdish referendum on independence in 2017, however, the regional 
parties (Iran) and the international (the United States of America) had a position 
opposing this step, and each of them had its own vision about the establishment of 
the state The Kurdish language in this region, which receives the attention of regional 
and international politics and subject it to its interests and growing influence in it. 

Keywords: Kurdistan, America, Iran, Iraq, Referendum 
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The Political development in the Kurdistan of Iraq Feburary 1947- August 1953: In 
Some Secret Documents of the U.S.A 

Abstract   
This period covers this study is one of the most sencitive and complex stage of the 
Kurdish history in Iraq. As this period is beign showen as a ((the weakeness of the 
Kurdish Nationalist movement)) in the historical resoures. However, the U.S.A Central 
intelligent Agency (CIA) has taken this perion into account so sensitively. As a result,on 
the one hand during this era Mullah Mustafa Barzani fled to the Soviet Union,on the 
other hand the region power propagandas showed the Kurdish politicians have 
clandestine activities in the region. Hence, the CIA observed this case so effectively 
and wisely. Furthermore, it moved to publish and broadcast radio among the Kurds in 
order to challenge the Soviet propaganda in the Kurdish area. Concequently, this 
period has beign taken with the aim of sheding lights on the Kurdish national 
movement developments, the role of the U.S.A and the soviet in it. Its noteworthy to 
say that this study takes the CIA documents into account only.  

This study contains of the introducation, background, thress sections and a 
conclusion. In its background this article shed lights on the developments of the 
Kurdish question, the CIA propagandas regarding to the Kurdish question in Iraq 1940-
1946. The first section of this study shows the activities and the Kurdish lobbies for 
the creation of the Kurdish state 1947-1948, likewise, the Kurdish relations with Soviet 
Union and the U.S.A consideration regarding to it. The second section of the arctile 
depicts the U.S.A propagandas relating to the Kurdish language broadcasting, 
evaluation of the Kurdish areas developments in Iraq April 1950- August 1951. Third 
section of this study demonstrates the situation of Kurds, the regional attitude to the 
publishing and Kurdish broadcasting through the America Mrch 1950-May 1952. In its 
fourth section the study explors the U.S.A diplomats’ attitude to the Kurdish question, 
what is more, the CIA observation upon the role and soviet support to Mullah Mustafa 
Barzani, the U.S.A dipolmats’ evaluation and examination of the Kurdish question in 
Iraq May 1950-August 1953. Its conclusion clarifies the results of it.  

Keywords: Kurdish question, Mullah Mustafa Barzani, Soviet Union, the CIA, Iraq, Iran 
and Turkey 
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Kurds through Iraqi constitutions between the years 1925 – 2005 

 

 

 Abstract: 

Dealing with the Kurds citizens in all constitutions and legislations, and administrative 
processes, during the last passed century, from (The basic Iraqi law –1925), going 
through and from the monarchy period to the Republican one. In Addition to the first 
recognition of some of the Kurdish national rights in 1958. The political changes in 
Iraqi and writing down a new constitution  in 1694 aimed to establish new treatment 
for the Kurds as Iraqi citizens.  The startof the Kurds national revolution as a result for 
the wide neglecting of their rights.The agreement between the Kurdish leadership and 
the Iraqi government in 11 of March 1970.And its influence on the constitution of the 
year 1970.The fall down of the previous Iraqi regime in 2003.The establish of the 
(federal) Iraq according to the transitional law of the Iraqi state in 2004 which 
included the most recognizable national rights of the Kurds. These rights were 
transcript into the Iraqi permanent constitution which was approved in 2005  
Keyword: Constitution, federalism, Kurdistan, Iraq, law 
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Kurdistan Region of Iraq - Towards the Referendum 

in the articles American Foreign Policy 

2015-2017 

Abstract  

American Foreign Policy magazine is one of the most important magazines in 
the United States of America. It mainly tackles political issues related to American 
political interests at the world level, as well as the magazine digs deep into issues 
related to the Middle East, and how the US administration deals with them. Hence, 
we view that this magazine has become as a solid pillar in US foreign policy, especially 
in issues related to the US administration’s policy in the Middle East, and it is worth 
saying that the Kurdistan Region - Iraq occupied a key position in the articles of this 
magazine. Especially, in the specified period in the research which is (2015-2017) that 
is related to the most crucial event at the regional level, which is the “Referendum”. 
Simultaneously, we view that the writers of this magazine showed the importance of 
the political events in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The importance of the research 
mirrors the statement of the Kurdish issue and the referendum in 2017, especially in 
the American policy towards the Kurds. It is noteworthy that the previous articles and 
research are characterized to be so general but the current study about the Foreign 
Policy Magazines is featured to be specific. There are no studies that dealt with this 
topic about the magazine with the same method as of now. And for this, we found the 
opportunity to analyze and search for articles that were written about the referendum 
issue between the years 2015-2017 in the magazine about articles related to the 
Kurdistan Region - Iraq, since this period witnessed enough articles on the Kurdish 
issue with historical contents under the title of the referendum and independence in 
the Kurdistan Region. 

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Petrol, Referendum 
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Ahmed nalbandsposition on the Iraqi political situation  

Abstract:: 

With the emergence of Iraq, the political circumstances and their changes 
left an impact on the political arena, which was directly reflected on Kurdish literature 
and most of the poets ’productions were not devoid of these political issues.  Ahmed 
Nalbend was one of the poets who was not far from this trace, but rather that the 
influences of the Iraqi political conditions were evident in his poems.  

Our study tagged (the position of the poet Ahmed Nalbend on the conditions 
of Iraq in his collection of poems, Baghi Kurdan) and its importance appears in the 
assessment of the failure of the poet Ahmed Nalbend to take a serious position about 
the events surrounding him, which reflected his level (intellectual and cultural) in 
determining his political positions, taking into account the difficulty of obtaining 
information.Adequate and real and direct knowledge of reality at the time.  

Nalbend was able to present a transparent picture about the current political 
events in the Iraqi arena to the reader through his poems, trying to weave from them 



 

an awareness-raising fabric for the nation in order to reduce the impact of these 
events on Kurdistan.  

In this study, we influenced the discussion about the poet’s life and its 
importance. What was related to the historical stage of the study was clarified and 
defined. In the theoretical aspect of the study, we dealt with shedding light on 
political poetry, its concept, definition, characteristics, and types of political poetry.  
The applied study presented examples of the positions and reactions of Nalbend on 
the political reality in that period of the history of Iraq, along with presenting political-
historical analysis about those events.  

Keywords: contemporary poetry, political poetry, Nalband, Kurdish garden, modern 
Iraq 
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The literary translation between language and the authority of the translator-after 
the uprising of 1991 till now 

 

ABSTRACT: 

   Translation is a civilized process for exchanging knowledge and different 
languages with enlarging the linguistic encyclopedia not only for the translator but for 
readers as well. They are interested more than the translated text after the uprising of 
1991, the translation movement in Kurdistan has been progressed continuously in 
addition to the concern of Kurdish journalism when specific magazines have been 
existed for translation purposes. Our research, The literary translation between 
language and the authority of the translator-after the uprising of 1991 till now, in it 
we discuss several subjects about literary translation due to this period of time. The 
research paper is divided into two sections. The first one is about The status of 
language and its relation to translation and different languages because there is 
difference between the language of the writer and the language of the translated text, 
concerning the choice of the words and specific terms related to the knowledge 
stored in mind. But the translator’s movement is limited and his freedom also. 

een n 
the upthe u

n lan laen ln



 

   The second section discusses The authority of the translator and its dealing 
with the text with reference to lively models of literary translations. In addition of 
answering the main question which is after the 1991 uprising, to what extent the 
Kurds have paid attention to translation among dialects and different languages as 
well. Finally, the concluding points follow accompanied by a list of references and the 
abstract in both Arabic and English languages. 

Keywords: Translation, Text, Criticism, The literary value, The authority of the 
language , Culture.  
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The Nature of the Turkish Response to the Kurdish Independence Referen-
dum of 2017: Analyzing the President  Speeches  

 

 
Hoshang Dara Hama Ameen  
Dr. Dilshad Mahmood Salih 

Department of Politics and International- Faculty of Law, Political Science and Man-
agement- Relations- Soran University- Kurdistan Region\ Iraq 

 

Abstract:  

The Iraqi Kurdish independence referendum, that held on 25 September 
2017, was not only an internal issue for the Kurds and the Iraqi state. It was also a 
matter of concern for the international society and more specifically for the Middle 
Eastern countries, including Iraq’s neighbor’s. For the states that have Kurdish popula-
tion inside their borders, this issue was even much more sensitive, as it has been 
linked with issues like national security and territorial integrity. However, the fact is 
that, if the referendum could be having a direct impact on the Iraqi territorial integri-
ty, for others this concern should not be interpreted exactly in the same way.  This 
paper is an attempt to analyze the concerns of Turkey regarding the Iraqi Kurds inde-
pendence referendum. It is aiming at finding out to what extent Turkey’s concerns 
were studied enough and logical based on the fact that the Middle East is experienc-
ing. The paper also asks how the Turkish policy towards the independence referen-
dum and Kurdish issue in general can be interpreted. The hypothesis, here, is that 
what Turkey did in responding the referendum was an ideological-based act which 
was characterized by the Turkish nation-state and/or thee Turkish nationalism ideolo-
gy and also the personality of the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip  Thus, the 
paper uses five speeches of  in which he mentioned the referendum in them, 
to analyze and then to find out the real reasons behind the Turkish stance against the 
Kurdish referendum. This would be done within the framework of political science 
methods of research - using both qualitative and quantitative methods too. Technical-
ly, the paper uses NVivo program to encode and then to analyze the data to an extent 
that could address the asked questions. These are all to find out why and how there 
was, and still is, sort of misunderstanding the issue of Kurdish independence by re-
gional powers. The study concludes that, based on the numeric analyze of the used 
words, terms, phrases and sentences by  on the referendum, the Turkish re-
sponse on the Kurdish referendum was an ideological one.  

Keywords: Kurdish Independence Referendum; Territorial Integrity; State Ideology; 
Turkey;   

cal b b
ww the  the T

er

minmin
l basbasl bbbb

T

ng ng n
aa

e co c
g atatgg aaaa

bee i i
cernscern

 dirdi
intint

rececir
terte

t
erriterriter

en mm
ritotritititit
mumu

e
uchch

e stasta
moremore

tatataaaa



848 

 

1. Introduction and Methodology 

Background: On September 25, 2017, Iraqi Kurds hold an independence referendum 
in Kurdish area - including both those where were under the rule of KRG and others 
outside it, which called the disputed areas between Erbil and Baghdad. The referen-
dum was to ask: ‘Do you want the Kurdistan Region and the Kurdistani areas outside 
the administration of the Region to become an independent state?’. The voter turn-
out, as announces, was 72.16% and the Yes vote was 92.73%. The step was responded 
by Iraqi federal government,  Iraqi neighbors, regional and global powers too. Turkey 
was one of those which rejected the step in a strong tone, both before and after the 
referendum. It was also taking economic sanctions and military threats as measures 
against the step (See: Mustafa, 2020; O’Driscoll& Baser, 2019).  

The significance of the study: This paper is to analyze the Turkish stance on the Iraqi 
Kurds independence referendum. It is aimed at finding out the nature of the Turkish 
response towards the Kurdish step in 2017. The importance of this study is in that the 
study will discover the real reasons behind the Turkish stance, it will help scholars and 
politicians to know why and how Turkey was against the referendum in that extent. 
The study aims at clarifying the Turkish position through analyzing a set of selected 
speeches of the Turkish president,   

The questions of the study: The questions that study wants to address are about ana-
lysing the Turkish position on the independence referendum to know that to what 
extent the Turkey’s concerns were logical and based on the fact that forming the Mid-
dle East - or they were ideological ones, based on Turkish nationalism and/or nation-
state. It is about answering questions on how Turkey was dealing with the Iraqi Kurds 
independence referendum and Kurdish issue in the Middle East, in general. 

The hypothesis of the study: To address this questions and to know the nature of the 
Turkish response to the Kurdish step, in 2017, the suggested hypothesis is that the 
nature of the Turkish response was an ideological-based act in which it was also char-
acterized by the Turkish nationalism and also by the personality of the Turkish presi-
dent,   

The methodology of the study: In terms of methodology, the paper depends on col-
lecting and  analyzing data aiming at answering its questions and achieving its goals. 
Thus, the paper chooses five speeches of the Turkish president, in which he men-
tioned the referendum, as the primary data. These speeches will be selected to ana-
lyze and then to find out the nature of the Turkish stance against the Kurdish referen-
dum. This will be done within the framework of political science methods of research - 
using both qualitative and quantitative methods. Technically, the paper uses NVivo 
program to encode and then to analyze data to an extent that would address the 
asked questions (Edhlund, 2007, pp25-152). These are all to find out why and how 
Turkey had such response to the Iraqi Kurds independence referendum, and how this 
can be analyzed.  
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The structure of the study: The structure that the study will follow is that, first, it will 
present the collected data. Then, the collected data will be encoded and analysed in a 
way to be understood easily. Here, the main points of the speeches would be found 
and also the main aims of the speech would be clarified - it is simply about analysing 
the quality of the speeches. Following that, the encoded data will be analyzed in a 
quantitative way, in a way that the numbers can prove the hypothesis and address the 
questions. All of this will be backed up by informative tables, charts and lists of results 
and findings. Finally, the study provides a Conclusion to sum up what it was concluded 
in terms of its analysis. It, briefly, concludes the numeric analyze of the used words, 
terms, phrases and sentences by  on the Iraqi Kurds independence referen-
dum of 2017, as a good way to go through to find out the nature of the Turkish re-
sponse on the Kurdish referendum. 

2. The Collected Data: The Selected Speeches of President  

This section of the study is to present the collected data which is retrieved 
from the primary sources. Here is where the study depends on to find out appropriate 
answers for the asked questions. This, of course, will be where the data would be clar-
ified and also simplified aimed at transforming it into academic proofs. The main data 
to analyse is five speeches of Rece  the Turkish president, that have 
been delivered in different occasions, both before and after September 25 2017, but 
mentioned the Turkish stance on the Kurdish independence referendum. The data 
here will be presented, encoded and analyzed in a critical way. Then the analysis of 
the content of the collected and encoded data will be presented via using the NVivo 
data analysis program. All of this is to clarify the nature of the Turkish response on the 
Kurdish independence referendum. Here is a table to list the selected speeches of 
President  in which he mentioned the independence referendum of Iraqi 
Kurds, of 2017: 

 

Table No.1 

 
S. 

The history Occasion Audience 

1. 19.9.2017  72nd Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly. 

United Nations member 
states and observers. 

2. 25.9.2017 The International Conference of 
the Ombudsman`s in Istanbul. 

Ombudsmen and deputy sec-
retaries of  50 states of Tur-
key. 
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3. 26.9.2017 Opening ceremony for the aca-
demic year of 2017-2018, in An-
kara. 

University presidents, minis-
ters, teachers, heads of insti-
tutions, ambassadors, repre-
sentatives of universities, 
scholars and students. 

4. 1.10.2017 The opening ceremony of the 
Turkish Grand National Assem-
bly (Parliament) 26th session, 
legislative year 3 in Ankara. 

Members of the Turkish Na-
tional Assembly and the min-
isters. 

5. 5.10.2017 Program of meeting with opinion 
leaders and representatives of 
civil society organisations, in An-
kara. 

Kurdish tribal chiefs, dignitar-
ies, prominent people in soci-
ety and NGO representatives. 

 

2.1. Speech No.1 on September 19, 2017  
In his address to the 72nd session of the United Nation General Assembly, 

President Erdo  referred in a single paragraph to the Kurdish referendum. He ar-
gued that there is an exploitation of the fight against ISIS by the Democratic Union 
Party (PYD) to achieve its goals in the region.  stated that there are also illegal 
basis in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL or ISIS) which 
will lead to the formation of new entities in the region. He added that this is now tak-
ing place in Iraq as well, in the sense that the Kurdistan region of Iraq has used the 
fight against ISIS in order to acquire territory and achieve independence from Iraq. In 
his speech,  called on Iraq to find compromises based on territorial integrity 
and building a common future. He also appealed to the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) to reverse  referendum decision, which is leading to new crisis and con-
flicts in the region.  also threatened that ignoring the Turkish position could 
deprive the Kurdistan region from the opportunities that it currently has  
19.09.2017, p.23 ). 

2.2. Speech No.2 on September 25, 2017 
 second speech was delivered at the International Ombudsman's 

Conference in Istanbul, on the same day that the referendum was held. In this one, 
 more explicit in expressing Turkey's position against the referendum. 

Despite the reference to their support for Kurdish rights in Iraq and a reminder of Tur-
key's assistance to the Kurdish "brothers" and their permanent standing with them, 
he described what was happening in Kurdistan as an opportunistic and disregard for 
other nationalities and communities in the region. He argued that   is 
not a place for a ‘tribe  [meaning: Barzanis] or ‘one person  [meaning: MasoudBarzani, 
the President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq], but a place of multiple ethnicities 
(Kurds, Turkmen and Arabs) and sects (Caldeans, Assyrians, Yezidies and others) 

 25.09.2017). 
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 also stated that the Kurdish referendum is contrary to the federal 
structure of Iraq and the Iraqi Federal Court has taken the necessary steps towards it. 
He said that, partly based on what the Iraqi federal court reaches on the referendum, 
Turkey considers the referendum illegal and will never accept it. He also threatened 
that Turkey has begun to take punitive steps towards the Kurdistan region from clos-
ing the border and the readiness of the Turkish armed forces to intervene there to 
prevent the export of oil via Turkey.  also referred to the rejection of the ref-
erendum by the international community with the exception of Israel, as he argued. 
He, once more, called on the Kurdistan region to retreat from this step (Ibid.). 

2.3. Speech No.3 on September 26, 2017 

This  speech was delivered to the community of academics, ambas-
sadors and university students during the opening ceremony of the new academic 
year. It was on a day after the referendum when the results were announced. Here, 
the Turkish President was more sharp in expressing his position against the referen-
dum. He stated that the holding of the referendum and the announcement of the re-
sults are of no value. Adding that, he will not accept the imposition of de facto as in-
tended by the  and that they are continuing to study imposing eco-
nomic sanctions and military options on the Kurdistan region. He also said that Israel 
will not benefit them and will not be able to help them - as he pointed out that the 
Kurdistan region is characterized by ethnic and ideological pluralism and as the Kurds 
alone have carried out this action means nothing, but more suffering and new con-
flicts in the region  26.09.2017).  

In the midst of his talk about the referendum,  mentioned Turkey's 
support for the Kurdistan region when he was the Turkish prime minister. It was pay-
ing a loan of nearly 1.5 billion US dollars to the Kurdistan region in order to be able to 
pay the salaries of the public sector employees. The fact was that until the last mo-
ment, Turkey was mistaken in the belief that the KRIPresident, MasoudBarzani, would 
not take such a  step. This is partly because of the fact that the relations be-
tween the two parties were at their best level in history. Besides, without any consul-
tation or meeting with the Turkish side and/or considering it as a betrayal against 
them, it was not supposed to take such a step.  believed that such a step 
should not have been taken, because Barzani had no problem there. Besides, it is not 
only a question of Kurdish rights, if that is really the case, then how about the rights of 
others; namely: Arabs, Turkmen, Yazidis, Assyrians and Chaldeans. He also added that 
talking here about the rights of Arabs and Turkmen is not intended to be anti-Kurd, 
but to reveal the fact that goes back thousands of years. This step, he thought, means 
usurping the rights of others. In addition, the territorial integrity of Iraq must be man-
aged on this basis and in ways that respect the people's preferences (Ibid.).  

Here,  offered a number of reasons why the referendum process is il-
legal; including (a) the lack of participation of Arabs and Turkmen, (b) committing var-
ious kinds of irregularities, from the destruction of population records to forced mi-
gration in places where Arabs and Turkmen are in the majority, (c) so the voter turn-
out and the results of the referendum are in doubt. Besides, (d) the process itself is 
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questionable, the only support for the referendum is by Israel. He also mentioned the 
raising of Israeli flags during the referendum rallies and also the celebration of mem-
bers of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) before the polls open (Ibid).  

 also referred to their ongoing talks on the referendum with the Iraqi 
federal government and the Islamic Republic of Iran. He argued that Iraq and Iran will 
not be silent about such a  distortion and  on their borders. The Turk-
ish president called on the Kurdistan region not to make itself a game in the hands of 
the external parties; because, as he said, they will leave them in the end. Adding that 
if the peoples of the Kurdistan region do not abandon unity and brotherhood, Turkey 
will go with them side by side and even if it would be necessary they shed blood to-
gether on the same soil.  stated that Turkey does not want to have to carry 
out its threats against the Kurdistan region and wants to solve the issue through 
peaceful means, so they have to give up the independence decision (Ibid). 

2.4. Speech No.4 on October 1, 2017 
In his fourth speech to Turkish parliament, on 1 October 2017, in addition to 

the points he referred to in his previous speeches, he, briefly, addressed the issue of 
Kirkuk.  mentioned Kirkuk as city which has controversial connection with the 
international community. He argued that Kirkuk, in their view, is a Turkmen city, and 
threatening Turkey through this issue cannot be tolerated. He also added that the lack 
of statements by the international community in support of the referendum is very 
significant; that was why he thanked the international community for supporting the 
steps taken by Turkey, Iran and the federal government in Iraq against the referen-
dum. He considered that sticking to this kind of separatist enthusiasm, while seeking a 
formula for security and prosperity in unity, cooperation and solidarity, is a betrayal of 
their own society  01.10.2017).   

2.5. Speech No.5 on October 5, 2017 
In his last speech to the Kurdish elders and tribal leaders and the representa-

tives of civil society  organizations, NGOs,  addressed his speech especially to 
the Kurdish people in Turkey. It was an attempt to ease the Turkish firm position 
against the Kurdish referendum on the nationalist sentiments of the Kurds in Turkey. 
Thus, he focused on the Turkish - Kurdish brotherhood and that the Turkish state has 
no problem with the Kurds in the region. Saying that all their actions against the Kur-
distan region of Iraq is to prevent the bloodshed between the brothers and also to 
prevent disrupting the unity of the peoples and to thwart the plans of some countries 
to dismantle the countries of the region - as they did previously against the Ottoman 
Empire. He, once more, reiterated Turkey's imposition of various sanctions on the 
Kurdistan region in a tone dominated by regret over the decision of the referendum. 

 referred to the bill to be paid by Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen nationalities and oth-
er communities there as a result of the referendum  05.10.2017).  

In this speech, he was more even sharp towards President Barzani and spoke 
with clear irony about Barzani's childhood dream of independence. He considered 
that this is an illusion and will never be achieved as long as Turkey exists.  de-
scribed the referendum decision as the one issued by a childish mentality and saying 
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that there was no need or necessity for this decision at a time when Barzani had the 
control of all things there - especially since they did not even consult Turkey about it. 
He clearly stated that the independence referendum posed a threat to Turkey and its 
national security; it betrayed the territorial integrity of Iraq as well - this was in addi-
tion to mentioning other points that he had already mentioned in previous speeches 
(Ibid.). 

3. The Analyzed Data: The Content of the Speeches of President  
Here, through analyzing the content of E  speeches the Turkish 

stance on the Kurdish independence referendum will be clarified. It is sure that the 
Turkish stance was clear enough to understand easily; however, the purpose here is to 
know that this stance is coming from which kind of sources, and to what extent it has 
been drawn by the impact of ideological thinking of Turkish leaders,  namely. 
It is about to know the ideological flavour of the Turkish position in rejecting the step. 
Through analyzing the content of the selected speeches it can be argued that Presi-
dent  has focused on some terms and words that reflect the return of the 
Turkish position on the Kurdish issue in the region - especially towards the Kurdistan 
region of Iraq. This is a return to the 1990s and to the pre-improvement of relations 
between the two sides in 2008.  

3.1. Denying the Constitutional Status of the Kurdistan Region-Iraq 
 has referred (45) times to the Kurdistan region of Iraq. He used (43) 

times a different name than the formal name of the region which is Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq  (KRI) or Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). Alternatively, he used phrases 
such as rn   local government of northern   government of 
northern  and  administration of northern  The use of these terms are 
kind of a designation that Turkey has long given to the Kurdistan region as an expres-
sion of its disapproval of the existence of a Kurdish regional government in Iraq. This 
was the Turkish policy towards Kurdistan region before the improvement of the rela-
tions between the two sides in 2008. However, in 2017, and because of the referen-
dum, once more Turkey went back to the policy that it had before 2008 towards the 
Kurdistan region, which was delaying or at least rejecting the recognition of the feder-
al region.  

 only twice used the terms of Kurdish and Kurdish administrations in 
his first speech in front of the United Nations General Assembly on 19 September 
2017. This could be explained as that the speech was delivered to the members of the 
international community, to those who  recognized the Kurdistan region as a constitu-
tional institution of the Iraqi state. Besides, it was when that Turkey believed that the 
Kurdistan region is not serious about implementing the decision to hold the referen-
dum, as  made it clear in his third speech on 26 September 2017. 

3.2. Kirkuk, Turkmen and the Rights of other Components in the Kurdistan Region 
In his speech on Kirkuk,  focused on Turkmen rights and also the 

rights of other minorities in the disputed areas - the areas that were formally, but not 
militarily and politically, outside the rule of KRG and considered by KRG as Kurdish 
areas, and the referendum was being held there too. For  the referendum 
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was considered as a violation of the rights of these people, as they did not participate 
in the vote. Thus, the referendum was an expression of one group represented by the 
Kurds. Besides, the results of the referendum were questionable, as  told the 
elders and chiefs of the Kurdish tribes that he was with the rights of the Kurds, but not 
with the   or the  - a reference to the political rights of the Kurds. 
He considered that such attempts would lead the region to more wars, tragedies, 
blood, violence, conflicts and ethnic conflicts, especially on the Turkish border. He was 
referring to these alerts (25) times in his speeches - referring to the effects on the 
Kurdish people in Turkey and the threat to Turkish national security. 

3.3. Underestimating the Kurdish Leadership and the Kurds 
As was the case in the 1990s,  like his predecessors, tried to down-

play the Kurdish leadership and its attempt to hold a referendum in Kurdistan. Thus, 
he used informal, ideological  and even hatred expressions such as  he, you, 
those, the dream of childhood, childish, Barzani,  (151) times. These terms were 
used in contexts such as that  Iraq is not a place for one person or his  
and  will not endanger the region and their country just because someone wants 
to realize his childhood dream of  He also addressed the Kurdish lead-
ership with  these, you,  Without mentioning the official names or titles. 

 also described the referendum as the dream of President Barzani (5) times.  

3.4. Attempts to Justify the Turkish Stance Against the Referendum 
In his speeches,  tried to justify Turkey's anti-referendum stance. He 

considered that the positive developments on the Kurdish issue a threat to the Turkish 
national security and territorial integrity of the countries of the region. Thus, those 
terms, such as territorial integrity, unity, national security, borders and threats, have 
been received (38 times) in his speeches. He tried to link the PKK, described as a ter-
rorist organization in Turkey, to the referendum. The Turkish president was referring 
to the PKK members' celebration even before the polls opened. He also argued that 
Israel is supporting the independence referendum of the Iraqi Kurds. This measure by 
the Kurdistan region, as he stated, is driven by Israel and other countries that have 
long worked to break up the region to control it. Adding that the Kurdistan region and 
its attempts for independence are just a game in their hands and will leave them 
alone once they achieve their goals in the region. 

3.5. Labelling the Referendum as an Illegal Step and Threatening the Kurdistan Re-
gion  

 has referred (17) times to the illegality of the referendum. He also 
referred to their disapproval of it and its results or to allow the independence of Kur-
distan from Iraq. He used terms such as  dissenting, illogical, questionable, 
innocent, betrayal, game, childish, separatist  (25) times to express the decision 
of the referendum by the Kurdistan region. This Turkish position on the referendum 
becomes clearer by focusing on the threat of economic sanctions on Kurdistan and 
military intervention if it does not return from independence. These threats have 
been mentioned (19) times in his speeches. Besides, listing a series of actions in coop-
eration with Iran and the federal government in Iraq have been mentioned (10 times). 
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This was the old Turkish method in dealing with Kurdish issue and was followed by the 
previous Turkish governments, in general (Erkmen, 2002, pp172-177; Bakir, 2017, 
pp96-98). On what is positive in  speeches on the referendum, there are 
positive words such as mentioning good relations with the Kurdistan region, talking 
about respecting Kurdish rights, standing by them in Iraq in previous periods, support-
ing peace and stability efforts in the region, and the like. Nevertheless, all of these 
were in the context of justifying Turkey's anti-referendum stance and pushing the 
Kurdistan region to reverse this decision and its consequences. 

4. Findings  

Based on the collected and analysed of data, some findings can be listed here: 

4.1. s  perspective on the Kurdish Independence Referendum  
Here, it is to point out the Turkish president's personal perspective on the 

referendum decision by the Kurdistan region of Iraq; they can be summarized as fol-
lows:  

1. The Kurdish leadership's fear of losing power; thus they decide to hold the referen-
dum, so that they can guarantee their maintain of power.  

2. The personal ambitions of the Kurdish leadership of realizing the dream of inde-
pendence during their mandate - making history.  

3. Foreign interventions, as some countries, including Israel, pushed Iraqi Kurds to 
independence, aiming at achieving their own interests in the region. 

4.2.  Justifications for Turkey's Rejection of the Referendum 
To justify why Turkey has to reject the independence referendum of Iraqi 

Kurds,  had his own reasons, including:  

1. The referendum threatens the national security and territorial integrity of Turkey 
and other countries in the region - as it affects the Kurdish issue in Turkey, Syria 
and Iran. 

2. The emergence of new entities in the region increases ethno-sectarian conflicts and 
resulting instability. 

3. Linking the referendum and the attempt to independence with the PKK, a terrorist 
organization in Turkey, and what is happening in Syria and the Kurdish Democratic 
Union (PYD), one of the branches of the PKK there. 

4. Violating the Turkmen rights and the acquisition of the Turkmen city of Kirkuk, ac-
cording to Turkey.  

5. Israel and other countries support the Kurdistan region in holding the independ-
ence referendum, as they are seeking to change the map of the region.  

4.3. The Ideological Rhetoric in Erdo  Speeches 
The examples of the ideological rhetoric in Erdo  speeches on the independence 

referendum of Iraqi Kurds, 2017, include: 
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1. Territorial integrity and national security of Iraq, Turkey, Iran and Syria. 

2. The referendum leads to more ethno-sectarian conflicts, crisis and wars on the 
Turkish border. 

3. Military threat and economic sanctions on Kurdistan region of Iraq. 

4. Disapproval and rejection of the independence referendum and its results. 

5. The international community, with the exception of Israel, stands against the refer-
endum.  

6. Underestimating the Kurdish leadership and its inability to form and manage a 
state. 

7. Listing the reasons for the illegality of the referendum; such as focusing on Kirkuk 
and Turkmen, violating the rights of minorities in the disputed areas, and the 
stance of the Iraqi Constitution and the Federal Court. 

4.4. From Qualitative Data to Quantitative Results  
The phrases and sentences in the five selected speeches of  have 

been decided into the categories of ideological and non-ideological ones. The ideolog-
ical terms were intended every paragraph or a set of speeches mentioned containing 
negative meanings towards the referendum and the right of the Kurdish people in the 
Kurdistan region to self-determination. Besides, the position of the Turkish state, that 
has always shown against the Kurdish case, represents the role that ideology can play 
in decision-making process of this state - nation-state. Nonetheless, the non-
ideological phrases, paragraphs and sentences with positive content towards the Kur-
distan region and the Kurdish people does not represent the national thought of the 
state, but rather reflects the positive relations between Turkey and the Kurdistan re-
gion, based on pragmatic interests. 

The non-ideological rhetoric in  speeches mostly focusing on (a) the 
positive relationship between Turkey and the Kurdistan region, (b) providing econom-
ic assistance to the region in difficult circumstances and (c) standing with the rights of 
the Kurdish brothers and other minorities in Iraq.  

In a comparison of these two categories, it was found that the ideological 
phrases in speeches on the independence referendum issue consisted of 120 phrases 
and 4,201 words, compared to non-ideological phrases consisting of 41 phrases and 
1,157 words, and a percentage estimated at 66.95% for ideological phrases, compared 
to an estimated percentage of 18.32% for non-ideological phrases. 
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If anything, it shows the predominance of the Turkish state's nationalist ideo-
logical discourse in dealing with the Kurdish issue and the Iraqi Kurds’ independence 
referendum of 2017, as opposed to the phrases that represent the reality of the posi-
tive relations between Kurdistan region and Turkey prior to the referendum, as shown 
in charts 1, 2, 3, respectively.  

Chart No.1 

 

Chart No.2 
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Chart No.3

5. Conclusion  

Based on what have been done in terms the research’s questions, along with 
using the NVivo analysis program, and by following the structure of the research, the 
research could reach to specific results - as they have been listed above. Besides, the 
research can conclude that Turkey was against the independence referendum of the 
Iraqi Kurds, which was held in KRI and other Kurdish areas of Iraq, including Kirkuk and 
Makhmour. This can be interpreted as an ideological reaction of the state of Turkey 
towards the referendum and the Kurdish issue in general. The Turkish stance, in fact, 
was designed based on ideological criteria, but not logical and studied measurements. 
It has been linked with the Turkish nation-state’s ideological issues such as national 
security, territorial integrity, terrorist organization - PKK, external interventions - Isra-
el, and others. The study, by analyzing the content to five speeches of the Turkish 
president,  could reach to the point that the reasons behind 
Turkish stance on the independence referendum were ideological ones.  

The fact is that the Turkish position on the independence referendum has 
been similar to Turkish positions towards the establishment of the Kurdistan region 
and the Kurdish issue in general since the 1990s. It is known as a stance which is 
mixed with the use of the language of threats and non-recognition of Kurdish political 
rights - including the right to self-determination. It has always been as curtailment of 
everything related to Kurds within the framework of the national security and territo-
rial integrity of Turkey and the countries of the region, the Middle East. It, indeed, has 
been far from the fact of improving relations between the two sides since 2008 to 
prior to the referendum on 25 September 2017 - which was characterized by the ac-
ceptance of the official status of the Kurdistan region, its leadership and symbols. That 
is all, beside the improvement of bilateral relations at all levels, indicates that Turkey 
does not allow the political situation in the Kurdistan region to develop, as it looks at 
the Kurdish issue through a security lens and that is why it deal with it with the same 
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approach. Turkey considered referendum as a threat to its national security and terri-
torial integrity. To change the Turkish stance/policy towards the Kurdish issue, the 
Turkish lens of seeing the issue ought to be changed from  national security to com-
mon interest, and Turkish method in making decisions ought to be changed from ideo-
logical criteria to non-ideological ones.  
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Abstract: 

This study investigates the orientation to the value of freedom of employees 
at the University of Zakho following the 2017 referendum in the Kurdish Region of Iraq 
(KRI). The results show that the sample tested afford a high value to freedom. There 
were significant differences for the freedom value according to age, the older re-
spondents indicating that they valued freedom more highly than younger respond-
ents. Freedom was valued less highly among employees with a lower economic status. 
Finally, personal freedom was ranked much more highly than social freedom. We con-
clude that it was probably the negative experiences that employees have had with 
Iraqi sovereignty that drives them to value freedom so highly. It is reasonable to sup-
pose that these experiences ensured their overwhelming participation in the referen-
dum and support for independence. 

Keywords: Kurdistan Region of Iraq, referendum, value, freedom orientation, employ-
ee. 

 

Introduction: 

The 2017 referendum in  the territory of the south of Kurdistan politi-
cally designated as the Kurdish Region of Iraq (KRI), was organized to express the idea 
of freedom. This article addresses the question of what freedom means to people in 
the KRI. After years of oppression and division, how do Kurds in the KRI approach 
freedom as a value?  

The term “political economy” is often used to describe the economic basis of 
a political entity. In research into the developing political economy of self-government 
in the KRI and the process of state formation in the period after 1991, it is important 
also to distinguish the changing nature of Kurdish society in the context of what is 
actually a process of proto-state formation under the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG). It is thus that this article examines how freedom guides and orientates people. 
Roughly, the term  is taken to mean the right to do or say what a person 
wants without anyone stopping them, or a state of not being a prisoner or slave 
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(Hornby, 2003: 512), while a “referendum” is the direct election for approval or rejec-
tion of a project or proposal (Toloui, 1390: 543). 

For many decades, especially after the Severs agreement, the Kurdish nation 
had suffered from the occupation of Kurdistan, including in what became the north of 
Iraq (Mohammad, 2015: 429-446.). After various political developments from the 
1990s, however, the Iraqi-Kurdistan people entered into a new political and legal situ-
ation that stimulated and motivated them to claim their rights to self-government. 
Especially after the revolution in the spring of 1991, there was a new opportunity to 
establish an autonomous region and become known internationally (Botany &Yusef, 
2014: 107) or even establish an independent state that would protect them from gen-
ocides, which had occurred over many decades. Then, with the collapse of Saddam 
Hussein's dictatorship in 2003, many values changed, enabling the introduction of, 
among others, a new election system, new constitution, and different international 
relations (Jalaeipour et al., 2018:581-651). In the KRI, as in Kurdistan more widely and 
further to the transition to democracy, the right to autonomy, enabling the freedom 
of political activities, the mass media, and suchlike, became a Kurdish desire. The 
democratic way forward toward this goal was deemed to be a referendum, eventually 
held on September 25, 2017, in which 93% of the 74% of eligible participants who 
voted expressed their preference for an “independent Kurdistan.”  

It is in the wake of that referendum that this research investigates attitudes 
to freedom among employees at the University of Zakho in the Zakho District of the 
Dohuk Governorate of the KRG. This university is selected by way of a case study, as 
an institution that has a wide social impact, providing for thousands of students every 
year and home to the studies and research undertaken and disseminated by a sizable 
university staff. 

Problem statement:  
After 2005 many problems occurred between the central government and 

KRG. These problems can be summarized as related to the budget, oil, refugees, the 
constitution (especially Article 140), and the economy (especially border income). 
Coming on the back of the history of crimes committed by Iraqi authorities, including 
the Anfal mascaras and Halabche’s chemical bombardment, this prompted the KRG to 
organize a referendum for independence. The move was generally rejected by the 
international community, which President Barzani regarded as an opposition to peace, 
democracy, and freedom, and, ultimately, as against the rights of nations to self-
determination (MacDiarmid, 2017, quoted in Xebat, 2017: 21). Just as Quebec’s refer-
endum had led to an outbreak of anxiety among the people (Flett et al., 1999: 143), so 
too, this occurred in the KRG, particularly in the context of the high-level psychological 
disorders among people displaced because of the barbaric and terrorist behaviors of 
Islamic State (IS) (Ali, 2015: 35). 
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Literature review: 

The concept of freedom is often discussed. In Kurdish ancient religion, for 
example, Zoroastrianism emphasized the freedom of the human and his movement in 
his prayer with God (Fisser& Powers, 2004: 235). Nietzsche famously proclaimed this 
and the value of freedom, in Thus Spoke Zarathustra, describing how the human being 
can regain his inner strength and find the source of true moral value, and indeed, of 
all human value (Hakim, 2006: 474).  

In the USA in the twentieth century, Abraham Maslow (1968: 24) emphasized 
the importance of motives in life but believed that fear of the environment and its 
misuse becomes a factor in the loss of human freedom, making some people frustrat-
ed and pessimistic. According to Carl Rogers, when someone has his experiences and 
beliefs confirmed and is open-minded to them, he accepts himself better, and in abso-
lute power and freedom moves toward self-actualization (Jolley, and Mitchell, 1996: 
60).   

More recently, Philip Pettit (2001: 6) has considered a free person to be one 
who is free in his work, job, and himself and also has an adjusted and balanced per-
sonality. This means that freedom has deep relations with responsibility, adjustment, 
and possession. Thomas Pink (2007: 2) has considered freedom in respect of working, 
finding this to be related to the free and primarily will of persons. Gary L. Neilson et al. 
found that the healthiest organizations are “resilient,” and this indicated the freedom 
of employee responsibilities, actions, and decisions in an organization as serving its 
strategy and interests (Murno, 2008: 223). 

Western culture tries strongly to educate people on the basis of individual-
ism, independence, and freedom (Thirumurthy, 2008: 70), such that Huntington 
(2009: 226) asserted that freedom as an economic and universal value has a Western 
character. The relationship of freedom with thought does mean that this, free think-
ing, may be enabled even though one is not actually able change anything in one’s life 
(Ruggiero, 2004: 27). Nevertheless, along with rights and welfare, freedom is among 
the various values and beliefs that have now become widespread social norms (Ilyin et 
al., 2007: 247). In new liberalism, freedom has been confirmed, as well as individual 
benefits, as crucial to a society’s developmental elements and needs (Ritzer, 2007: 
47). Beyond this even, as Lubomir (2008) explains, the most important values of the 
post-modern period are those of individualism and absolute freedom as the meaning 
of life (Shklyarova&Shklyarova, 2001: 110). 

Education has a particular role in the nurturing of freedom. It plays an im-
portant role in the establishment and construction of personality and development of 
a free, capable, and talented citizenry, for self-fulfillment, inspiration, generosity, and 
goodness (Slastenin&Chizhakova, 2003: 136). In fact, according to Nelson et al. (2007: 
11), gaining democracy without education is impossible. For B. L. Vylfosn, it was im-
portant to take into consideration the problem of defects in the readiness for freedom 
in educational centers, especially in the context of the humanistic and democratic acts 
of authorities, the freedom of personality, civic responsibilities, and need for citizens 
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to be  patriotic, as well as understanding other nations’ values (Danilock,, 2008: 114). 
Somewhat against this, Vigotesky not only considered the gaining of high levels in 
educational aims about freedom to be impossible but believed that education limits 
human freedom (Slastenin&Chizhakova, 2003: 159). 

In recent research in the KRG, Nasraddin Mohammad (2011) included free-
dom among 1  values in a study of 252 students from the universities of Sallahaddin 
and Duhok. This work used the Rokeach Value Survey (RVS), developed in 1973. Em-
ploying a scale for the measurement of value orientation, the RVS consists of 36 val-
ues divided into two kinds of values lists: terminal and instrumental values. The stu-
dents ranked the values according to importance. Results showed the value of free-
dom in first place overall, indicating the sense of freedom and wishing to be free as 
being very strong (Mohammad, 2011: 49). 

A recent study by Zahid Sami Mohammed (2018) aimed to analyze and pro-
vide an understanding of the development of the concept of freedom, with a clear 
emphasis on two main stages of human development, namely, childhood and adoles-
cence. This was a comprehensive study of 2,246 primary, secondary, and university 
students conducted in the city of Zakho, grouping the students into four age catego-
ries (8, 12, 16, and 20 years old). Initially, a sub-sample of 542 students was selected 
for conducting psychometric analysis, the results from which being verified and 
matched against the final sample of 1704 students. Based on the psychometric analy-
sis, the questionnaire consisted of 48 items. The results of the study showed an un-
derstanding and positive evaluation of the concept of freedom, which increased by 
age group. 

The present research aims to analyze and provide an understanding of the 
development of the value of freedom among employees of the University of Zakho, 
particularly regarding independence. The value and concept of freedom occupies a 
very important place in Kurdish studies, but few investigations have been conducted 
in the field. There is a need for more clarity regarding the meaning of the concept of 
freedom, which is influenced by all sorts of factors in a sensitive and complex regional 
context. This study constitutes the first time, to our knowledge, that the topic has 
been investigated since the Kurdistan independence referendum. The findings can 
therefore provide insights into the effects of the referendum, especially at the institu-
tional level of the university and for the case of Zakho. 

Methodology: 
This research aimed to address the following questions: 

1. To what extent do university employees’ view freedom as a positive or negative 
thing?    

2. Are there significant differences in university employees’ views of freedom accord-
ing to personal, social, and demographic variables? 

More specifically, the research objectives were 
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1. To learn the extent (existence and level of frequency) of the freedom value orienta-
tion among university employees in the context of the referendum for independ-
ence. 

2. To learn the differences between employee orientations to freedom, especially 
between those who participated in the 2017 referendum and those who did not. 

The study focused on employees at the University of Zakho and was imple-
mented in the 2017–18 academic year. It was undertaken on a randomly selected 
sample of 134 male and female employees, some 34% of all (394) University of Zakho 
employees. The term “employee” refers to all people employed by the university (ac-
ademic, administrative, manual, etc.). 

The research used a questionnaire prepared by Zahid Sami Mohammad con-
taining 44 items, in two subscales (for personal freedom and social freedom), with 30 
subgroups. Each subgroup comprised a type of freedom. The weighting for each re-
sponse was No=1, Not sure=2, and Yes=3, where these represented the participant’s 
(dis)agreement with (or uncertainty about) the freedom as presented. Of the 44 
items, 25 (10 personal freedom, 15 social freedom) were rated reversibly because 
they were asked negatively. The questionnaire also included requests for demograph-
ic information as well as the political, economic, and social questions.  

In order to attain validity, a trial questionnaire was presented to expert facul-
ty members at the university specializing in judicial, managerial, educational and psy-
chological sciences. Some 80% of them agreed with the questionnaire’s content and 
items, and upon their feedback and comments, the questionnaire was redesigned to 
its end form. After the questionnaire revision, a pilot study was conducted with 15 
students to measure the dependent variables. The value of Cronbach's Alpha (Pear-
son’s correlation coefficient) for the dependent variable was very high (0.906), which 
was thus acceptable for research data collection. After gaining administration approv-
al of the research protocol including the questionnaire, the researchers distributed 
the questionnaire to employees. A total of 234 questionnaires were distributed, gath-
ered, and checked. 

Several quantitative methods were used to analyze the data, including de-
scriptive statistics (percentages), frequency, and a one-way ANOVA to test significant 
differences in the questionnaire and some of the variables, as well as a t-test for one 
sample and two independent samples to test the significance of gender, marriage, and 
participation in the referendum. The data was analyzed to drive results focusing on 
the questionnaire items and aspects, along with its scientific, social, and demographic 
variables. As indicated (above), a total of 134 correctly answered questionnaires were 
incorporated in the study analysis, a response rate of 34%. 

Analysis of the quantitative data was made in two parts: a descriptive analy-
sis and hypotheses tests. The first part focused on answers to the items and the se-
cond on aspects in their totally. The final psychometric characteristics (44 items) were 
derived by analyzing the viability of the answers provided and confirmation of this 
using various methods, such as reiterating the questions and examining inconsisten-
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cies. Upon the verification of the main sample, a number of statistical analyses were 
performed on the results of the individual samples of gender and demographic data 
by age group using the SPSS program. 

The meaning of or rationale for each of the 30 freedoms (subgroups), is given 
below (Edwards & Michael, 2004).This is a translation of the listing of explanations 
that was given to participants to clarify the ideas and help them to give their respons-
es. Essentially, they were indicating whether or not they agreed with the propositions 
as stated. 

Freedom of marriage 
Men and women of full age have the right to marry and found a family, with-

out any limitation due to race, nationality, or religion. They are entitled to 
equal rights to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.  

Freedom of communication 
Freedom of the press or freedom of the media is the principle that communi-

cation and expression through various media, including printed and electronic media, 
especially published materials, should be considered a right to be exercised freely. 

Violation against residence 
It is not permissible to use violence against another citizen or resident due of 

race, nationality, or religion. 

Freedom of mankind's greatness 
To be free collectively means to live among free people and to be free by vir-

tue of that freedom. Man cannot become a rational being, possessing a rational will, 
and consequently achieve individual freedom apart from society and without its aid. 

Freedom of life 
The right to life is a moral principle based on the belief that a human being 

has the right to live and, in particular, should not be killed by another entity including 
government. The concept of a right to life arises in debates on issues of capital pun-
ishment, war, abortion, euthanasia, police brutality, justifiable homicide, animal wel-
fare, and public healthcare. People may disagree on which specific areas and under 
which conditions this principle applies. 

Freedom of participation 
Participation rights are inextricably linked to other human rights, such as the 

rights to peaceful assembly and association, freedom of expression and opinion, and 
education and information. Obstacles to equal political and public participation exist 
in many contexts. 

The right of similarity 
Equality before the law, also known as equality under the law, equality in the 

eyes of the law, legal equality, and legal egalitarianism, is the principle that each inde-
pendent being must be treated equally by the law (principle of isonomy) and that all 
are subject to the same laws of justice. 
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Freedom of education 
Freedom of education is the right for parents to have their children educated 

in accordance with their religious and other views, allowing groups to be able to edu-
cate children without being impeded by the state. 

Freedom of security 
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person, which prohibits arbi-

trary arrest and detention. No-one should be deprived of their liberty except on such 
grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law. 

Freedom of residence 
Freedom of movement, mobility rights, or the right to travel, is a human 

rights concept encompassing the right of individuals to travel from place to place 
within the territory of a country and to leave the country and return to it. This right 
includes not only visiting places but also changing the place where the individual re-
sides or works. 

Freedom of clothing 
Wearing clothes – or more accurately, choosing which clothes to wear – is, 

for many people, an important part of self-expression as confirmed under Article 19 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Persons with serious disabilities 
may not be dressed inappropriately, denying their desired expression. 

Right of ownership 
Ownership rights concern real property. The ownership of real property en-

tails the rights to possession and disposition or transference of the property to some-
one else by selling, gifting, or inheritance. 

The right of fixation of official vacations 
Every person or employee has the freedom to determine their free time and 

vacations. 

Principles of mutual respect 
We are to be responsible and respectful in all of our communications. We 

work to keep our campus and its natural environment a beautiful and welcoming 
place and to leave it in a better state than we found it. We endeavor to inflict no harm 
on one another, by word or deed. 

Freedom to divulge information 
This means that any person can pass on information that is legally permitted. 

Freedom to use power 
This refers to the use of power without coercion or any damage to others. 

Freedom of economy 
Economic freedom, or economic liberty, is the ability of people of a society to 

take economic actions as embodied in the rule of law, property rights and freedom of 
contract, and characterized by external and internal openness of the markets, the 
protection of property rights and freedom of economic initiative. 

vaca
ployeeploye

vacatiatacatitatattt

itan
tio

e

opeereee

their des
Pe

s co
erseee



870 

Freedom of name changing 
Name change generally refers to the legal act by which a person can adopt a 

new name, different from their name at birth, marriage, or adoption. 

Unlimited use of freedom 
This means that your freedom is not limited by random interventions. 

Freedom of social values 
Individuals have the right to participate in activities that are deeply social in 

character, involving socially created languages and the use of community resources. 

Freedom of settlement 
People have the freedom to settle and live where they want. 

Freedom of work 
People have a human right to work, or engage in productive employment, 

and may not be prevented from doing so. 

Freedom of religion 
This is a principle that supports the freedom of an individual or community, 

in public or private, to manifest religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship, and 
observance without government influence or intervention. It also includes the free-
dom to change one’s religion or belief. 

Political freedom 
Political freedom is freedom from oppression or coercion, the absence of 

disabling conditions for an individual and the fulfillment of enabling conditions, or the 
absence of life conditions of compulsion, e.g. economic compulsion, in a society. 

Freedom of expression 
According to the universal declaration of human rights, freedom of expres-

sion is the right of every individual to hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive, and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of fron-
tiers. 

Freedom of procreation 
Reproductive rights are legal rights and freedoms relating to reproduction 

and reproduction.  

Freedom of transmission 
The freedom of transmission means that every person and group can make 

his or her ideals manifest and can develop and realize them within the legal frame-
works. 

Freedom of other nations 
Freedom in the world is a yearly survey and report by the US-based non-

governmental organization (NGO) Freedom House, which measures the degree of civil 
liberties and political rights in every nation and significant related and disputed terri-
tories around the world. 
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Freedom of the press and media 
Freedom of the press and of the media is the principle that commu-

nication and expression through various media, including printed and elec-
tronic media, especially published materials, should be considered a right to 
be exercised freely. Such freedom implies the absence of interference from 
an overreaching state; its preservation may be sought 
through constitutional or other legal protections. 

Freedom of civil association 
Freedom of association is the right to come together with other individuals to 

collectively express, promote, pursue and/or defend common interests. The declara-
tion on fundamental principles and rights at work by the International Labour Organi-
zation also ensures these rights.  

Results: 
Descriptive analysis 

The ranking of freedom value orientation among the university employees 
according to the means and subgroups of freedoms are presented in Table 1. Three 
levels of orientation toward the value of freedom are distinguished. Summarizing, the 
freedom orientation of the university employees was determined as toward life, mar-
riage, residence, similarity (equality), participation, education, and security rather 
than toward social, religious, work, media, and political values.    

Table 1.Means and levels of freedoms 
Level Mean Types of freedom  
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 2.851 Freedom of marriage 
2.836 Freedom of communication 
2.813 Violation against residence 
2.784 Freedom of mankind's greatness 
2.754 Freedom of life 
2.728 Freedom of participation 
2.672 Right of similarity 
2.672 Freedom of education 
2.668 Freedom of security 
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 2.627 Freedom of residence 

2.619 Freedom of clothing 
2.608 Right of ownership 
2.582 Right of fixation of official vacations 
2.552 Principles of mutual respect 
2.485 Freedom to divulge information 
2.455 Freedom to use power 
2.392 Freedom of economy 
2.362 Freedom of name changing 
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2.336 Unlimited use of freedom 
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2.328 Freedom of social values 
2.299 Freedom of settlement 
2.273 Freedom of work 
2.269 Freedom of religion 
2.246 Political freedom 
2.235 Freedom of expression 
2.119 Freedom of procreation 
2.097 Freedom of transmission 
1.993 Freedom of other nations 
1.94 Freedom of the press and media 
1.784 Freedom of civil association 

 

The results of the deviation and t-test results for the whole sample indicate a 
statistical significance in the freedom value orientation among the university employ-
ees in general. This means that the question in the problem statement receives a posi-
tive response. As might be expected, different employees had different orientations 
to the value of freedom overall.  

The t-test results according to referendum participation showed no signifi-
cant differences between the freedom value orientation of the 120 sample employees 
who participated in the referendum and of the 14 who did not. Broadly, these two 
groups of people have both been brought up in the same culture, so they look at so-
cial values, concepts, and norms from a similar viewpoint.  

The results for the variables of gender and social situation (marriage) in-
volvedstranded deviation of the value of freedoms and one-sample t-test analysis, 
and mean and standard deviations of the value of freedoms and independent samples 
test analysis for the sample. These showed no significant differences. Thus, gender 
and social situation (marriage) were not important factors in people’s orientation to 
freedom.   

For the age group variable, the analyses performed were mean and standard 
deviations of the value of freedoms and independent samples test, Levene’s test,  for 
between and within groups, Scheffe’s test (multiple comparisons and harmonic mean 
sample). The results showed significant differences for the freedom value according to 
age, with the older employees ranking more highly than other age groups. In other 
words, the older respondents indicated that they valued freedom more highly than 
younger respondents. 

For the economic status variable, analyses were performed to gain the mean 
and stranded deviations of the value of freedom and independent samples test analy-
sis and an ANOVA test. The results  here indicated significant differences for the free-
dom value orientation according to economic status. Then, further analysis (Scheffe’s 
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test, multiple comparisons) revealed first, that the difference between employees 
with high or median economic status was not significant, but those between high and 
lower level status employees and between median and lower status employees 
showed a significant difference. Thus, people with a lower economic status indicated 
that they valued freedom less highly than others. 

Analysis for the subscales of personal and social freedom revealed significant 
differences of freedom value orientation. Personal freedom was valued much more 
highly than was social freedom.  

Summaries for the results of all these further analyses are presented below 
(the T1 results are those presented above [as Table 1]; here, T2–T3 refer to the anal-
yses for the Yes/No question on referendum participation, T4–T5 to gender, T6–T7-
T8-T9-T10 to age group, T11–T12 to economic situation, and T14–T15 to the personal 
and social freedom subscales). 

Tabel 2.Results of Analyses 

T2One-sample test test value=88 M=107.470; SD=7.348 T=30.672 df=133 sig=000 
MD=19.470, Lower=18.214, upper=20.725. 

T3Independent samples testYes(120) Lower= –2.549 Upper= 5.673, No(14) Lower= -
3.586 Upper= 6.709. 

T4T-test for equality of means F66 M68 Std 6.778 and 7.908- SS= M71 UM63 Std 
7.349 and 7.371. 

T5 Lower= –2.162+–2.157 Upper= 2.877+2.872 SS; Lower= –1.54252+–1.543 Up-
per=3.496+3.497. 

T6Age groups A35 B53 C34 D12 A = min. 88, max. 120; B = min. 86, max. 118; C = min. 
96, max. 122; D = min. 100, max. 126. 

T7 Test of homogeneity of variances Levene’s test: .622, df1 3, df2 130, sig. .602. 

T8 Between groups: 501.834, 3, 167.278, 3.256, .024;within groups: 6679.546, 130, 
51.381. 

T9Multiple comparisons (Scheffe) 20–25= 26–30 –2.113, 1.561, .609 –6.535 2.309; 
31–35= –4.205, 1.726, .120–9.094, .683, 36+ –6.333, 2.397, .078–13.125, .458;  (26–
30=20–252.113, 1.561, .609 –2.309, 6.535; 31–35= –2.092, 1.575, .624–6.553,2, .368; 
36+ –4.220, 2.291, .339 –10.710, 2.270). 

T10Scheffea,b Age group 20–25 26–30 31–35 36+ Sig.N 35, 53, 34, 12; Subset for al-
pha=0.05, 1,  2, 105.000, 107.113, 107.113, 109.205, 109.205, 111.333, .236, .233. 

T11Economic situation: Good level, median level, lower level = Min. 93.00, 88.00, 
86.00, Max. 122.00, 109.00, 126.00. 

T12 ANOVA: Between groups = 589.843, 2,294.922, 5.861, .004; within groups = 
6591.538, 131, 50.317; total = 7181.381, 133. 

2 A =A 
ax.ax 121

= = mmA = ===
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T13Multiple comparisons (Scheffe)Good level, median –1.965, 1.315, .331–5.223, 
1.293 lower -7.215, 2.882, .04, .079,14.35- median level, good 1.965, 1.315, .331–
1.293, 5.223; lower, 9.181, 2.793, .006, 2.265, 16.09 

T14One-sample statisticsKind of freedom; N, mean, std. deviation, std. error mean = 
Personal freedom: 134, 66.723, 4.876, .421; Social freedom: 134, 40.746, 3.566, .308. 

T15Test value (Personal freedom=54; social freedom=34); freedom subscale: t, df sig. 
(2-tailed), mean difference, 95% confidence interval, lower/upper=personal freedom, 
30.204, 133.000, 12.723, 11.890, 13.557; social freedom 21.899, 133.000, 6.746, 
6.136, 7.355. 

 

Discussion: 

The aim of this study has been to consider the freedom orientation of em-
ployees at the University of Zakho in the wake of the KRI referendum introduced by 
the KRG regarding independence (the establishment of an independent state, i.e., 
outside of Iraq). In consideration of the first question, on the university employees’ 
view of the freedom value regarding independence as positive or negative, the results 
of the study show that the sample gave a high value to freedom.  

Path analysis indicated that economic and cultural experience has a direct 
impact on the orientation toward the value of freedom in general, and, more specifi-
cally, on personal and social freedoms. In other words, the older respondents indicat-
ed that they valued freedom more highly than younger respondents. The difference 
between employees whose economic status was high or median was not significant, 
but between high and lower level status employees and between median and lower 
status employees, there was a significant difference. In other words, lower level eco-
nomic status employees of the university valued freedom less highly than did the me-
dian and higher level employees. There were significant differences shown in the 
freedom value orientation for the personal freedom and social freedom subscales. 
This showed that personal freedom was valued much more highly than was social 
freedom.  

Overall, it appears that the negative experiences that employees have had 
with Iraqi sovereignty drives them to value freedom very highly. It is reasonable to 
suppose that these experiences ensured their overwhelming participation in the ref-
erendum and support for independence. This would account for the higher levels of 
importance overall afforded to freedom by the older participants and for the relatively 
higher level of overall support for personal freedom indicated by the predominantly 
younger sample. 

The second question looked for significant differences in university employee 
views of freedom as a value according to their personal, social, and demographic vari-
ables. This was found to be statistically significant in general, meaning that the study 
sample displayed a positive and high respect and understanding of the value of free-
dom in society generally and approved of both personal and social freedoms.    
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The most understanding and highest orientation toward freedom among the 
sample of the study was observed for the freedoms of marriage, communication,  
residence, mankind’s greatness, life, participation, similarity, education, and security. 
Again, this kind of perspective may reflect the fact that for more than nine decades of 
the establishment of Iraq state, Kurds have suffered from many kinds of oppression, 
injustice, and cruelty by successive Iraq security organizations, personnel, and sol-
diers. The hundreds of thousands displaced, tortured, killed by chemical weapons, all 
over Kurdistan and Iraq, including young peshmergas, innocent children and women, 
and even elders represent a litany of savage and barbarous behaviors against Kurds 
that have driven them to have a special viewpoint of orientation toward the value of 
freedom.  

Low levels were afforded to the freedoms of social values, settlement, work, 
religion, political freedom, expression, procreation, transmission, other nations, press 
and media, and civil association. This would seem to indicate a loss of trust in social 
values. The history of Kurdistan's colonization and the recent rise of IS has probably 
had a negative effect on the value orientation of employees in this regard. Thus, it 
seems that we can conclude that historical experiences play an important role here. 

There are also issues with unreliable religious and political participation and 
values, which returns to the negative impact of Iraq’s Baath regime, when people liv-
ing in the area had no right to express their will to freedom and demand their natural 
rights. Under pressure and the effects of many kinds of treacheries, including those of 
the international community, the respondents are still doubtful about other nations 
and religions, and also of some other kinds of freedom, like procreation, transmission, 
the press and media and civil association. This indicates the personal freedom empha-
sis, in which respondents had little enthusiasm for social activities.  

Also, the recent economic crisis and sanctions applied by the central gov-
ernment of Bagdad in response to the referendum may have had negative effects on 
peoples in general and employees in partially, making them pay attention to material 
subjects more than to others. It is also possible that this reflects internal politics, dis-
trust, the fractured internal politics and the main party rivalries in the KRG. In fact, 
internal KRG problems could have been a reason for a reduced turnout in the referen-
dum; however, the very high turnout suggests that this was largely ignored. Thus, 
again, the high level of orientation to freedom in the KRI is very high due to bad past 
experience. 

Conclusion: 
Freedom is highly valued in the KRI according to the responses to this study 

conducted among employees at Zakho University. In part, at least, this appears to be a 
result of the decades of suffering and political oppression experienced by the Kurdish 
population there. Thus older people in particular are particularly attuned to this value, 
while more generally and among younger people, it is personal rather than social 
freedoms that are emphasized. 
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Going forward, the results of the study indicate the need to further develop 
understanding of the concept of freedom and the benefits of observing it in social and 
personal life. This is especially so at a time of interaction with other nations and reli-
gions, and particularly in the Kurdistan region, where many people from different na-
tions and religions live. Progress in this area could be accomplished by programs and 
seminars in the mass media and civil NGO and institutions. Such a program and its 
seminars should be addressed to a wide range of people (educators, students, politi-
cians, etc.), with the aim of changing attitudes to other nations and religions and 
those with different opinions, as well as to improve social relationships and reduce 
the sense of threat and prejudice toward one another. This program should be aimed 
at in order to increase the level of responsibility toward humanity and human rights, 
and, above all, the value of freedom.            
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